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BROWN'S ALCOHOL MOTOR FUEL COOKBOOK 



by Michael H. Brown 

This exciting new title contains all the information for producing and 
using alcohol as a motor fuel. Step-by-step procedures for the modifica¬ 
tion of an average car's carburetor to run on alcohol, with large clear 
photographs and drawings. Information on how to modify a car's 
engine and carburetor to get 100 miles per gallon on alcohol. How to 
build your own moonshine still, from a small experimental type, 
producing several gallons a day, to a very large still capable of produc¬ 
ing 100's of gallons a day. You will be amazed at how simple the 
modifications are and how easy it is to produce your own alcohol 
motor fuel. Alcohol makes an excellent motor fuel. Alcohol burns 
Clean, thus would protect our fragile environment from needless pollu¬ 
tion. This is a very real answer to a very questionable energy shortage. 
Don't hesitate to get your copy today. For far less than a tank full of 
gas, you can be gasoline independent. 

300. $9.95 
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TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT VOL. II 
— A Step Beyond — 
by George Carpenter 

The overnight success of Vol. I demanded the subjet be 
continued further. George Carpenter begins where Santoro 
left off. Truely a post-graduate work in the area of dirty 
tricks. How to turn every night into a Halloween nightmare 
for your targeted opponent. This new volume together with 
Vol. I does for the average “good guy" what the Coit .45 
did for our forefathers. In this context we borrow from 
Colt's original inscription: “Fear no man regardless of 
size — with “Techniques of Harassment" you can equalize." 
214. Vol. II.. $4.95 

TAKE MY GUN - IF YOU DARE 
by Morgan Norval 

A dynamite new book that approaches the subject of the 
right to own and bear arms from a refreshing new direction. 
The chapters include: The Right to Life; Origins of the Use 
of Weapons in Self-Defense; Legal Aspects of Self-Defense; 
Why Not Registration?; Gun Control by Decree; BATF - 
The American Gestapo; Why Congress Isn't Enough; Don’t 
Trust the Courts; Defend Gun Rights - The Final Step, 
Must reading for every concerned American. Hard cover, 

551.. ..$8.95 


INVISIBLE WEAPONS 
by Harold J. Jenks & Michael H. Brown 

Another great new title from the guys who brought you 
“Bloody Iron." Not just another "improvised" weapons 
book, but a new look at some of the social and political 
happenings in the USA that paralell other countries, such 
as Okinawa, where “invisible weapons" became a way of 
life. Many how-to-do-it ideas are presented whereby com¬ 
mon, everyday items can be utilized as lethal weapons. Well 
illustrated with many photographs. 

429 .....$6.95 

THE SHOTGUN IN COMBAT 
by Tony Lesce 

Finally, a comprehensive study into the use of a shotgun in 
combat situations. A one-stop source of-vital information 
Including: A Brief History of the Shotgun; Shotgun Ballis¬ 
tics; Silencers; "Dutch" Loads; Poisoned Loads; Test Your 
Ammo for Reliability; Improvised Loads for the Shotgun; 
Hiding a Shotgun; Shotgun Wounds; Preparing for Combat; 
The Scenario Method; Devising Your Own Scenarios; Using 
the Shotgun in Combat; plus much, much more! 

430 . 4 . . ..$4.95 


HOME WORKSHOP GUNS FOR DEFENSE 
AND RESISTANCE VOL. II, THE HANDGUN 

d^B^Hol^ss © © © © 

Now available, the complete home workshop guide to 
making your own handgun. Offered are two complete 
firearms desltfps, one for a.semi-or full automatic pjstol, the 
other for a single shoL-wKKg block h^jtjcyguin. £s,w|ih jthe u 
first volume in this serifes[tfi& Taulher faasovxa&t^ inAcTear, 
simple style. 5Vi x so^tco\®i7pfiBiijs i aHd H iarjraros^ 144 
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AUTOMATIC & COficEALABLE FIREARMS 
DESIGN BO ( 9K, VOL. I 

An astonishing collection of automatic and concealable fire¬ 
arms tiesigns.. These unusual plans are the work of one of 
NortlTAmerica’s foreippst'firearms designers. Ten weapons 
are presenja^, (a^en cPPWiich are totally improvised. The 
others^nvolve the modification of common semi-auto rifles 
(the inexpensive Squires-Bingham .22 and the AR-7 Explor¬ 
er) to function on FULL AUTOMATIC. The schematics are 
aji done to scale, and will provide hobbyist gunsmiths and 
piachimsts with a wealth of insights into the improvisations 
and modification of similar firearms.8‘A x 11, softcover, 
diagrams, 32 pp. 

ACF. . $12.00 


DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

Dept. SF Cornvilie, AZ 86325 
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State 
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TITLE or BOOK No. 


Total - 

If you wish to add this purehaw to your; 

- MASTER CHARGE, VISA or BANKAMERICARO - 
Include card number, expiration data and signature on 
separate paper and mail in with order. (If Master Charge 
also Include the 4 digit number below you r nimej. 
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FORTRESS 
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Fight with elite troefte.►•»»*** contfo1 
of the sklee from the Luftwaffe... 
outrace enemy U-tioate ac«*e 
the North Atlantic. ..thrill to ™*' 
action when you choose from % 
thle outstanding collection 
of military book*. ^ 4 '3*f — 


HkUpmj.trwr 


History of the 

SECOND 



GUDCRiAN 


Storm over 

THE GILBERTS 


SILENT 


VICTORY 


LEN DFIGHTON 

FIGHTER 

fkWfeo i »« &#lV d SHOW 


4374 $12.50 


3061 $12.50 



4218 $ 14.95 


Any 4 books for only 98 c 

with membership 


Thunder into action to stem the German breakthrough at 
the Battle of the Bulge! Zigzag past smoking shell holes, 
clearing out pockets of resistance with hand grenades! Fight 
alongside tank commanders, do-or-die pilots, gunner’s 
mates, and tough dogface soldiers...in Africa, the Pacific, 
Europe. Korea, and Vietnam. 

Now you can thrill to all this and more with the outstand- 
ing collection of military books described and shown on this 
page. They're yours through the MILITARY BOOK CLUB, 
which offers big savings on the kind of books you love. You 
are invited to take your choice of any four of these volumes 
for only 985, plus shipping and handling, with membership in 
the Club. 

How the Club works. 

After your membership’s accepted, you’ll receive your four 
books for 985 plus shipping and handling If you are not 
satisfied, return them within 10 days, cancel your member¬ 
ship, and you owe nothing 

Once you’ve purchased just four more books during your 
first two years of membership, you may resign at any time. 

About every four weeks (14 times a year) you’ll receive, 
free, the Club's magazine describing the coming selection and 
alternates, which save you up to 30% oh publishers’ edition 
prices. 


If you want the selection, do nothing. It will be shipped to 
you automatically, ff you want an alternate, or no book at all. 
indicate your preference on the order form and return it by 
the date specified That date allows you 10 days to decide. If 
you receive an unwanted selection because you had less than 
10 days, return it at our expense. There is a shipping and 
handling charge on all books shipped. 

The Military Book Club offers its own complete, hardbound 
editions sometimes altered in size to fit special presses and 
save members even more. 

Note: Prices shown are publishers' edition prices. 


FREE when you join! 

Replica of D.S. Infantryman’s 

Relt Ruckle! 



Military Book Club 

Oept. XR-3C9. Garden City. N.Y. 11530 

Please accept my application for membership in the Mili¬ 
tary Book Club and send me the four books whose numbers I 
have printed in the boxes below, plus my free belt buckle. Bill 
me only 98C plus shipping and handling. I understand that I 
need buy only four more books at regular low Club prices 
during the first two years of my membership to complete my 
purchase commitment. My membership will be subject to the 
terms and conditions presented in this ad. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 
four selections, I may return the books within 10 days and my 
membership will be canceled. The belt buckle will be mine to 
keep in any case. 

Note: If you select 2-volume AIRWAR set, write 9134 in 2 
boxes, then choose 2 more selections. 


! Mr 1 

I Mrs_I 

* Miss f 

Address_Apt Ho._ 

| City-----*- i 

I Stale _____Zip_- | 

I Members accepted in U.SA and Canada only. Canadian members will 

I be serviced from Toronto Otter slightly different in Canada 09-M139 j 
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Tl\e M W«clly Rully"! 

Long Traditional with British Services 
100% Virgin Wool Sweater 

British-made with matching rugged twill 
reinforcing patches. Mens, womens sizes 32 
to 48. 

Get yours postpaid for only $49.95. 

A great ribbed knit sweater for backpacking, 
boating, hunting and all cold weather 
activities. Extra long body prevents "ride- 
up'\ Reinforcing patches over shoulders and 
elbows for nearly ‘’everlasting” wear. Home 
washable, Choose from Olive Green, Navy, 
Blue-Gray, Forest Green and V-Neck, Tan. 


OLIVE GREEN AUTHORIZED BY U.S. MARINES FOR OPTIONAL WEAR 



W. GERMAN PARATROOPER BOOTS 

''FALLSCHiRMSPRINGERSTIEFEL" 



TEAKWOOD 
PARACHUTE WINGS 

Beautifully hand carved in Thailand. 
Framed and ready to be displayed- Last 
chance to obtain. Closeout. $21.50 


The original German Airborne Issue 
Boot Prized by those that know. Rugged 
and comfortable beyond compare. Black 
Leather uppers that’ll take a shine. 
Patented speed lacing system. Fully 
lined with cushioned protection for 
ankle bones. Closed tongue, 
waterproofed, double stitched, hygenic. 
Non-slip rubber heel and half-sole. A 
boot for every jumper or hiker. Sizes 6 to 
12, Regular & Wide only. Now $99.95. 
Special jump Inserts. 

The ULTIMATE. Molded to conform to 
the foot. Specify Size $7.95 



At last, a regulation ‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full Cut, 50/50 blend for 
comfort. Perfect match with Jungle 
Fatigues. Sizes S, M, L & XL. 

Short Sleeve - $5.95 
Long Sleeve - $7.95 


“DOG TAGS” 

Complete G.L Specification Identifica¬ 
tion Necklace. 2 stainless steel plates 
and chains embossed with your 
information, 16 characters per line/5 
lines/tag. Great for medical info or 
identifying keys & luggage. 

Set, only $5.95 


e», 




BERETS, Mil-Spec 100% Virgin 
Wool, fully lined, leather sweat 
band, S.F. Green, Airborne Red, 
Ranger Black, Khaki. State Head 
Size in inches. $10.50 


UTILITY CAP, USMC Type 2, new 

issue, camo pattern, S.M.L, - $5.00 


“NAME TAPES” 


JUNGLE FATIGUES, Camo, Genuine 
issue, rip-stop poplin. Sizes S, M. L - 


Mil-Spec web with embroidered info. 
Choice of Black on O.D., White on Blue 
or Black on White. For uniforms, 
personal equipment, etc. 4 tapes for 
$3 95. Any info can be embroidered. 


$42.95 



W. GERMAN ARMY UTILITY 
KNIFE, Victorinox made 
w/OD scales. 4 tools, SAK-542, 
Special - $11.95 


Money back guarantee. All items postpaid CONUS. Send check, Money Order or 
Visa and Master Charge, C.O.D. (Please $15 minimum for charging orC.O.D.) to: 



Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 

Box 108-L, Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 


Phone Orders: 
(404) 943-9336 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
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FEATURES 


NRA CONVENTION 24 

Lee Jurras 

Protests and pep talk in old San Anton. 


NICARAGUA-THEEND 28 

Terry Edwards 
Jay Mallin 

SOF mounts ops behind the scene to get true 
story. 


REQUIEM FOR A WARRIOR 34 

Ben Schemmer 

John Wayne said, “You are in real life the role I 
play in the movies.” 


CHOPPER JOBS 38 

Dana Drenkowski 

New company takes Viet vets out of retirement. 


ONE MAN’S SOLUTION 44 

Dana Drenkowski 

Combat pilot designs easy-access holster. 


SEMPER FIDELIS 46 

Bob Poos 

SOF staffer returns to Parris Island 20 years after 
graduation. 


THE BIG ONE 54 

N.E. MacDougald 

National Pistol Match offers high scores.. .and 
tempers. 


THE COVER: "If you want to fight, join the Marines" is an old 
Marine Corps recruiting slogan. Here two recruits at Parris Island 
battle It out with pugil sticks. Two Marines? Yep. In this photo the 
reader is one of them, looking through his face mask at the 
assailant. (USMC PHOTO) 



WHISPERING KILLER 62 

Jack Bowman 

From ancient times to modern military usage: 
the crossbow. 


SUPERSTAR VS 
DRAGON THRONE 66 

Robert Roman 

Diminutive dreamer turns military genius and 
sets scene for China’s revolution. 


ARMOR IN THE WIRE! 72 

John Early 

Eye-witness account of unnecessary Vietnam 
tragedy due to MACV SNAFU. 


BOWL ’EM OVER! 80 

John Howard 

Strikes, spares, splits: bowling pins put to new 
use. 
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Combat Pistolcraft.14 

Editorial.20 
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Fighting for Keeps.60 
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AN/COM ELECTRONICS 

INTRODUCES 
THE SUCCESSOR TO 
THE AN/PRC-6 
THE AN/PRC-6T 
AN ALL SOLID STATE VERSION 
OF THIS WORKHORSE 
PORTABLE THAT SETS A NEW 
STANDARD OF PERFORMANCE 
& RELIABILITY 



• UP TO TEN TIMES THE LIFE OF 
OF THE BATTERY/TUBE MODEL 

♦ TAKES STANDARD OR 

ALKALSDE D' CELL 

• UP THE RANGE OF STANDARD 

AN/PRC-6 

• GREATER RECEIVING 

SENSITIVITY 

• RUGGED WATER PROOF CASE 

REBUILT TO MIL SPEC 
• ACCEPTS STANDARD PRC-6 
CRYSTALS 

REFINISHED TO GOV T SPECS 
CONVERTED TO ALL SOLID 
STATE 


$150.00 

ALL ITEMS SHIPPED PREPAID 

AN/COM 

ELECTRONICS 

5521 CLEON, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, 
CA 91601 (213)769-5518 



Being a born-again believer in Jesus 
Christ, 1 would like to make a couple of 
comments, based on an ongoing study of 
Bible doctrine, which I believe would be 
of interest to you and to your readers. 

1. War is not immoral but rather justi¬ 
fied by God as a means for protecting a 
national entity wherein the people can ex¬ 
ercise freedom. 

2. Warfare in a country other than your 
own is justified when the enemy is a 
known or sworn enemy of your own coun¬ 
try. In modern parlance, this means 
American fighting men are correct in 
beating the crap out of any group of com¬ 
munist forces any place in the world, and 
anyone in our government who ties the 
hands of our military, as they did in Viet¬ 
nam, is guilty of treason. 

3. The training of young men in the fine 
art of total destruction of the enemy is 
commanded by God in the Bible.... 

Should this letter hit print, I know that 
some of our so-called Christian leaders 
will scream with rage at my “heresy,” but 
to them, and all who follow their think¬ 
ing, I believe' that three words should suf¬ 
fice: stupid, yellow cowards. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel L. Keel 
Elmira, New York 


Please give more coverage to Rafael 
Lima, your new martial arts editor. 
“Fighting for Keeps” is a good headline 
to introduce all his work. I have many 
books on self-defense but he comes right 
to the point and the pictures are excellent. 
I would like to see three to four pages 
devoted to “self-defense” in each issue. 
Thank you, 

Norman Wilensik 
Forest Hills, New York 


ORSE 

SOLDIERS 


H 

Sirs: 

I enjoyed Major Mike Williams’ articles 
about his experience with horse-mounted 
troops in Rhodesia. I am also pleased that 
in your May *79 issue (FLAK, p.6), 
S.T.T. Rouillier agreed with my “Horse¬ 
power for Vietnam” article published in 
Military Review, May 1969, in which I 
suggested there might be a place for the 
horse for anti-guerrilla patrolling. 

From the vantage point of 10 years’ 
hindsight and such experiences as Maj. 
Williams’, I still believe the idea to be a 
worthy one. 

Lt. Col. James L. McCoskey 
Scottsburg, Indiana 


MINUTES 
LETTER ... 

Sirs: 

Wanted to let you know that I scored a 
direct hit on the media with the attached 
letter. It was read by Dan Rather, April 
29, on 60 Minutes. Rather said he felt the 
letter was not very friendly. I had no idea 
he was so intelligent! 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth G. Paynter 

Lubbock, Texas 

Re: Rhodesia vs. black communists 
Dear Mr. Rather: 

I was very disappointed, when I first 
learned of the “unsuccessful” Rhodesian 
raid on the black communist guerrilla 
stronghold. Now, 1 learn from you, on 60 
Minutes , that the Rhodesians just missed 
getting you also. Will my disappointment 
never end! 


B elt buckle 

QUESTION ... 

Sirs: 

While reading the article, “Secrets of 
Modern Battle-Axe Fighting,” by Jeff 
Cooper (SOF, Apr. ’79), I noticed the 
U.S. Secret Service buckle that Cooper is 
wearing; I was wondering if a copy of that 
buckle can be obtained. If so, where and 
how much. 

Yours truly, 

Keith M. Randel 
Downey, California 
Jeff Cooper replies: I got mine from a 
fairly senior Secret Service man in 
Washington. I do not believe they are for 
sale. 


Continued on page 82 
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NEW PARATROOPER 
FOLDING STOCKS 

for the M-1 Carbine and the Ruger 10/22! Walnut with 
blued ordnance steel, ready to install. Fits all G.l. and 
commercial Carbines. (Specify mfg.). $49.95 

plus $ 2.00 shipping 
(Specify M-1 Carbine or Ruger 10/22.) 

BRAND NEW M -1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 
5-shot Magazine ... ,$2.50 Scope Base, no drilling 

15-shot Magazine. .$2.50 or tapping.. $10.95 

30-shot Magazine .. .$3.50 Carbines, Cal. 30 Technical 

60-rd. Jungle Clip-(Clips Manual.. . .$ 5.95 

2-30.rd. mags.together)$3.95 BRAND NEW RUGER 
Sling & oiler $2.95 MINI-14 ACCESSORIES 

Mag. Pouch - holds 2 or 4 20-shot Magazine, Blued, 

30rd.mags . ..$4,95 steel..... .$ 8.95 

Mag. Pouch - holds 2 15 rd. 20-shot Magazine, Stainless 
mags, or 4 5 rd. mags .. $1.50 , $14.95 

Flash Hider ....... $10.95 30-shot Magazine, Blued, 

Muzzle Brake., $10.95 Steel . ..$ 9.95 

Ventilated Steel Handguard 30-shot Magazine, Stainless 
'$ 3.95 $17.95 

Piston Nut Wrench - Ventilated Steel Handguard, 

(Double Ended)-$ 2.95 Blued . -$ 4.95 

(add 75* per item for shipping.) Hider ....... $16.95 

u ' Web Sling . .$ 2.95 

NEW S.W.A.T. COMBAT*MAGAZINE 
EXTENSIONS FOR YOUR SHOTGUN 

Increases shell capacity to 7 (18” or longer bbts.), 8 
( 20 " or longer barrels), or 10 (26” or longer bbls.) 
Made for Remington 870, 1100; Winchester 1200, 
SX-1; Browning 5-A; and Marlin 120. Installs easily 
without alteration. Full Warranty. Now used by the 
F.B.I., Secret Service and others. Include make, 
model & gauge when ordering. 

7or8 9hotmodel . ..$20,00 

10-shot model (Not available for 

Browning 5-A). .$36.00 

(Add $ 2.00 per unit for shipping.) 

SCOPE MOUNTS, FLASH HIDERS AND 
OTHER GUN GOODIES 

1. ART AR-15/M-16 Scope Mount, developed for U.S. 

Army sniper program. $19.95 

2. S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing Device for AR- 

15/M-16 and AR-18/AR-180. $16.00* 

3. S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing Device for SIG- 

AMT, H&K 91 & 93, FN-49.$16.00* 

4. S.W.A.T- Combat Night Firing Device for Ml 

Garand Rifle..$32.00* 

5. S.W.A.T. Rifle Sling for Assault Rifles & Riot 
Guns, Black 1” Nylon ......3 4.00 

6 . Mlni-14 Flash Hider ... $16.95/?® 

7. M-16/AR-15 Ordinance & l* 

Armorer’s Wrench ... .$12.00 
"Also available in fluted M-14 style - same price. 

Scopes and Mounts install instantly and easily. Add 
$ 1.00 per unit for shipping. 




COLT .45 AUTO MAGS. & 
CLIP POUCH SET 

G.l. Canvas pouch with 
2 Brand New G.l. .45 auto 

magazines_Only $9.95 

(Add 75* per set for shipping.) 

NEW AR-15 & M-16 30 RD. MAGS 
& NYLON POUCH 
New G.L Nylon pouch with 3 30 rd. 

magazines. Only. .$21.95 

(add $ 1.00 per set for shipping.) ' 

NEW RUGER MINI-14 30 RD. 

MAGS. & NYLON POUCH 
New G.L Nylon Pouch with 3 30-rd 

magazines... ..$29.95 

(add $ 1.00 per set for shipping) 

M-1 CARBINE 15-RD. MAGS & POUCH 
New G.L pouch with 2 15-rd. magazines .. . .$5.00 
(add $ 1.00 per set for shipping) 

NEW 8-SHOT TEAR* 

GAS REVOLVER 

Fires 8-22. cal. tear gas 
cartridges or blanks In _ 

seconds. Heavy-duty metal construction w/one- 
step ejection. Checkered grips. 

BLUE-$14.95 Sale Priced at only $8.95 

CHROME - $15.95 Sale Priced at oniy $9.95 

Hip Holster.....$2.00 

Tear Gas Cartridges - (10 per pack).$2.00 

Extra-Loud Blanks - (100 per pack).$3.00 

(Add $1.50 for shipping.) 

THE BLACK BOOK OF DIRTY TRICKS 

“Improvised Munitions Handbook”, is the most 
sought-after, here-to-fore impossible to obtain Army 
manual. Includes revealing chapters on: Improvised 
Explosives and Propellants; Mines & Grenades; 
Small Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; 
Incendiary Devices; Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture Rocket Laun¬ 
chers, Pistols, Shotguns, and recoiless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials and much, much more! New 
expanded edition! Limited Number Available! 

ORDER NOW!. .ONLY $10.00 postpaid 

BRAND NEW FACTORY FRESH 
COMBAT & TARGET MAGAZINES 

1. German Luger 9mm......$12.95 

2 . AR-15/M-16 20-shot G.l. issue .$ 4.00 

3. AR-15/M-16 30-shot G.l. issue 5.95 

4. AR-15/M-16/AR-180 40shot, steel .... .$24.95 

5. Ruger Mini-14 30-shot .223.. .$ 9.95 

6 Coft .45 Auto, all models, 7-shot _$ 5.00 

7. Colt .45 Auto, all models; 15-shot.$15.00 

8 . Colt .45 Auto, 7-shot stainless....$12.50 

1 9. Colt .38 Super auto, all models .......$ 7.50 

1 v*10. Browning 9mm Hi-Power, 13-shot ... .$15.00 

"Special 2 for ...$25.00 

11. Browning 9 mm Hl-Power, 22-shot ....$20.00 

12. S&W Model 64,9mm auto .. .$7.00 

13. Walt her P-38 9 mm ..$12.00 

(Add 753 per magazine for shipping) 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY 
BACK! 




E^aii i 

Ffrom t 


NEW MILITARY 

items are Brand New—Direct 
r from the U.S. Government Contrac¬ 
tors. The most rugged, dependable, 
Combat-Proven items available.. .Do 
not confuse these genuine items with 
cheap, inferior imports offered 
elsewhere! 

1. USMC Camouflage Fatigue Suits, 

100% Cotton, Latest Issue, Sizes: 
Small and Medium only. Jacket and 
pants, set ... . $39.95 

2. Latest Issue USMC Camouflage 

Nylon Poncho. $24.95 

3. G.l. Camouflage Poncho 

Liners .... .. .324.95 

4. NEW! Genuine G.L Lensatlc Com¬ 
pass with nylon carrying case. The 

latest Issue ..$29.95 

5: G.l. O.D. T Shirts,' 100% cotton, 

S,M,L,XL. Six of same size for $16.00 

6 . Latest Issue U.S.A.F. MA-1 Flyer’s 

Jacket, Fully reversible, sage green 
and International Orange. Sizes: 
S,M,L,XL. $39.95 

7. Latest Issue N2B Short Parka with 

hood — the ultimate cold weather 
jacket. Sizes: Small, Medium, Large 
-$69.95 — XLarge - $74.95 

8 . Brand New arrival! U.S. Navy A-2 

Cold Weather Deck Jacket Size: 
S,M,L, XL. .$39,95 

9. U.S. Army .45 Auto Belt Holster, 

black . .$19.95 

10. U.S. Army M-7 Shoulder Holster, 
”ts .45 auto and other large frame 
^autos, black leather... . $19.95 


ing TkE 

style, 

>49 95 ^ 


SURPLUS BARGAINS! 

11. Ml949 Mountain Sleeping 

Bag, latest issue, mummy style, 
over 6 1/2 feet long ... $49.95 

12. G.l. 1 st Aid Kit, all emergency 
items in GX OD case that fits 

on belt .. . $5.95 

13. G.l. Flashlight with extra filters 

and bulb, O.D.. .$4.95 

14. U.S. Army O.D. Plastic Canteen 
with latest issue canteen cover $5.95 

15. Military Police Peerless 

Handcuffs .$19-95 

16. New M-17 Gas Mask with filters 

& bag. $39.95 

17. G.L Vietnam Combat Pack, 

used.. .$4.95 

18. Late issue U.S. Government 
C-Ratlons, 

I 2 mlxed meals.$34.95 

19. Browning 9MM High Power Pistol 
Holster Canadian Army Issue.. $9.95 

20. Genuine British Commando 
Knife, with black leather 

sheath. . ... .$19.95 

21. U.S.A.F. Survival Knife with 

leather sheath and sharpening stone, 
5 ”blade . ... ,.$11.95 


GENUINE 
GOVT. SURPLUS' 

U.S.A.F. SUNGLASSES 
12 karat gold-plated frames, 
Optically perfect glass lenses, 
Impact Resistant Smoke color 
lenses. G.L Case included. The 
real thing! Only $24.95 

(add 31.05 for shipping) 



SPECIAL SALE! 

BRAND NEW ORIGINAL 

G.l. M-65 
FIELD JACKETS 

These are the latest G.L Issue 
Nylon/Cotton Construction with 
exclusive Government quarpel water 
repellent. Complete with hide-away 
zipper hood. Sizes: Small, Medium, 

Large, X-Large, regular length only. O.D. 1 ! 

Green or Leaf Pattern Camouflage. Salell 
Priced at $39.95 (add $2.00 per jacket for shipping.) 
ORIGINAL G.L M-65 COLD WEATHER FIELD JACKET 
LINERS. Sizes, S,M,L,XL.... $16:95 ppd. 

W.W. I 

KNUCKLE KNIFE .$19.95 each 

Exact reproduction — brass handle, 6 ” blade. 
Truly a collector’s item. Check local laws before 
ordering. You must be over 21 years of age to order. 
"Special 2 for $35.00 + $1.50 per knife for shipping. 

PARALYZER” 

TEAR GAS WEAPON 

“Paralyzer" does what the name Implies. A heavy 
spray of tear gas shoots out to a range of up to 18 
feet. Causes violent coughing and sneezing and a 
tremendous burning sensation to the eyes, nose and 
throat and skin. Completely disables the assailant 
for 10-15 minutes without causing permanent injury. 
You must be over 21 years of age to order. No sales 
to California. Add $ 1 . shipping 
POCKET MODEL .$4.95 ea. SPECIAL -$36Jdozen 

POLICE MODEI_$6.95 ea. SPECIAL -$48idozen 

BRITISH COMMANDO BATTLE 

JACKET L±4$r c 
This attractive jacket is 
brand new British government 
surplus. A lightweight, rugged, 
all-purpose jacket made of 
4 O.D. color, heavy-duty denim. 

* May never be available again. 
Sizes: S, M, L.... Only $9.95 
(plus $1.50 shipping) 
"Please send height, chest 
'df and wa,8t measurements 
** for an exact fit. 

VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT The soft, 
collapsible hat made famous by our 
troops In Vietnam. Very comfortable. 

Sizes; S,M,L, XL..O.D. GREEN — $ 4.95 
CAMOUFLAGE — $4.95 
(Add 75* per hat for shipping.) 

“THE LITTLE BLACK BOX' 


Warning this device Is not to be used for 
surveillance! Automatically starts recorder when 
telephone Is picked up. Records entire 
conversation... Then automatically stops recorder 
when phone Is hung up! Can be attached anywhere 
along the line — plugs into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the phone. 

Extremely useful around the home or office for 
making ACCURATE and PERMANENT records of all 
Incoming and outgoing calls. MINIATURE! Only 1" x 

2 * special Sale'. Now Only.. $29.95 

H plus $ 1,00 shipping 

| Me'N'- 




Rare'- 

Quick-Release Vietnam Issue Pistol Belt. 

. $5.95 plus 754 shipping. 


BA, MC, COD’S may call 800-323-3233 — $25.00 Minimum phone order. 
Illinois, Alaska, Hawaii call 312-598-4466.PARELLEX CORP.Chicago Ridge, IL 
To order by mail use, the coupon below or separate sheet.Mail with payment. 


I 


Mail to: Parellex Corp. Box F, Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 Dept, s -11 
Please send following_ 


^flts .45 
■R^autos 

BL 


22. U.S. Marine Corps Combat Knife 
7” blade with leather sheath.. $12.95 

23. U.S. Army Stainless Steel Pocket 

Knife. 4-blados, 1000 uses.$6.95 

24. U.S. Army Machets, 18” blade 
with O.D. canvas 

sheatfi___ ... $9.95, 

"All Items are new, genuine, n 
import |unk! Please add $1.0 
shipping for 1 st item, for 
additional items add 75*. 


.$9.9^ 

. not Jk 


□ Money Order □ Check Enclosed $__ 


CHARGE TO MY; □ Mastercharge G Visa/Bankamerica Card 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back! 
My name is __ 


ILLINOIS RESIDENTS 
INCLUDE SALES TAX 


I live at 
City _ 


State 


-Zip- 


□ Please send new illustrated catalog. $1.00 enclosed. 
_ — _ Catalog free with order. . - . ... 
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UsUALLY, I frown on indulging in 
“product recommendations/’ the “hyp¬ 
ing” of various items for sale to the buy¬ 
ing public. But, on the other hand, over a 
period of time, 1 have come across a few 
really worthwhile items I think are worth 
their price because they accomplish what 
they are intended to do. For this reason, 
they are valid, useful items to anyone who 
has need of them. 

The first of these is a chemical 
cleaner/lubricant known as “Break 
Free.” Break Free is manufactured by the 
San-Bar Corp., Chemicals Division, 
Dept. SOF, 17422 Pullman St., Santa 
Ana, CA 92711, and is claimed by actual 
government testing — to remove 98 per¬ 
cent of all firing residue (carbon, primer 
salts, lead, etc.), has a neutral pH formula 
(neither acid nor base) that will not harm 
anything, is a super-super lubricant, and, 
after more than 100 hours in a salt-spray 
solution, test items showed no evidence of 
rust or corrosion. 

That’s a big claim, but the U.S. Army is 
testing Break Free for possible adoption. I 
have been testing Break Free for the last 
three months, using a S&W M76 9mm 
SMG, an Ingram M10, .45 ACP SMG, an 
M1918A1 cal. .30 BAR, an M-l cal. .30 
Gaiand, an Ml928 Thompson, and a 
Heckler & Koch HK-91 cal. .308 rifle as 
test vehicles. 

My findings show the stuff is a good 
lubricant, a superior cleaning agent, and 
smells a bunch better than my previous 
favorite for the purpose, Tri-Flon, Guns 
treated with Break Free have shown no 
sign of deterioration even though a 
number of them have been used extensive¬ 
ly with ammunition that possesses cor¬ 
rosive priming. Actions that are silky 
smooth, trigger pulls that are improved, 
wear that’s notably less, and cleaning that 
is easier are what counts to me, and these 
things are exactly what the product ac¬ 
complishes. When you need it, pick some 
up. I don’t think you’ll be sorry. 

The second item is a pair of 8x30, 
rubber-armored binoculars by Tasco. 
Everyone needs a decent pair of “binos” 
and I — no exception — find myself torn 
between choosing those of either decent 
performance or durable construction. 
Let’s face it: binoculars just plain get 
beaten up in the field. Well, these seem to 
be handling the abuse just fine, thank you 
(at least I haven’t been able to bust them 
up yet). 

The optics are quite acceptable, the 
price is under $100, and they come with an 
OD rubber finish that is tactically sound 
as well as protective of the instrument. 
With this, you get a couple of straps to 
hang it on and a hard, green carrying case 
to boot. I like these binos, and although I 
wish they were in 7x35 or 7x50, I can get 
along with them in 8x30 just fine. I find 
them a useful addition to my field gear 


mi mo 



by Chuck Taylor 


and recommend them highly. They are, of 
course, optically adjustable in the usual 
fashion. 

The third item is made and marketed 
by my old friends, Tom and Denny Reese 
of Springfield Armory, Geneseo, IL, and 
is the answer to the prayer of the guy who 
can’t afford or find an original M14E2 
bipod. 




ABOVE: TASCO 8x30 rubber armored 
binoculars with OD finish. LEFT: New 
Springfield Armory bipod for MIA, 
mounted on Taylor's M14, BELOW: Choate 
Machine works flash suppressor for H&K 
G3/HK91 rifle. 
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Customize Ybur Own Handgun With The 
Famous EnTbrcmr Components 


The Enforcer has become immensely popular in a relatively short period 
of time because it is an excellent, lightweight, deadly accurate combat pistol. 
Also, because it includes a multitude of custom features that make it, perhaps, 
the most attractive and practical .45 caliber automatic ever made. 


So that you can customize your own handgun, a line of custom components 
has been introduced by M-S Safari Arms to fit most .45 caliber automatics. 
Of the many custom components used on the Enforcer, the first six are now 
available from stock. 



•4 Beavertail Grip Safety. Provides better control of the 

weapon by spreading recoil over a larger area of the 

shooter's hand, reduces apparent ^ 

recoil and eliminates hammer- 

pinch. Requires minimal frame 

contouring for perfect fit 

n. 


± Extended Combat Slide Release. Computer 
calculated angle and curvature of releases 
allows reliability on hand control from shooting 
grip leaving left hand free to handle fresh 
magazine insertion. $17.50 


A, Extended Combat Safety. Match 
proven design assures positive 
control of safety without having to 
shift or reposition grip. $16.95 


T Ambidextrous Combat Slide Release. A first by M-S 
Safari Arms — Now full control of the .45 Automatic with 
the left hand. $29.50 per set. 


A Ambidextrous Combat Safety Set. 
Allows full function of safety lor left 
handed shooters or right handed 
shooters in case of injury $34.95 set 


•4 Combat Magazine Base Pad. With this component, you don’t 
have to worry about noise or damage to magazine when ejecting the 
magazine — even from a standing position — during match shooting 
or in combat. $1.95 


r 


All components are supplied in satin finished, stainless steel, ready for 
gunsmith's installation. Please use the coupon to order components direct from 
the factory; or, to request further information about the Enforcer which, of 
course, must be delivered through your local gun dealer. 




(602) 966-0445 

SAFARI ARMS 

Post Office Box 28355 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


TO: M-S SAFARI ARMS • P.O. Box 28355 * Tempo, AZ 85282 


Please enter my order for ; Quantity Total 

□ Beavertail Grip Safety @ $15.00 _ $ _ 

□ Extended Combat Safety (3) $16,95, _ $ 

□ Combat Magazine Base Pad @ $1.95. $_ 

□ Extended Combat Slide Release (o> $17.50 set ___ _ 

□ Ambidextrous Combat Safety Set («> $34.95 ______ $ _ 

□ Ambidextrous Combat Slide Release @ $29.50 set. _ $ 


Shipping & handling $ 1.00 

My check or mbney order is enclosed; Total £_ 

□ Please send me information on the Enforcer and other products 
available from M-S. I enclose $100 for postage and handling. 

Naim_ . ____ __ 

Address___ _ 

City.___ • _ 

State Zip 
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SPECIAL 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
ONLY $6.00 

NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED 
Vital Info • Completely Illustrated 
PURCHASE PROCEDURES 
MUCH ■ MUCH - MORE 
A MUST for Avid Weapons Enthusiasts 


SUB-MACHINE GUN 
GUIDE 

SA.B5 

SEND: $6.00 CASH, CERT. CHECK, M.O. 
includes Postage and handling 

TO: 

PERISCOPE PUBLICATIONS 
DEPT. S F 
P. O. BOX 1637 
MILWAUKEE, Wl 53201 

V_—_/ 


In actuality, the M14E2 bipod was in¬ 
tended for the automatic rifle of the same 
designation, and the addition of that 
bipod to a guy’s MIA accomplishes little 
or nothing except to add to the weight of 
the gun. The new unit from Springfield is 
lighter, simpler, and cheaper (about $40) 
than the standard, now rare M14E2 unit, 
and fulfills the purpose just as well. 

Installation consists merely of clamping 
it onto the bayonet lug assembly of your 
MIA and sighting the weapon in to be us¬ 
ed with the bipod. Accuracy didn’t seem 
to be affected adversely on my MIA, but 
the point of impact, as with any bipod 
mounted to the barrel or gas system of a 
weapon, was higher than it is when the 
weapon is used without a bipod. 

The construction of the unit appears to 
be sound and simple and I think the guy 
who wants to set up his MIA for sniping 
or for work where the weapon will be used 
from the bipod can use this item. 

T^HE last item is a flash suppressor 
assembly for the M16/AR15, H&K rifles, 
and Mini-14s made by Garth Choate, 
Choate Machine Works, Dept. SOF, Bald 
Knob, Arkansas. Unit quality is excellent 


and actually improves flash reduction per¬ 
formance, particularly with H&K guns. 
So, if you need better performance in this 
area or just want a new flash suppressor 
for your pet piece, drop Garth Choate a 
note. 

The people at Heckler & Koch have 
advised me they are dropping the 40- 
round magazine for the .223 (5.56mm) 
HK33, HK53, and HK93 rifles from the 
H&K line. Their reason was that the mag, 
although reliable, had proven to be too 
long and was, as a result, too cumber¬ 
some, etc. Personally, I liked the mag¬ 
azine and found it to be of excellent quali¬ 
ty, as with all H&K products. Many of 
you with HK93s will want to grab all of 
these mags you can before they are “out 
of print”—I have! 

* 

ROBERT POOS, Managing 
Editor of Soldier of Fortune Mag¬ 
azine wishes to contact Robin 
Mannock, former AP Correspon¬ 
dent in Vietnam and former News¬ 
week writer in New York. 



VISA—Mastercharge 


Order from: 


P.O. Box 693, Dept. 
Boulder, CO 80306 


C 




T-SHIRTS FOR 
SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 


$ 6.95 each 

These T-shirts are 100% cotton. Order today 





SOLDIER 0P 
fortune 


MONEY BACK GUARAN¬ 
TEE. ALLOW 3*4 WKS. 
FOR DELIVER. 

ADD $1.00 FOR POST¬ 
AGE AND HANDLING. 

Note: Commando T-shirt 
is in gold letters on 
black. 


s 

LU 

H 

SIZE 

QUANTITY 

XL 

L 

M 

S 


A 






B 






C 






D 






E 






F 







Name 

Address 

City 



State 

Zip 
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LONG BOW IN 
WORLD WAR II 

THE Apennines, Italy, 1945 — The 
10th Mountain Division squad climbed 
cautiously toward the ruined building 
looming on a barren hilltop. Their ob¬ 
jective: to take out a German machine- 
gun nest. 

Suddenly, scouts brought back word 
of a listening post hidden below the 
summit and Sgt. Ralph Hulbert, squad 
archer, was brought up to eliminate it. 
He bent his bow and an arrow sang 
through the night into the head of the 
unsuspecting sentry, followed by the 
rattle of gunfire and the explosion of 
hand grenades as his squad rushed the 
German position. 

Although this episode, a training ex¬ 
ercise held to the rear of the front line 
in which the sentry was a dummy, is 
the only one of which Hulbert will 
speak, other 10th Mt. vets indicate he 
did indeed use his skill as an archer to 
down sentries silently, enabling the 
division to surprise German strong¬ 
holds, and Hulbert recalls a general, 
who witnessed the 86th Mountain In¬ 
fantry regiment exercise, declaring, 
* 4 Well, we need an archer on every 
night patrol.” 

Hulbert, 59, to whom archery has 
been a lifelong avocation, is a retired 
school teacher living in Denver, Colo. 
He carried his long bow throughout 
the 10th Mountain’s part of the Allied 
campaign in Italy, helping his regiment 
break the German defense line across 
the Apennines. 

When asked if archery is still useful 
in modern warfare, he said, “Only to 
the extent that infantry is still part of 
modern warfare. If infantry does not 
have a place in modern warfare, then 
of course the bow and arrow or other 
primitive instruments — the boom¬ 
erang, for instance — would be of no 
value. You’ve got to be at a point 
where you can be close enough to use a 
knife.” 

He also declared that the bow’s main 
advantages were its silence and its 
psychological impact: “If you go out 
in the morning and find one of your 
sentinels killed with an arrow, this is 
tremendously detrimental to morale.” 

—M.L. Jones 

(See feature article/"Whispering 
Killer , ” on page 62.) 



NORTH AMERICAN FALs 


Over 75 high quality photographs, and 
numerous drawings and plates augment the 
authoritative text to illustrate the history and 
development of the FAL in North America from 
1950 to 1976. 

Pictured and discussed: FN FAL (1950) cal. 
.280; Rifle, Lightweight, cal. .30 FN (1952); 
Rifle, cal. .30 T48 and T48E1 FN (1953); Rifle, 
cal. .30 T48 H&R and Hi Standard, (1954). 

In addition, exhaustive manufacturing data 
and Military User specifications are given for the 
following: Rifle, 7.62mm FN CDN EX1 and EX2 
(1954); Rifle, 7.62mm FN Cl and C2 (1955); 
Rifle, 7.62mm FN C1A1 and C2A1 (1960); 
Sniper Scope Cl (Leitz, Canada). 

Includes: Automatic vs. Self-loading notes, 
disassembly & assembly instructions and serial 
number ranges. 

KNOW WHAT PARTS FIT WHICH FAL! 
SVtxlV 9 

LIST PRICE $20.00 P.P. 

Published by 
COLLECTOR GRADE 
PUBLICATIONS 
P. O. Box 20053, 

Dallas, TX 75220 



NATO’s Search for a Standard Rifle 
by R. Blake Stevens. 



AJL MARKKAS 
£&£*! 5.W. Fli■ ■. 1 >rI>I Luiii I 
1 Ilufc^nn. t>"9rwi 4MMI 

US.A. |5£2lG34&5S4 
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THE GREATEST LOST 
WILDERNESS THRILL 
IS NOW YOURS - 


MANTRACKING! 



MANTRACKING is the first book ever to teach you the ancient skill 
of tracking and signcutting. Famous frontiersmen of yesteryear 
dazzled the city slicker with this lost search tool, and now you can 
too! MANTRACKING carefully takes you through the unique Step- 
by-Step Method to trailing perfection and the greatest sense of 
satisfaction you’ve enjoyed in years. 120 pages, 36 illustrations, 
softbound. 


Order now and save $1.00 off the regular price of $8.95 

Mail to: SEARCH & RESCUE MAGAZINE 

Box 153B, Montrose, CA 91020 

Send me 

Name 


copies of Man¬ 
tracking at the 
Special intro¬ 
ductory Price 
of $7.95 each. 

Street 


City 


State 

Zip 


□ Check Enclosed 

□ Master Charge 

□ BankAmericard 

(Calif, residents add 

Card No.: Exp. Date: / 

6% sales tax 


DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED 
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R hodesia receives 

AIRCRAFT ... 


Despite UN sanctions, the Rhodesian 
air force continues to receive new military 
aircraft. Among the latest recruits are 
several Siai Marchetti SF-260W Warrior 
light strike aircraft. 

In 1977 Aviation Spare Parts Europe 
delivered 22 Warriors, ostensibly to the 
Comores Republic in the Indian Ocean 
(population 250,000). Most if not all of 
them have now ended up in Rhodesia. 

The Rhodesian air force has also receiv¬ 
ed four Rockwell OV-10F Bronco coun¬ 


ter-insurgency aircraft, according to 
reliable sources, part of 16 supplied to In¬ 
donesia in 1976 and 1977. 

It also seems likely that 13 Bell 205 
helicopters, now in Rhodesia, came 
through similar indirect routes. The chop¬ 
pers were ordered from Agusta (Italy) for 
a customer in Kuwait. Arriving in Beirut 
via ship, they were unloaded and moved 
to a Christian suburb. Reports suggest 
they later passed to Israel in exchange for 
small arms and ammunition. 

The Israeli government may have pass¬ 
ed the aircraft directly to Rhodesia or us¬ 
ed them to replace older models in its own 
armed forces, releasing used vehicles for 
unofficial export. 


N ew marine 

COMMANDANT ... 


One famous Marine Corps combat hero 
has handed over to another the post of 
Commandant of the Corps. 

On June 29, Gen. Louis H. Wilson, a 
Medal of Honor winner, stepped down as 
26th Commandant, and Gen. Robert Bar- 
row, holder of the Navy Cross and Army 
Distinguished Service Cross, became the 
27th. 


For Wilson, whose craggy face some¬ 
what resembles the famous Marine Corps 
bulldog tattoo, it ended a 38-year career 
as a Marine, during which he won the na¬ 
tion’s highest decoration for heroism 
while leading an infantry company during 
the invasion of Guam in World War II. 

Gen. Barrow, 57, and a 37-year Marine, 
won his Navy Cross while commanding an 
infantry company of the First Marine 
Regiment during the Marines’ epic battle 
from Korea’s Chosin Reservoir to the sea. 
The regiment itself was commanded at 
that time by the Marines’ legendary Lewis 
B. (Chesty) Puller, winner of more 
decorations for heroism than any other 
Marine in the Corps’ history. 

Barrow won the Army’s Distinguished 
Service Cross while commanding the 
Ninth Marine Regiment in Vietnam dur¬ 
ing Operation Dewey Canyon in 1969. 
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7 th sf group 
STILL THERE ... 

Final word on the possible demise of 
the 7th Special Forces Group has yet to be 
uttered, informed sources reported to 
SOF. 

The “red flash** 7th — one of three 
Green Beret units left in the active Army 
— has been targeted for elimination some 
time in fiscal year 1980, which begins Oc¬ 
tober 1. The group has three battalions — 
two at Fort Bragg, N.C., and one in the 
Panama Canal Zone. 

The Army reportedly has been con¬ 
sidering eliminating two of the battalions 
and using those manpower spaces to help 
activate new conventional units. The plan 
also envisions using the remaining 450 or 
so spaces from the Group’s 1,100-man 
strength authorization to form a Special 
Forces Battalion Task Force. 

The final decision on whether to deac¬ 
tivate the 7th will be made by the Army’s 
Chief of Staff. The basis for that decision 
will be contained in a so-called “decision 
memorandum” for the Chief and inform¬ 
ed sources said the document hasn’t been 
written yet. When the document paving 
the way for a Final life-or-death decision 
will surface is uncertain. 

G rey berets 

ANTI-TERRORIST UNIT ... 

Carl E. Buck (P.O. Box 79, Hallstead, 
PA 18822) reports positive response to his 
formation of two groups of “Grey 
Berets” (see FLAK, June ’78), anti- 
terrorist units to be located in strategic 
U.S, areas. 


In mid-September he held an organiza¬ 
tional camp at Oneonta, N.Y. He is cur¬ 
rently seeking legal aid at local, state and 
federal levels, as well as information con¬ 
cerning possible target zones or hot spots. 

Unit No. 1 of the Grey Berets is now be¬ 
ing organized in Binghamton, N.Y., to 
cover a 180-mile radius. Buck hopes to 
form other units of professional soldiers 
and trained citizens throughout the rest of 
the country. 

M ercenary 

LEFT TO ROT ... 


Parents of a British mercenary have ac¬ 
cused the British government of letting 
him rot in a foreign jail. The mercenary, 
former British army paratrooper Carl 
Fortuin, says he has had no official visits 
from a British government official this 
year. 

Fortuin, 35, is one of seven British 
mercenaries jailed in 1976 for fighting in 
the Angolan civil war. He was given a 
24-year sentence. 

In his first letter home in seven months, 
he says he is being looked after reasonably 
well at the prison in the country’s capital, 
Luanda. 

A Foreign Office spokesman said the 
contents of the letter would be passed on 
to the “appropriate department,” 


Continued on page 89 


THIS BOOK PREPARES 
YOU FOR TERRORISM, 

FOOD SHORTAGES,_ 

MONETARY COLLAPSE, 
A DICTATORSHIP, AND 
GUN CONFISCATION!!! 


TIMELY AND PROFITABLE HELP FOR 
TROUBLED AMERICANS hits the bull's-eye! 
In it survival expert Hans J. Schneider reveals 
his proven plan for YOUR freedom and sur¬ 
vival in the midst of economic and civil 
turmoil. 

An extraordinary life uniquely qualified 
Hans to write it JUST FOR TIMES LIKE 
THESE! He endured much physical suffering 
and privation under two dictatorships, includ¬ 
ing 5 years under Communism. As his country 
struggled through another economic and polit¬ 
ical crash, a serious illness almost took his life. 
His father, a former industrialist, lost about 
$10 million overnight, was imprisoned and 
told that he would be shot the next day. 

As thousands of a disarmed populace were 
murdered, conditions were so severe that they 
had to arrive at ingenious ways to survive, and 
solve food and clothing problems ... let Mr. 
Schneider tell you about it. 

Having survived terribly adverse circum¬ 
stances many times, he knows first hand what 
worked and what did not. Why endure like 
hardships if you can learn from a man of such 
caliber? This invaluable knowledge will help 
you in similar times ahead. 

Chapter 19, “Emergency Short-Term Sur¬ 
vival,” alone can save the lives of you and 
your loved ones. It Is a crash course in the 
most essential areas if time is of the essence 
and things are caving in around you. In it the 
author gives you the best and most compre¬ 
hensive food test derived from his own experi¬ 
ence and in-depth research of various survival 
manuals. Also included is an abbreviated ver¬ 
sion taken from the Air Force Survival Man¬ 
ual. Knowledge of these tests is a MUST. The 
same lifesaving chapter will show you what to 
do when you get lost in the wild country, or 
if you were relocated from where you NOW 
live, and how to provide almost instant shelter 
and heat. You will receive vital information 
on survival hunting, unusual remedies, first 
aid, and orientation. Lists of survival manuals 
and essential items for the survival kit (most 
of which can be obtained locally and easily 
carried with you in times of emergency) are 
included. 

Now discover how you can: 

* Beat inflation and depression. 

* Protect and increase your savings by proper 
investments. 

* Choose an exciting occupation least vulner¬ 
able to unemployment. 

* Succeed in your own business. 

* Make money, cut expenses, save time. 

* Get out of the rat race. 

* Live simply for LESS and enjoy it MORE. 

* Locate your place of refuge (things to look 
for, what to avoid). 

* Be completely independent when energy 
sources give out by producing your owrt 
electricity without gasoline 5 different ways. 

* Prepare for the coming agricultural woes. 

* Get in top physical condition with the right 
type of diet for your geographical location 
and lifestyle. 

* Protect yourself from auto repair gimmicks 
and skyrocketing crime. 

* Give your children a meaningful, thorough 
education in 2 hours a day without expos¬ 
ing them to dope, delinquency, racial prob¬ 
lems and bad teachings. 

. . . and much, MUCH more. 

Dealer inquiries concerning bulk orders invited. 



WWPC 


store, and how 
. What weed 


DO YOU KNOW??? 

What essential provisions to, 
some can be used for barter? 
has a tremendous healing acsion for wounds 
and sores (page 45)? . . . Which animals are 
the most productive, economical and easiest to 
care for? . . . What advantages the Southern 
Hemisphere has to offer? . . . Why Hitler's on- 
rushing military might never invaded Switzer¬ 
land? . . . Why big cities will be places of in¬ 
creased terror in the coming years? . . .What 
usually follows gun registration? . . . Which in¬ 
vestments will be a disaster in the near future? 
(Believe it or not, but the funds of many 
Americans are tied up In these.) . . . Why your 
savings accounts could be wiped out overnight? 

Find the answers in 180 different concise 
sections. You will also read about alternate 
lifestyles, weaponry, and defense tactics; 7 
ways to get out of debt (page 94); 5 ways to 
identify “shady" businesses; 6 simple, inex¬ 
pensive ways to preserve your own food (one 
using just a needle and string! page 47); and 
what is even more important for your physical 
survival than merely storing food (see pages 
214 and 248-249!). 

Are you sick of It all? The rat race, pres¬ 
sures of modern-day living? Do you ever long 
for independence, your own home in the 
country with peace and quiet? THIS IS THE 
BOOK FOR YOU! 

You'll find out how you can wisely select 
the right place to live in the stormy times 
ahead, using the 3 “acid tests," his own unique, 
proven approach—just like Mr. Schneider did! 
He lives in a beautiful place situated in the 
mountains by a spring-fed creek without util¬ 
ity bills, polluted air, chemicalized food, and 
noise. 

Ever considered moving to another land? 
The author, who has lived abroad and trav¬ 
elled in nearly 100 countries, gives you the 
facts you need to know before incurring the 
formidable expense and effort of emigrating. 
He even explores yachting as a means of sur¬ 
vival and a way to see and live all over the 
world. 

Learn how to untangle yourself from the 
spiderweb of political, economic, and propa¬ 
gandized confusion. Enjoy a meaningful life 
of fulfillments and accomplishments free from 
frustrations. 

Within its 288 pages, find how you can 
turn problems into advantages, miseries into 
happiness, boredom into challenge, and time 
waste of a merry-go-round existence into a 
purposeful life. 

In short, you'll discover in this book how 
to live better today and be more prepared for 
tomorrow. 

Mr. Schneider Is also the author of another 
unusual book, MASTERS OF LEGALIZED 
CONFUSION AND THEIR PUPPETS (65,000 
copies In print!), an undisputed eye-opener 
written without compromise. Now BOTH 
books can be obtained for only $9.90 POST¬ 
PAID. And for each additional set ordered, 
you pay just $7.90 extra—$2 OFF (a 20% 
saving)! Books can also be sent direct to your 
friends at no additional cost with your com¬ 
pliments! Prompt shipment guaranteed. 

Write your name, address and the desired 
sets on a plain sheet of paper and send with 
your check or money order to: 

WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP.,Dept.CG 
P.O. Box 105, Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.SA. 


NOVEMBER/79 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 13 













LEARN 

The New Pistolcraft 

At Jeff Cooper's 
API Training Center 

The American Pistol Institute is now accepting 
applications for training of police, military and 
civilian students (with proper credentials) at the 
new 170-acre training center. Basic course 
teaches you to shoot carefully and quickly; to hit 
single, multiple and moving targets; to move cor¬ 
rectly; to maintain continuity of action; to re¬ 
spond properly to the unexpected; and much 
more. Unique, proven teaching method quickly 
imparts the decisive skills of modern defensive 
pistolcraft. 

FOR 8-PAGE BROCHURE. SEND $1 to: 

The American Pistol Insitutute 
Box 401-x Paulden, AZ 86334 


Switchblades 
Switch * 


are illegal. 


& 


The FLICKET gives^ 
fast, one hand 
access to the 
single-lock blade 
knife with a flick of 
the thumb. Spring 
steel attachment 
clamps securely to 
top edge of blade. 

Flicket and single-lock stainless 
steel blade knife with brass and 
wood handle, only $9.95 ppd. Or 
order the FLICKET for your own 
single-lock blade knife. Three sizes 
available: 1/8" (#1), 1/10" (#2), 
3/32" (#3). Specify size. Only $2.95 
each, ppd. 

To order, send cash, check or money 
order. (If cash, add 5(2) 

Coco’s - Dept. SOF 
P.O.Box 451 
Calabasas, Calif. 91302 





SOF’s Combat Pistolcraft column wel¬ 
comes letters from our readers. If you 
have a good question or contribution, 
send it to Jeff Cooper, care of SOF\ P . O. 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. For a quick, 
personal reply, include a self-addressed , 
stamped envelope , 

• Question 1: Installation of a 
lanyard ring on auto pistols (.45 Colt 
specifically). It occurs to me that when 
sleeping out in insecure areas (I’m think¬ 
ing more of the bush, not the city), it 
might be nice to have the pistol attached 
to the wrist with cord. It won't end up in 
the bottom of the sleeping bag when one’s 
rudely awakened by gunfire. It will always 
be there. 

On the other hand, having it almost lit¬ 
erally in hand during sleep might prove 
hazardous. It sounds dumb, but it’s not 
inconceivable that a tense, restless dream 
might cause a slipping off of the safety 
and pulling the trigger. Result: bullet 
through leg — bad news. On the other 
hand, it would be nice to have the pistol 
right there when the lead flies. 

Question 2: Night-sights. As most pistol 
activities seem to take place at night, 
wouldn’t such sights be worthwhile? In 
SOF, May ’79 (“Nite Site® ,” p. 36), 
there’s an article on such equipment. Do 
you feel a need for glowing sights, and if 
so, what system do you find most suit¬ 
able? Such systems might weaken the day 
sight-picture but, if it’s true most actions 


occur in the dark, wouldn’t it be wise to 
play the odds? Is a compromised day-sight 
preferable to no night-sight at all? 

Question 3: The .40 caliber auto round. 
Over the years, I’ve read many references 
to these. Is the .40 G&A in Guns & Am¬ 
mo, Feb. ’77, referred to? If not, what is 
in the works? Has this concept been aban¬ 
doned? This idea would seem to offer 
something for small women and inex¬ 
perienced folk who are intimidated by the 
.45 ACP but don’t mind the 9mm. Or 
does it? 

Question 4: Armor-piercing .45 ACP 
round. In SOF, Feb. *79, you mentioned 
interest in such to penetrate body armor 
worn by undesirables. .Although I’m but a 
pup (24 years old), I’ve Fired a wide varie¬ 
ty of rifle and pistol ammo at an equally 

wide variety of objects. Based on this 
limited experience and the huge quantities 
of literature I’ve read concerning 
firearms, it seems that the one factor 
needed to penetrate barriers is velocity. 
Witness the results obtained with .223, 
.357 mag and 9mm when a light slug is 
shot fast. They usually penetrate metal 
plate and such when the big bores won’t, 
even though they’re not as lethal on un¬ 
protected humanoids. My experience has 
borne this out. A .17 Rem will often 
punch through material a large, slow slug 
won’t. Not always but sometimes. 

It would seem impossible to propel a 
normal-caliber, normal-weight bullet 
from the .45 ACP at the necessary speed. 
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Why not a subcaliber projectile at higher 
speed? (See Figure 1.) The idea in this 
figure is borrowed directly from the 30mm 
AP rounds for the GAU-8 Gatling gun us¬ 
ed in the Fairchild A-10 attack aircraft. 
These rounds are intended to penetrate 
the hardest Soviet tanks, and tests have 
shown them extremely effective. The pro¬ 
jectile looks like an ordinary, solid piece 
but is in fact “hollow” and contains a 
dense, hard, solid “penetrator” which ac¬ 
tually does the work. For the 30mm round 
the penetrator is of depleted uranium but 
something less exotic should suffice for 
our purposes. The entire projectile goes to 
the target, but when impact occurs the 
outer casing disintegrates or “peels back” 
and the penetrator continues forward, 
having a hardness and sectional density 
many, many times that of the weak cas¬ 
ing. 

I’ve performed tests of this principle, 
using blowguns and airguns, and the 
“penetrator” always zips through the 
target leaving the dart base or whatever 
behind. Can see no reason why it 
wouldn’t work in handguns, provided 
proper material and construction were us¬ 
ed. Extensive testing would be required — 
expensive — but I’m positive it would 
work. Note the normal rounded shape for 
easy feeding in pistols and SMGs. The tip 
should be open so the penetrator can pass 
through easily. Incidentally, the 30mm 
round’s tip is solid, but at a muzzle veloci¬ 
ty of 3500 fps + it doesn’t matter. It 
would take an expert to determine pene¬ 
trator size and weight, but it seems it 
could be anywhere from .22 to .30 caliber. 
Now the rub — the advantage of heavy 
bullet and weight have been lost. 

Whether it’s better to penetrate with a 
small slug or knock over with a big non¬ 
penetrating slug is subject to debate. The 
small one may kill instantly or cause a vic¬ 
tim to go into shock, but would probably 
not knock over. The big ones will flatten 
(temporarily) but leave the victim 
“intact” and probably shooting back 
when he recovers — seconds? Subsequent 
non-penetrating rounds may not be much 
help. On the other hand, the small slug 
may not do anything in time. 

An alternative design is shown in Figure 
2, based on the separating sabot principle. 
Although less desirable for feeding rea¬ 
sons, velocity of penetrator would prob¬ 
ably be higher due to lighter weight of 
sabot as compared to “hollow” shell. 
Velocities of penetrators from .45 ACP 
rounds should be in the 1200-1300 fps 
range. Not much, but should have a much 
better chance of penetrating body armor 
than standard .45 ACP round. 

Question 5: The Evil Day. The possibil¬ 
ity of a total handgun ban is real. Ques¬ 
tion: What to do when the Evil Day oc¬ 
curs? This law would obviously be wrong, 
oppressive, totalitarian, of questionable 
motive, and quite unconstitutional. What 
is one supposed to do when the enforcers 


of Big Brother’s wisdom knock on the 
door? Run or fight? Running might well 
be construed as being cowardly in the face 
of the enemy, and could leave a bad taste 
in one’s mouth. 

On the other hand, how many people 
could pull the trigger on an official of law 
enforcement sporting blue uniform and 
badge? I don’t think I could. Surrender 
means your guns lost forever — I’ve never 
heard of a gun law being repealed — and a 
feeling of having failed yourself and your 
country. Fighting means being branded a 
murderer and pursued as such. 

You’re probably saying, “See that it 
never happens by keeping such people out 
of office with the vote.” Sounds reason¬ 
able but it may not be enough. We’ve seen 
that majority public opinion doesn’t nec¬ 
essarily carry weight in Washington. 
Ludicrous laws are passed every year — 
over 20,000 gun laws on the books to 
date. The Evil Day could still happen, re¬ 
gardless of votes. 

Might it not be in our — concerned gun 
owners’ — best interest to formulate con¬ 
tingency plans to thwart the enforcers’ ef¬ 
forts and render the law unenforceable? 
I’m not talking about massive, armed re¬ 
bellion but massive disruption and harass¬ 
ment of the systems and agencies involv¬ 
ed. Refusal of gun owners to pay income 
tax, for example, might have a sobering 
effect on the king. Big Brother needs Big 
Bucks to operate. Although one might 
risk going to jail, if the situation were 
resolved later, he would not have a law en¬ 
forcement official’s death on his con¬ 
science. I’ve dealt with this subject many 
times, trying to envision all possible sce¬ 
narios, but I’ve yet to reach solid conclu¬ 
sions. 

R.A.B., Middletown, Ohio 

• The way to install a lanyard ring 
on a ,45 auto is the way the government 
did in the first place . Most of mine have 
the original GI attachment installed now. 

We find here at the school that, in any 
situation in which there is enough light to 
identify your enemy, your basic stance 
will suffice very well. This never ceases to 
surprise the students , and to tell the truth, 
it sometimes surprises me. 

The 10mm pistol round remains to be 
developed, The Europeans tell me that 
they will build pistols for it as soon as we 
in America develop the cartridge, I tell 
them that we already have a cartridge and 
what they need is to develop one them¬ 
selves. There the matter rests for the mo¬ 
ment. 

Your ideas for AP ammunition for the 
.45 pistol are very interesting and I ima¬ 
gine that someone will work them out 
sometime. Right now their principle draw¬ 
back seems to be expense. 

I cannot advise you as to the proper be¬ 
havior when the Evil Day, God forbid, ar¬ 
rives. I am neither your father nor your 
pastor, and I certainly do not wish to ap- 
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1. FIREPOWER by Dempster and 
Tompkins, U98 pages.•• .$1*.25 
(per agreement with the 
publishers in England*GORGI* 
we are the Importers for 
this publication. Dealers 
contact us on your letter¬ 
head for price quotes, 

2. MAJOR MIKE by Robin Moore 

,,«,$ 2.50 

3. RHODESIA by Robin Moore 

.,..$2.25 

U. THE MERCENARIES by Mockler 
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5, THE WHORES OF WAR 

(Mercenaries Today).$2,9*> 

6, HOW TO SURVIVE ON LAND AND 
SEA. Official U.S. Navy 
publication,*•••••••*$6.50 

7, PRISONER OF WAR. 6 Years 
as a PCW. Reflections and 
sketches of 6 years in Hanoi 
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8, TO LIVE IN THE FIRE. 

Photos and text of the six 
day war. Never before seen, 
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9, SURVIVAL—U.S. AIR FORCE 
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10, ANARCHIST COOKBOOK.$10,00 
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12. KNIFE THR0WING f FIGHTING 
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1U# THE WORLD'S FIGHTING 
SHOTGUNS. 
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1977 edition. 
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last, we have the following 
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#6. $2,00 each or all 5 
issues for $7.50, 

add .50* postage to each 
order, 
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Gift Buyers 

Check This 
Out 


Other Great Back 
Issues, $4.00 + 500 


Be sure to write “SPECIAL” in the box on 
the ENCLOSED back copy order form 


ANY TWO Oil MORE OF THE ABOVE 
ISSUES SPECIAL AT $3.50 EACH IN¬ 
CLUDING POSTAGE. SAVE A RUCK EACH. 
(REG. $4.00 i 50$ POST EACH) 


postage each. 


ISSUE NUMBER ONE: U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt To Fight For Saigon/CIA 
Assassination Of Trujiilo/Col. Hoare & His Mercs In Angola. 

ISSUE NUMBER TWO: Bayo-Pawley Affalr/War In Angola/Mythologies Of The Ter¬ 
rorist War/Rhodesian Update/Special Forces Desert Training. 
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ISSUE NUMBER EIGHT: Let’s Print The Truth About Rhodesia/Israeli Defense 
Force: Ready & Waiting/South African Army Prepares For War. 

ISSUE NUMBER NINE: Africa Is Burning/A Professional Soldier Evaluates CIA- 
Cuban Exile Operations/Freelancing In Cambodia/Silent Death In Vietnam. 
ISSUE NUMBER TEN: The Sanctioning Of Tyranny/Big Story/Tet 68: Rangers In 
Action/Africa's Next Hot Spot/Bounty Hunting In Africa. 

ISSUE NUMBER ELEVEN: Mercs' Togo Mission: Assassinate The 
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ISSUE NUMBER TWELVE: The H&K Assault Rifle/French Foreign Legion Today: 
Part 1/Behlert Combat Custom .45 Colt Automatic/Dynamiting With Donovan. 


ISSUE NUMBER THIRTEEN: President In Exile: Lon Nol ReflectsH'hailand: Last 
Refuge For Freedom/French Foreign Legion Today — Part 2. 
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Strike Into Angola/French Foreign Legion Today—Conclusion. 

ISSUE NUMBER FIFTEEN: SOF Interviews General John K. Singlaub/Jeff 
Cooper’s “Gunslte’TThe Black Devils/Black Gun Blaster/Triflon/The Ninja. 

ISSUE NUMBER SIXTEEN: A Dynamite Combat Custom .45 Auto/in Memoriam: 
Tribute To a Professional Warrior — Mike Echanis. 

ISSUE NUMBER SEVENTEEN: SOF Jumps With A Ghost Squadron/The Colorado 
National Guard Shows the Regulars How/U.S. Navy SEALs—Part 1. 
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father of SWAT/U.S. Navy SEALs—Part 2/Rhodeslan Ranch Security—Part 1. 
ISSUE NUMBER NINETEEN: Rhodesian Ranch Security:—Conclusion/NIte 
Site® /SMG vs Pistol/AK-47 & Its Variations/Soviets Salute SOF. 

ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY: BATF Gestapo/Death In the Night In Vietnam/Who 
Dares Wins—Inside Look at the Biggest Jailbreak in Hlstory/Chrls Dempster. 
ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY-ONE: BATF Gestapo—Concluslon/Combat Tracking 
Techniques/Fighting tor Keeps/My Fight Against Fidel—Part 1/Full Auto. 

ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY-TWO: Salgon-The Toughest Beat in the World/My 
Fight Against Fidel—Concluslon/Mad Mike's Mercs In the Congo/Mau Mau. 
ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY-THREE: Fairbairn of Shanghai/Hell on Wheels/Disaster 
to Glory/Duel of the Master Snipers/World Practical Pistol Championships. 
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of Mozambique/Sidewinder SMG Revlsited/K-88 Spotting Scope/Battle of Blood. 
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pear in print as any sort of revolutionary. 
Your conscience is obviously a very per¬ 
sonal thing . Literally millions of us in the 
20th century have killed men against 
whom we have had no particular personal 
grudge . The degree to which that troubles 
us varies . 

When faced with intolerable oppression 
some men will act in a way which definite¬ 
ly imperils the “civil rights” of their op¬ 
pressor . Others will not. If we may take 
scripture as a guide, when the Evil Day 
finally came to Samson he tore down the 
entire temple on the heads of guilty and 
innocent alike. Whether that was a moral 
act or not is something that Samson took 
up in due course with his God . 



ABOVE: Armand Swenson full-house 
combat-modified P-35 Browning Hi-Power 
9mm pistol. Note hole in rear of trigger 
where retaining pin has been removed, 
making trigger action more reliable. 
BELOW: Custom Model 29 .44 magnum 
revolver. Hackathorn found weapon handl¬ 
ed well and was easy to control, compared 
to his own stock four-inch M-29. 



Aln interesting trend is developing 
within IPSC ranks. As the designers of 
national and world title championships 
come up with more and more exotic 
courses of fire, competitors are looking to 
different gadgets to remain more com¬ 
petitive. A case in point is the up-and- 
coming rush to have custom P-35 Brown¬ 
ing pistols built for use in these foot race 
type of assault courses. The problem, as 
usual, is with those who design the course. 
Many times they fail to consider the pri¬ 
mary role of the handgun as a sidearm. it 
is strictly a defensive tool. To come up 
with a course of fire that requires more 
ammunition than a man normally carries 


on his person is losing sight of the pistol’s 
defensive role. In fact the Limit should be 
18 rounds of ammo, the basic load a re¬ 
volver shooter will carry. 

If additional stages are added, then 
repeated long-shot strings can be con¬ 
sidered, but only with a limit of 18 shots. 
This may sound odd to the proponents of 
large capacity auto pistols, but we have 
allowed ourselves to nearly put the revolv¬ 
er out of the picture when it comes to be¬ 
ing competitive in matches. Our aim is to 
teach people how to use their sidearms 
safely and efficiently. The fact is that a 
vast number of people in this world use 
and carry revolvers for self-defense. We 
should not exclude them from being part 
of our activity. 

So, when one enters a contest that re¬ 
quires 36 rounds to a stage or assault 
course, the concept of a defensive en¬ 
counter has been compromised. Defensive 
shooting situations take place at close 
range and are usually over in a few sec¬ 
onds. If your club or practical shooting 
league is determined to run action type 
courses, make sure that realism and prac- 
tipal defensive doctrine are followed. 
Since the Rhodesians hosted the 1977 
World Championships, other organiza¬ 
tions have decided the way to get ahead is 
to outdo their example with yet more run¬ 
ning assault type matches that could be 
better solved with a sub-machine gun or 
assault carbine. 

The dominant pistol for these long- 
winded shooting matches has become the 
P-35 9mm parabellum. It is the natural 
choice in those countries where the supply 
system is geared to NATO. However, in 
the U.S. many top competitors are also 
having custom pistolsmiths turn out 
specialized P-35 autos. 

While the idea may not seem too bad to 
some, the P-35 of the future has taken on 
the look of the gadget gun. Not only are 
these pistols accuracy tuned, they sport 
Bar-Sto barrels, ambidextrous safeties, 
and long ported barrels. The final touch is 
to put a Bomar rib on the gun to reduce 
recoil and give the pistol a super-fine 
three-pound trigger pull. 

A practical pistol is one suitable for dai¬ 
ly wear as a self-defense sidearm. If we use 
weapons for matches only and others for 
daily carry, then we should refrain from 
giving the Police PPC crowd so much 
hell. 

Shooters like Dave Westerhout of Rho¬ 
desia are forced to use the P-35 because of 
the available supply of 9mmP. His pistol 
is basically stock with the Bomar combat 
rib so well liked by the Rhodesians. He 
carries it as well as competes with it. He is 
very good with the P-35 Browning. His 
gear is thus practical. But when we see 
American shooters gearing up for the hot¬ 
rod P-35, then I sense that problems lie 
ahead for the practical shooting concept. 
Diversity in courses and in common-sense 
match layout is the only way that IPSC 
ideals can remain realistic. 


CjfRANT Stapleton, owner of Sentinel 
Arms Co., Dept. SOF, 17 Olmstead Pla¬ 
za, Middletown, PA 17057, recently 
showed me one of his new custom Model 
29 .44 magnum revolvers. For years many 
of us have wondered what a snub-nose .44 
mag would be like to shoot. Stapleton 
solved that inquiry when he brought out 
this new, highly customized S&W M-29. 
The barrel has been cut to 2 3 A inches, the 
front sight relocated, the frame reshaped 
to allow the use of a pair of Pachmayr 
grips that would normally be used on a 
round-butt M-19 combat mag. This 
change in grip design alone does more to 
make the gun more comfortable and con¬ 
trollable when firing .44 mag. ammo. The 
barrel is Magnaported. As part of the bar¬ 
rel shortening operation, a crane lock has 
been installed instead of the center pin 
lock standard on S&W revolvers. 

The action has been given Austin Beh- 
lert’s “Micro Finish” and is beautiful. 
The final touch is a Metalife SS finish, a 
chrome industral plating buffed to look 
like stainless steel. I fired the test gun 
about 25 times. I quit at that point 
because my nervous system got the 
shakes. Nonetheless, I was surprised at 
how well the Sentinel Arms Custom M-29 
handled. It was easy to control, compared 
to my stock four-inch M-29. The improv¬ 
ed grip design and super smooth action 
work seem to contribute more than 
anything else. For anyone wanting a fine 
belly gun, Sentinel Arms should be con¬ 
tacted for details. 

One question keeps coming to mind. 
“What in the hell is it good for?” Aside 
from impressing your friends, I can im¬ 
agine that it should be ideal for repelling 
boarders if members of the opposition are 
fond of jerking open your car door at in¬ 
tersections and attempting to rob you. 

—Ken Hackathorn 

* 


' A The NEW 
X/1 Incomparable 



SKI1M-BCC 


i^- 


Self protection 1 A unique 
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NORDAC SELLS ONLY BRAND NEW 


ORIGINAL G.l. EQUIPMENT 


BELT, INDIVIDUAL EQUIPMENT, U.S. Mil. Spec. B-43826A, 
Latest Design w/Stainless Steel Slia Adjustments, 
Heavy O.D. Nylon Web, 100V. Original, Brand New, 

Medium..$ 8.50 

Large...$ 9.50 

BELT. PANTS, Web 1%" Webbing w/Mllltary 1%" Steel 
ond Brass Plated Buckle w/Motching End Tip. One Size 
Fits All, 44 Inches Long, Available In Navy Blue, Black, 
Khaki, Olive Drob, Brown and White; Please specify 

Color, Brand New.$ 2.00 

BELT, PISTOL, Olive Drob Cotton, Mfg. for Vietnam, Three 
Rows of Eyelets, Brand New, Available in Small $ 7,00 

Medium.$ 7.50 

Large ......$ 8.00 

BIPOD, C.l. Issue, Fits AR18/M1B Porkerlzed Steel, Indi¬ 
vidually Pocked, Brand New ,,.$12.00 
BOOT, CHUKKA, Current Issue, Leother w/Chevron 
Pattern Sole, U.S. Mil. Spec. 100% U.S. Mfg., Available 
In the Following Sizes Only; B'/jR, 9R, 10W, 11'/,R, 

11W, 12W, Brand New.$28.00 

BOOT, COMBAT, Heavy Block Leather w/Chevron Pattern 
Sole, U.S. Mil. Spec. 8-4348 ID, Current Gov't. Contract, 
100% Original, Avalloble In the Following Sizes Only; 

8R, 9W, 1 OR, 11R, 12W, Brand New.$35.00 

BOOT, JUNGLE, w/Ponama Sole, Leother w/Nylon ond 
Cotton Web Side Panel, U.S. Mil. Spec. B-43154G, 
100% U.S. Mfg;, Current Gov't. Contract, Available In 
the Following Sizes Only, IW, 9W, 12R, 12W, 13W, 

Brand New..$32.50 

PJX, MATCH, U.S. Mil. Spec. B-40042D, Original G.l. 
Issue, w/Matches, O.G. Plastic w/Ftlnt Striker, 2% 
Inches High, Waterproof w/Rubber Seal, Brand New 

...$ 1.00 

CAMOUFLAGE COAT. U.S. Mil. Spec. C-431991, Current 
G.l. Issue Leaf Pattern Brand New, Avalloble In Sizes; 
Extra Small Regular, Small Short, Smoll Long, Medium 

Short, Medium Long, Please Specify Size.$25.00 

CAMOUFLAGE TROUSERS, U.S. MU. Spec. T-43217E, 
Current G.l. Issue Leaf Pattern, Brond New. Available 
In Sizes; Small Short, Small Regular, Small Long, 
Medium Short, Medium Regular, Medium Long. Specify 

Size... ... .$22.50 

CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES, Trousers ond Coat, U.S. Mil. 
Spec. Current G.l. Issue Leaf Pattern, Available In Sizes 
Listed Above, Specify Size for Coot and Trousers, As 

Described Above. Per Set. .$38.50 

CANTEEN, U.S. Mil. Spec. C-43103B, Original. Olive 
Green Plastic w/Screw Cap, 1 Qt., Capacity, Brond 
New.$ 2.00 

CANTEEN COVER LC-2, Olive Green Nylon w/Belt Clips, 
U.S. Mil. Spec. C-43742A, Original Brand New .. $ 5.50 
CANTEEN CUP, WATER, Crescent w/Wtre Handle, U.S. 
Mil. Spec. C-43761 A, Current Morsholly Marked, Brand 

New. ......$ 4.00 

CAP, UTILITY, CAMOUFLAGE Leaf Pattern, U.S. Mil. Spec, 
C-29366, Current Gov't. Contract. 100% Original. 
Available In Small, Medium, Large and Extra Large, 

Please Specify Size, Brand New ...._ _$ 5.00 

CARGO FIELD PACK, Olive Drab Canvas w/Web Strap, 
NSN 8445-382-7967, 100% Original G.l. Issue. Brand 

New. $15.00 

CASE, SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION, 20-Round Magazine, 
MU, Olive Green Heavy Nylon Material, Holds Four 
20 Shot Magazines, w/Grenode Straps on Sides and 
Ad|. Strap w/Hook to Attach to Suspenders, Current 
issue. Original U.S. Mil. Spec. C-43534B, Brand New 

...$ 7.50 

CASE, SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION, 30-Round Magazine, 
MU/MUA1, Olive Green Nylon, Holds Three 30 Shot 
Magazines, w/Two Grenade Pocket Straps, U.S. Mil. 
Spec. C-43I27A, Current Issue, Brand New ... $10.00 
COAT, HOT WEATHER, Man's Combat, Olive Green, 
Cotton Poplin, U.S. Mil. Spec. C-43199E, NSN 8415-00- 
935-4705, Available In Small Regular Only, Brand New 

....... . ....... ... ... . . .$20.00 

COLLPSIBLE INTRENCHING TOOL/SHOVEL, U.S. Mil. Spec. 
1-43684, Quality Tempered Steel Lightweight Aircraft 
Aluminum, 100% Genuine U.S, Government Issue, 
Rare, Brand New....$18.00 

COVER/CARRIER. INTRENCHING TOOL, Election Maided/ 
Comoosltlon Plastic Material, Original, Olive Green, 
Current Issue, U.S. Mil. Spec. C-43831A, Brand New. 

. .... ........$ 4.00 

COVER/CARRIER 8 COUAPSIB4.I INTRENCHING TOOL/ 
SHOVEL, Election Molded, As Above Set ....... $20.00 

COVER/CARRIER. NYLON INTRENCHING TOOL, w/lnslde 
Mete I Reinforcement, Early Model, Brand New ,$ 6.50 


DOG TAGS. Personnel Identification Tag, Original G.l. 
Issua Dog Tags, U.S. Mil. Spec. T-842E, Embossed to 
your Specifications; Set as G.i. Issued Includes; Two [2] 
Mil. Spec. Stainless Steel, Rolled Edge, Dog Tags 
[8465-00-261-6629 Necklace, Personnel Identification 
Tog] with One [1] issue 27 Inch and One [1] 5% Inch 

Stoinless Steel Chain, Per Sat, Postppld ..$ 5.00 

Two Sots, Postpaid .... .....$ 9.50 

Four [4] or Five [5] Lines Per Tag, 16 Characters Par 
Lina Allowed, Include Spaces ond Punctuation. Send 
All Information for Both Tags Typad or Legibly Printed. 
WE WILL EMBOSS ANYTHING FOR YOU. 

DOG TAG. INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFICATION, w/Smoll [5%"] 
Chain, Embossad os Abov# For Usa on Luggoga, Pats, 

Flraorms Identification, ETC.$ 2.00 

DOG TAG, w/1 Inch Split Steel Key Ring, Embossed to 

Your Specifications os Above.$ 2.00 

DOG TAG, INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFICATION, w/Long [27"] 
Chain, Embossed as Above, Use for Children’s ID, 

Allergy Alert, Etc., Eoch.$ 3.50 

FIELD JACKET, Coat, Cold Weather, Man’s Field, Olive 
Green, U.S. Mil. Spec. C-43455D, Current Mfg., 100% 
Origlnol G.I., Zipper Front, w/Four Outside Pockets, 
Hood Zlppared Collar, Size; Lorge 8415-00-782-2942. 
Medium 8415-00-782-2939, Smoll 8415-00-2936, 

Pleose Specify, Brand New ........ .$38.50 

FIELD PACK, LC-1, Olive Green Nylon, Medium w/Steel/ 
Aluminum Tubular Frame, U.5. Mil. Spec. F-43832A, 
Original, Currant G.l. Issue, 1977-78 Mfg., Used by 
Rongers and Special Forces, Heavy Nylon Duck, Corn- 
plate w/QuIck Relaose Harness, Hongers for Extra 

Equipment, w/ALICE Monuol, Brond New.$96.50 

FIELD PACK. LC-1. Only, Medium. U.S. Mil. Spec. 
F-43832A, w/Manuol os Above.$50.00 



M7 BAYONET (M16/AR180), ORIGINAL G.l. 
ISSUE, W/NEW M8A1 SCABBARD, U.S. 
IMPERIAL MANUFACTURED AND MARK- 
ED, FIRST QUALITY, NO EXPORT JUNK, 
BRAND NEW.$25.00 

FIELD PACK, MEDIUM, w/Pock Straps ond Manual, As 
Above . ......... .$57.50 

FRAME, LC-2, Tubular, Steel/Aluminum, w/Shoulder 
Strops, Quick Release Assembly and Waist Straps, for 
Lorge and Medium Fiold Pocks, U.S. Mil. Spec. 

F-43834B, Brand Naw ....... .. $58.50 

FRAME, LOWER BACK STRAP, For use on From# Described 
Above, Complete w/Turnbuckle Assembly, Replace¬ 
ment part for Frame, Brqnd New .$ 8.50 

FRAME, WAIST STRAP, Complete w/Qukk Release, Con 
be Used on Pack w/Shoulder Strops, Also Attoches to 

Frame, Brand New. 7-50 

FRAME, PACK STRAPS, Shoulder Set, Podded, Left Side w/ 
Quick Release, Enobles Carrying of Pack w/o Frame, 
B^and New . . , .. .... S10.00 

FLASHLIGHT, O.D. ANGLEHEAD, Original G.l. Two [2] 
Cell, w/Belt Clip, Carrying Ring and Wall Hanger, 
w/Three Extra lenses ond One Extra Bulb, Individually 
Packaged, NSN 6230-00-264-8261, Current issue, 

Brond New :... . ... $ 4.50 

FLASHLIGHT. LIGHT MARKER, DISTRESS, U.S. NAVY, One 
Cell, w/Clear, Red ond Green Lenses, w/Sofety 
Hanger, Current Issue, FSN 6230-255-0166, Indivi¬ 
dually Pockoged, Available In Grey or International 
Orange, Please Specify, Brand New.......... S 4.50 

FLASHLIGHT, O.D. STRAIGHT HEAD. Three Cell. w/Two 
extra Lenses and One Exlra Bulb, Original G.l. Current 
Issue, Individually Pockoged, NSN 6230-00-264-8570, 
Brand New ....$ 5.00 


FLASHLIGHT, U.S. NAVY, Currant Issue Grey, Two Cell w/ 
Belt Clip, Carrying Ring, Wall Honger, Extra Lens and 
Bulb, 8%" High NSN 6230-00-270-5418 Individually 

Packaged, Brond New ..S 4.5G 

GAS MASK, Ml7, w/Elastlc Head Band, Size Medium 
100% Original, Absolutely Brond New, Sealed In 

Origlnol Mfg. Packaging . ..$35.00 

GAS MASK, FILTERS, Ml7, Sealed In Original Bag, Brond 

Naw.... *.$ 8.50 

GRIPS, Bayonet, Replacement Set, Complete Sets w/Mii. 
Spec. Grips, Screws ond Woshers, 100% Orlg. Brond 
New, Specify M4, M5, M5A1, M6 or M7, Per Set. $ 2.50 

Five Sets...„.$10.00 

HAT, JUNGLE, Olive Green, Cotton Sateen, Current 
Gov't. Export Production, Available In Small, Medium, 

Largo Please Specify Size.$ 5.50 

HAT, JUNGLE, Camouflage Leaf Pattern, Cotton/Poplin 
w/Comoufloge Bond, Current Gov't. Export Production. 
Avoiloble In Smoll. Medium, Large 

Please Specify, Brond New.$ 5.50 

HOLSTER, SHOULDER, M7, U.S. Original G.I., NSN 1095- 
00-973-2353, .45 Auto. Shoulder Holster, U.S. marked, 
Heavy Black Leather, Also Fits Browning High Power, 
Smith 4 Wesson and Other Models, Sealed In Orlg. 

Bag, Brond New.......$22.50 

KEEPERS, Block Steel, For Pouches, Cases. Covers All 
Current Issue Carrying Equipment, Enables Attach¬ 
ment of Geor to Pistol Belt, Each... $ ,50 

Ten..,. .$ 3.50 

KNIFE, BAYONET, M6 [M14 Rifle Bayonet], New, w/MBA I 
Scabbard, U.S. Mil. Spec. 1309E, Brand New,.. .$15.00 
KNIFE, BAYONET, M7, [M16AR15 Bayonet], German 
Mode, Colt Marked, Full Guard, w/lssue Scabbard, 

Collectors Item, Brand New..... .$50.00 

KNIFE, COMBAT FIGHTING KNIFE, USMC, 7" Blade w i 
Leother Sheoth, U.S. Mil. Spec. K-20277E, Leother 
Hondle on 7" Porkerlzed Blade, 100% Orlg., Current 
Issue, Individually Packaged, Brand New , ... $ 18.50 

KNIFE, PILOT SURVIVAL/HUNTING, New Government 
Contract, USAF/Army Issue, Gov't, Specification Heovy 
Leather Scabbard Now Is Block Riveted, Black Steel 
Tipped w/Black Steel Completely Covering Back 
Bottom Half of Scabbord, Knife Now Has Block Painted 
Butt Plote, as Before 5” Blode w/Saw Tooth Bock. 
Complete w/Block Nylon Tie Down and Sharpening 
Stone, Seoled In Original Packoge, Orlg. G.l. Issue, Not 
o Commercial Version, Brand New. . ...$15.00 

LANYARD, PISTOL, U.S. Mil. Spec. L-10028D, Current 
Issue Nylon O.G. w/Black Plastic Keepers ond Block 
Snap Swivel Hook, Pockoged In Original Government 
Issue Bag, Brond New . .. , .$ 3,SO 

MACHETE, 18" Porkerlzed Blade, U.S.M.C. and Army 
Issue, [Vietnam/Tropical Issue], U.S. Mil. Spec. GGG- 

M-45D, Brand New ..8.00 

MATERIAL, CAMOUFLAGE. Leaf Pattern, Rip-Stop Poplin, 
U.S. Mil. Spec., Miscellaneous Pieces, Large and Small, 
Guaranteed ot Least Two [2j Yords, in Two [2] Pound 

Lot*, Two Pounds for. ...... $12.00 

MOSQUITO HEAD NET, Olive Drob Net W/Hoop, Draw¬ 
string ot Top ond at Neck, fits over Hats, Caps, 

Helmets, Brand New . ..$ 5.00 

PAINT, FACE CAMOUFLAGE, Stick Form, Loam and 
White, In Metol Container, FSN 8510-H1-6203, Com¬ 
plete w/lnstructlon Sheet, Orlg. Brond New_$ 2.00 

PONCHO, Olive Green Rip-Step Nylon, 100% Original 
G.l. Issue, U.S. Mil. Spec. P-43700, Brand New . . $20.00 
SLEEPING BAG CARRIER, Heavy O.D. Web, Brand New. 

..$ 2.00 

SUNG, "SILENT" MODEL, For M16A1, Nylon Non-Slip 
Black Web NSN 1005-00-167-4336 Current G.l. Issue, 
Sealed In Orlg. Packoge, the Ultimate In Simplicity, 

Brond New .. $ 3,50 

SUNG, UNIVERSAL RIFLE, Block Nylon Web, Rare, Orlg. 

Brand New .. ..$ 4.00 

SOCKS, Cushioned Sole, U.S. Mil. Spec. S-48J, Olive 
Green Cotton/Wool, Brond New, Available In Smoll, 

Medium ond Lorge, Please Specify. .. $ 2.00 

STRAP, CHIN, PARACHUTIST'S, Olive Green Nylon/Cotton 
w/Web Pocket for Chin, Black Hardware ond 
Snaps, Attoches to Helmet, Individually Packaged, 
Brand New.. $ 4.00 

SUSPENDERS, LC-1 Combat Lood Carrying, U.S. Mil. Spec. 
S-43I29A, Heavy Podded Olive Gre#*, Nylon, Fully 
Adjustable, Heavy Web w/"D" Rings, Orlginol, Brand 

. .... ..$12.00 

NORDAC ADVERTISEMENT 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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FATIGUE PANTS, O.D. COTTON/POPLIN, 

100% ORIG., FIRST QUALITY, AVAIL¬ 
ABLE IN WAIST SIZES;30,32,34,36,38, 
and 40, LENGTH 33 ONLY, BRAND NEW 

SPECIFY SIZE.$10.00 

SHOTGUN POUCH,O.D. HEAVY CANVAS, U.S. 
MARKED, DOUBLE SNAP, FITS STANDARD 
PISTOL BELT, VIETNAM SPECIAL FORCES 
AND RANGER ISSUE, HOLDS 1 DOZEN 12 
GUAGE SHELLS, ORIG,BRAND NEW.$ 6.00 
FIRST TIME AVAILABLE 
SLING,ASSAULT,PADDED BLACK NYLON WEB¬ 
BING, ORIG.,NSN 1005-00-312-7177, 
BRAND NEW.$ 6.00 

T-SHIRT, OUvo Drab, C.l. First Quality, No Seconds, 
Rejects or Irregulars, All 100% Top Quality. In Stock 
Now, Available In tho Following Silos; Small (34-36], 
Medium [38-10], Largo [42-44], Extra Largo [46], 
Ploato Specify Slio, Brand Now . J 3.50 

Two For. $ 6.00 

WHISTLE, FSN 8465-00-254-8803, O.D. Polystyrene, w/ 
Nylon lanyard, Rogulatlon G.I., Individually Packod, 
Brand Now.* I- 00 

COLT M16/M16A1 PARTS 

BARREL ASSY.. COLT MFC. AND MARKED, M16/M16A1 
COMPLETE (ALL PARTS INCLUDED FOR COMPLETE 
ASSY.] FRONT SIGHT, SIGHT POST, DETENT AND 
SPRING, SWIVEL, BARREL NUT. SLIP RING. SNAP RING, 
SPRING WELD ASSY., BRANQ NEW, CURRENT G.L 
ISSUE, CHROME LINED, BRAND NEW ..... .$45.00 
Ml 6 BARREL, STRIPPED, BRAND NEW, CHROME LINES 

. $32.50 

M16 CONVERSION PIN, STEEL, PARKERIZED FINISH. 
ADAPT MILITARY M16A1 FORWARD ASSIST MODEL 
UPPER RECEIVER TO COMMERCIAL ARI5 LOWER, 

BRAND NEW..$ 5.00 

BUFFER ASSY., NEW MODEL.. $ 8.00 

CAS TUBE W/ROLL PIN. . S10.00 

A. BARREL NUT.$ 5.00 

B. SLIP RING .....$ 4.00 

C. SNAP RING. ..S 1.00 

D. SPRING WELD ASSY. ... $ 2.00 

A, B, C, D BARREL NUT ASSY., COMPLETE.... SI0.00 

HAMMER PIN RETAINING SPRING.$ .50 

HAMMER SPRING ..$ 2.00 

HAMMER PIN. .50 

HAMMER W/5PRING . .. . .$12.00 

TRIGGER GUARD ASSY. . $ 2.00 

TRIGGER SPRING. S 2.00 

TRIGGER W/SPRING $ 10.00 

TRIGGER PIN. $ .50 

SAFETY SELECTOR .$ 6.50 

SEAR ASSEMBLY ... . $15.00 

SEAR PIN. S 1.00 

DISCONNECTOR. $ 3.00 

DISCONNECTOR SPRING -- .... S .50 

A. MAGAZINE CATCH . .. S 3.00 

B. MAGAZINE CATCH BUTTON. S 1.50 

C. MAGAZINE CATCH SPRING. .$ .50 

A. 8. C. D MAGAZINE CATCH SET. S 4.00 

TAKE DOWN PIN.$ 2.00 

PIVOT PIN. $ 2.00 

CHARGING HANDLE ASSEMBLY. $ 8.00 

RECOIL SPRING TUBE. $ $ 00 

RECOIL SPRING.$ 2.50 

BOLT STRIPPED...$10.00 

GAS RINGS/SET OF THREE.$ .75 

EXTRACTOR. .. . .$ 2.SO 

EXTRACTOR SPRING.$ .30 

EXTRACTOR PIN. S .25 

EJECTOR S 1.00 

EJECTOR SPRING.$ .30 

EJECTOR PINS ... $ .25 

BOLT CAM PIN ..S 2.00 

BOLT CARRIER KEY .5 8.00 

BOLT CARRIER KEY SCREWS [2]. $ 1.00 

ROLL PINS. GAS TUBE, TWO (2).....$ .50 

DETENT AND SPRINGS FOR UPPER RECEIVER GROUP 

FRONT SIGHT DETENT AND SPRING ..S 1.00 

REAR SIGHT DETENT AND SPRING . .$ 1.00 

DETENT AND SPRINGS FOR LOWER RECEIVER GROUP 

SAFETY SELECTOR SPRING AND DETENT.. .$ 1.00 

TAKEDOWN SPRING AND DETENT.$ 1.00 

PIVOT PIN SPRING AND DETENT.$ 1.00 

BUTTSTOCK, NEW, SECOND MODEL. W/TRAP DOOR 

.$15.00 

BUTTSTOCK SCREWS, EACH.-.$ .40 

BUTTSTOCK AND REAR SWIVEL SCREW .$ 1.00 

M16 BLANK FIRING DEVICE. CURRENT ISSUE, BRAND NEW 

IN ISSUE BOX, ATTACHES TO MU . .S 5.00 

ARI S/Ml6 SPECIAL ARMORER S COMBINATION WRENCH 
AND TOOL, USED FOR: ASSEMBLY AND DISASSEMBLY 
OF BARREL/BARREL NUT/FLASH SUPPRESSOR/RE¬ 
CEIVER EXTENSION. ETC, MACHINE TOOLED STEEL. 

PARKERIZED FINISH BRAND NEW.SI 5.50 

M16/AR15 BLACK PLASTIC MUZZLE COVER, NEW 

ORIGINAL ISSUE .S .50 

M16/M16A1/AR180 GRENADE RETAINER SPRING 
ADAPTER, RARE SEALED IN ORIGINAL WRAPPERS. 

.... ..$ 2.00 

MU REAR SWIVEL.....S 1.50 

PlSfOl GRIP W/SCREW AND WASHER, NEW, SET .$ 4.00 
HANDGUARDCAP.$ 2.00 
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BOLT, NEW COLT AR 15/M 16A1, PARKERIZED FINISH, 
COMPLETE W/GAS RINGS, EXTRACTOR, AND EJECTOR. 

ORIGINAL, BRAND NEW. .SI2.50 

BOLT CATCH ASSY., SPRING, DETENT, ROU PIN, 

COMPLETE SET. ..$4.00 

BOLT CATCH. ........ ...$ 3.00 

BOLT CATCH SPRING...* *$° 

BOLT CATCH DETENT. ....$ 75 

BOLT CATCH ROLL PIN . .$ -35 

FIRING PIN RETAINING PIN (2].$ -50 

FORWARD ASSIST ASSY., COMPLETE UNIT. ROLL PIN, 

SPRING, ETC., BRAND NEW. EACH -...SI 2.00 

AR 15/M 16 REAR SIGHT ASSY., DETENT, SPRINGS, PINS, 
ETC., COMPLETE SET. BRAND NEW. EACH .... $ 6.50 
AR15/M16 EJECTION PORT COVER ASSY., SPRING, ROD, 

CLIP, ETC., COMPLETE BRAND NEW ..S 5.00 

TAPER PINS [2]. 3 1.00 

AR 15/M 16 FRONT SIGHT UNIT: (SIGHT POST. DETENT 8 

SPRING] PER SET - S 3.00 

FLASH HIDER W/LOCK WASHER, NEW BIRD CAGE TYPE, 

WILL FIT AR 18/M 16, EACH. . . $6.00 

FLASH HIDER, OLD MODEL, PRONG TYPE, W/LOCK 

WASHER. NEW. .. • • •* 3.00 

M16A1 Buttstock Cleaning Kit, Sealed In Orlg. Package, 
C.ompUte w/Contents of Accessories Cose, 5 Piece 
5leet Cleaning Rad, General Purpose Cleaning Brush, 
.5 ounce ISA Bottle,'Chamber and Bore Brush, Brand 

New... $ 6.00 

BRUSH, Cleaning General Purpose, Double Headed, 
Originally for M16, Ideal for any Hard to Get at Places, 

Each Sealed in Orlg. Pack.. . .S 100 

CLEANING ROD, AR 18/M 16, G.l. Issue. 5 Piece Steel, 
Parkerlied. Brand New ... ♦ ■$ 2.50 

BORE BRUSH, New G.l. Issue for AR 18/M 16, [Fits Steel 

Cleaning Rod]. Each .. ,... S .50 

Pkg. ol Ten .............. «,....$ 4.00 

CHAMBER BRUSH, New G.l. Issue for AR 18/MI6. (Fits 

Cleaning Rod as Above] Each.S .80 

Pkg. ol Ten .....7.00 

Ml 6 CLEANING PATCHES, Sealed In Issue Pock of 500 
[latest Gov’t. Contract] Original, Brand New . .$ 3.00 
CASE, Universal CUonlng Kit Pouch. 5.56mm Rifle, Heavy 
Olive Green Nylon, Attaches to Pistol Belt, U.S. Mfg. 

Brand New... .....$ 3.50 

CASE, SMALL ARMS ACCESSORIES, NSN 1005-00-403- 
5804, Neoprene Coated Nylon, Case Used In the 
Buttstock Cleaning Kit, Holds 5 Piece Sleel Cleaning 
Rod, Oil Bottle, Bore ond Chomber Brushes, Brand New 

.. S 1,00 

9-1005-249-34 [FEBRUARY 1972], RIFLE, S.56MM, 
MU RIFLE, 5.S6MM, M16A1, BIPOD, RIFLE, M3, 
OPERATOR'S AND ORGANIZATIONAL MAINTEN¬ 
ANCE MANUAL INCLUDING BASIC ISSUE ITEMS LIST 
AND REPAIR PARTS AND SPECIAL TOOLS LIST, 

ILLUSTRATED. $ 4.00 

POMM 9-1005-294-14/1, SUBMACHINE GUN. 
5.56MM XM177E2, 1967 EDITION, COVERS OPERA¬ 
TION, MAINTENANCE. REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT 

PARTS W/PICTURES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.$ 4.00 

9-100S-205-12 [DECEMBER 1970] RIFLE, CALIBER .30 
M1903A4 (SNIPERS] OPERATOR'S AND ORGANIZA¬ 
TIONAL MAINTENANCE MANUAL INCLUDING 
REPAIR PARTS AND SPECIAL TOOLS LIST, ILLUSTRAT¬ 
ED. .. .....S 4.00 

COLT’S BURST [BURST FIRE] CONTROL MODIFICA¬ 
TION KIT MANUAL FOR MU AND M16A1 RIFLE, 

ILLUSTRATED. $ 1.00 

MU/M16A1/AR15 PARTS ILLUSTRATED, COMPLETE 
LIST OF ALL PARTS THAT MAKE UP THE UPPER 
RECEIVER AND BARREL ASSY. GROUP, THE LOWER 
RECEIVER AND BUTTSTOCK ASSY., BOLT CARRIER 
ASSY., COMPLETE ILLUSTRATIONS WITH ALL PARTS 
NUMBERED AND IDENTIFIED FOR EXCELLENT 

REFERENCE .......... .$ 1.00 

NMC EXPORT CATALOG, 8% BY 11", 16 PAGES, 
PHOTOGRAPHS ON EVERY PAGE, MILITARY SPECI¬ 
FICATION AND NSN LISTINGS ON ALL INDIVIDUAL 
FIELD EQUIPMENT, GREAT ITEM FOR REFERENCE 
.... .S 2.00 

MAGAZINES 

MAGAZINE, .45 Col., 1911A1, Orlgtnol G.l. Brand New. 

Still In Wrapper, ..... $ 5.00 

M16/M16A1 30 Shot Mogaxine, Brand New, Colt, Mfg. 

and Marked, Each .... .....$ 8.00 

M 16/AIM 5 20 Shot Magazine, Aluminum. Mfg. by Colt. 
Brand New, Each . .... ...... S 3.S0 

Issue Box of Sevan 20 Shot Mogozlnas. — ..... $20.00 

CARBINE MAGAZINES. 30 Shot. Original, No Import Junk. 
These Were Mfg. During Vietnam War. Brand New. 
....... .$ 4.00 


NOTICE 

Porte Can Be Ordared by Mall with No Restrictions', Per¬ 
mit*, ftc., Required. No Minimum Order. This Ad Super¬ 
cedes All Previous Ads. 

Send S.A.S.E. for our Complete List 
of Military Equipment. 

We Accept BanhAmeckoro, Master Charge ond VISA. 
Telephone CO.D. Orders. All Overseas Orders Must be 
in U.S. Funds Only. UPS To Conoda. 


NORDAC 


DEPT. S 

U.S. HIGHWAY 17 WIST 
FREDERICKSBURG, 
VIRGINIA 22401 
703-752-2554 / 752-2555 


MAIL ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 


DO NOT DELAY ORDER 

Your Complete Satisfaction or Your Money Refunded. 
Virginia residents. Add 4% Soles Tox. BonkAmerlcord, 
Master Charge and VISA Customers, we Must Have Your 
Card Number and Expiration Dote. Include $2.00 
Mlnjmurn Postage or 10% ol Merchandise Ordered for 
Postage, Insuronce ond Handling. We Ship UPS and U.S. 
Post OHIce. Preference will be Given to Cashier's Check 
and Money Orders. 
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DEPENDABLE 


Finest i 
Pistol & 
Rifle 

MAGAZINES 


NO MORE CONCAVE CURVES 

AN AI.TIIIIN UlTK TO SALT II AMliSIUIKNTS 


STEEL FABRICATED \ ^ 

Mfg. In U.S. A. by D & E MAGAZINES 


FOREIGN ORDERS Be sure to use U.S, currency and send 
enough to cover for air freight charges. 

CALIBER DESCRIPTION PRICE 

22 Astra Constable Llama .,,. . ..,. 9.95 

22 Browning Balguin made ..... 11.95 

22 BrowningU.S. made.. .. 12.95 

22 Beretta 7Q’s Interchangeable 70,101,76, . 11.95 

22 Colt New or Old mod. spe . 11.95 

22 Cold ACC New or old .. 18.95 

22 Colt Convertion Fils 9mm, 38,45, Gov. Mod. ... .24.95 

22 Hi-Standar Sport King. Sharpshooter, B,HB,GB. 11.95 

22 Hi-Stand, Victor, Citation, Supermatic, Trophy. 11.95 

22 Hi-Standar HB, "B", "GB" . 13.95 

22 Hi-Standar H-D, HA, D, A, HE, GE, GD. 11.95 

22 Llama Fit. new mods. (14 Rds. 13.95) ..Reg. size 11.95 

22 Llama older mod. “Foreign made". 9.95 

22 Mab mod. G.L.R. (Sterling mod. 302 8.95). 9.95 

22 Ruger new or old. specify mode! .. . 9.95 

22 Smith & Wesson mod. 41 (22 Stw mod 61 8.95) . 11.95 

22 Star FN.FR.FRS, Walter PPTPPK/S. 11.95 

25 Armi-Galesi mod. 9, 8.95, Galesi late mod. .. 9.95 

25 Bauer, Browning, Buffalo, Bernardelli. ,,.. ., 8.95 

25 Beretta deteire mod. 950, Beretta, mfg. 1941 ... 8.95 

25 CZ. Best Pocket, Draft, Guardian, .. 9.95 

25 Mab. 6.35 mod. A., Mars 6.35, Protector. 8.95 

25 Raven, F.I.E. mod. A27, Wilkinson .. 8.95 

25 R.G. mod. 25. R.G. mod. 42, Targa. 8.95 

25 Titan E 27B, Sterling 300 .. 8.95 

25 Unique Mikros Colt Pre-war .. 8.95 

25 Colt Jr. late mod (15 Rds. 12.95). ... Reg. size 9.95 

32 Astra Constable, Astra pre-war 1916. ,.... 8.95 

32 Beretta made 1934 to 38, Beretta mod. 100. 9.95 

32 Browning pre-war 7 or 8 rounds, Specify .. 10.95 

32 Colt, Ceska. Bermardelli, Remington .. . . 9.95 

32 Mausey HSc, Mausey A-G 7 rds... 10.95 

32 Llama fits all new modes . 10.95 

32 Savage 15 Rds. 18.95 .. . . , . Reg. size 12.95 

32 Ortgies, Star old military 7.65. 9.95 

32 Walthe 7.65 PPK (15 rds. 16.50).Reg. size 10.95 

32 WallherPPK/S(15 Rds. 16.50) .. . Reg. size 10.95 

32 Unique 7.65 court 9 coups, "HK^".,. 10.95 

380 Astra Constable (15 Rds. 16.50) „. . Reg.sizc 9.95 

380 Beretta 1934 to 1938 . 9.95 

380 Beretta 70's (15 rounds 16.50)--- , Reg. size 10,95 

380 Other Berettas soon in production „ »■, .... .....Soon 

380 Brownin mfg. 1971, Bernardelli any mod. . 10.95 

380 Back-up 9mm Kurz (Astra 3000 10.95) .. 8.95 

380 Llama fit all new (Nod. 15 Rds., 16.50) . Reg. size 9.95 

380 Mab, mod. D. Mauser HSc. Ortgies, Remington . 10.95 

380 Star FI Fist mod. (15 Rds. 16.50)_ ........ Reg. size 9.95 

380 Star FI Snd. Mod. (15 Rds. 16.00).. . Reg. size 9.95 

380 Savage (15 Rds. 18.95) (turkyy MKE 10.90) . Reg. size 14.95 

380 Sterling mod. 400(15 Rds. 16.50) . . . ..Reg, size 9.95 

380 Walther PP&PPK/s (15 Rds. 16,50) _ . Reg. size 10.95 

380 Walther PPK (15 Rds. 16.50).Reg. size 10.95 

9mm Astra400mfg. 1921, (9mm Colt 12.95) .. 12.95 

9mm Browning H.P, (25 Rds. 27.50) .. *_ .. Reg. size 18.95 

9mm Beretta mod. 951 (14 Rds. 18.95) ...... Reg. si 2 e 12.95 

9mm German P-08 (10 Rds. 14.95) ..Reg. size 13,95 

9mm Lahti 17.95, 9mm. Llama fits all new mod. 12.95 

9mm Mab PA-15(25 Rds. 27.50). Reg.sizc 18.95 

9mm Smith* Wesson mod. 39(14 Rds. 17.95) . Reg, size 12.95 

9mm Smith & Wesson mod. 59 (25 Rds. 27.50) . Reg.sizc 18,95 

9jnm Star model “A", star mod. B, star B.S. . Reg. size 12.95 

9mm Starlight BKM&MKS (14 Rds, 17.95) ... .. Reg. size 12.95 

9mm Walther P-38 & P-38K (14 Rds. 17.95) ... .. Reg. size 12.95 

9mm Radom P-35 (14 Rds. 17.95) ... Reg, size 12.95 

9mm Mauser(l0Rds. 14.95). ... Reg.size 13.95 

30 Tokarev Mauser 7.63 and 7.65. —. , 14,95 

38 Colt National Match (Mid-Range) .. 17.95 

38 Colt Rimless smokeless 7 or 8 Rounds. 12.95 

38 Colt Supper fit all (20 Rds. 22.95) . ... , Reg. size 12.95 

38 Llama His all new models, Star A,S. . 12.95 

45 Colls fits all mod. 25 rds. 22.95, 

20 rds. 18.95, 15 rds. 17.95 . .. Reg. size 12.95 

45 Detonics (15 Rds. 18.95) .... ... Reg. size 12.95 

45 Llama fits all new mod. 25 yds. 22.95), ., Reg. size 12.95 

45 Star mod. P.S. 25 rds. 22.95 . ... Reg. size 12.95 

45 Star mod. (P.D. 15 rds. 17.95). .. Reg. size 12.95 


SPORTING RIFLES MAGAZINES 

22 AR-7 Explorer(15 rds. 18.95)..8rds. .. 8.95 

223 Ruger mini-14 (30 rds, 19.95, 20 rds. 14.95) 10 rds. .. 8.95 
30/06 Remington 742 (12 rds. 26.95) 8 rds, 22.95 ...4 rds. .. 9.95 
30/06 Remington 760(12 rds. 27.95) .. .. .4 rds. . 9.95 

308 Remington 742, 8 Rounds ...24.95 

303 British Enfield 10 Rds. .. 22.95 

9mm Jet-Eire Model M68 25 Rounds .. .. 27.50 

NO CHARGE FOR MAILING & HANDLING 

Please compute your own tax on your order. Orders will fill 
within 3 days in-plant with money order or certified check; 
allow 3 weeks with personal checks. 

For up-date production price list send $2.00 to cover our 
expenses (will ignore requests without cover charge. 


P&E MAGAZINES MFG. 

P.O. Box 45Z9 "B” 

Downey, California 90241 
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A HE M-X Missile System was (o have become operational in Fiscal Year 3982 K but 
because of administration vacillation, now cannot be ready until Fiscal Year 1986, Bui 
that initial operation capability means dial only one M-X ’-iLpiadron would be re a dj to 
fire: it will be 1988 — three years after the SALT If irealy. empires - before half of die 
M-X silos will be deployed, enough di provide any real payoff in die number of land- 
based r.N. warheads likely lo survive a Soviet pre-emptive strategic attack. It will he 
19911 before all 206 M-X missiles are ready lo be ^htfled a I random among their 4,Mill or 
so holts, or by train in the allemate Iren eh system. 

As Under Secret ary of Defense for Research mid Engineering Dr. William Ferry 
noted Iasi March before die Sena I e Armed Services Co mm Idee i 

**Thc effect of M-X survivability Is relatively diglil us die First few him ilred nr so 
slifilers pel deployed, hut builds up very sharply after half of iliern arc deployed/ 1 As 
Mem ex phi] [ted. a time-phased comparison of "The surviving ILS, ICBM reentry 
vehicles versus the Soviet 1CBM re-enlry vehicles remaining after she United Stales rides 
oul a Soviet pre-ernplivc H UM Oidmindcnlal ballistic missile I attack: 

"Von begin to get the major value of a M MS I Multiple Protective Slruclitre| system 
when you reach the halfway point in lhe deployment. . , Tt i.s a concave curve/ 1 

In Khni context, die SALT LI treaty presents two major risks for L ..S. security. The 
lesser of these risks is dial SALT H will he passed without an ri ^mir/comniiirnem to im¬ 
prove 1 .S. strategic forces enough in ensure a siaMe strategic balance-. The grealCTof 

lh esc risks is dial SALT Tf will he defeated, or delayed will.. such a eomndEmcni, Bolh 

outcomes arc unacceptable. 

As senator Sam Nunn fD-fiA) has wisely pointed out, lhe key issue non facing the 
Senate is not SAI T II, bul the future strategic vulnerability of the United States, What 
must be resohed is not die dienrcdcal merits of die Irealy, hot whether the U.S. will 
undertake the force modern]ballon programs needed lo ensure lhe Ireuly lias mcrii. 

The Armed Forces JfiurtmFfi June analysis of I he SALT II t ready described in del nil 
linw | he present I real y could red me the risks of strategic comped lion with the USSR — 
if the U.S, chooses lo competf, Unforttinaldy. however, the While House now inspires 
lidle confidence that it will lake advantage of die security a SALT II agreement could 
offer, H is becoming more add more apparent thal President Carter has not ctime lo 
grips wilh the need lo implement sound M-X, Trident II. or cruise missile programs, or 
lbe command and control improvements needed In make them work. 

Late in May, Lhe mediation became so ludicrous dial on the same day die president 
gave a speech claiming 3ALT II would assure U.S. security, a senior White House staff 
member indicated lhe U.S. might abandon a secure RTtM Force for an 1 "augmented 
dyad/’ and the Serrelarj of Ehe Navy indicated thal lhe Trident was escalating in cost to 
lhe point where i! might have lo be replaced by it cheaper SSBN (ballistic missile sub¬ 
marine! that had not even reached the drawing board. 

Accord in gly, we suggest dial (he time lias eonse For bolh conservatives and moderates 
lu the Senate to re-lliiitk their approach In SALT II. There is unlhing in be gained iia 
defeating or amending the irealy — unless lhe ILS. successfully implements the force 
improvements necessary lo compete with Ehe USSR. There is a vast ainounl to be gained 
in making such hiiprovcmciils a firm quid pro quo fur Senate ratification of Eh? (realy. 

TlIE Senate is not die both to negotiate treaties with [he Soviet Union; bid it i.v Hie 
body to iiegntiaie force improvements with an mElecisivc and uncertain president. And 
riie Senate lias two very powerful loots if can use: 

The first is die budget Lind Impoundment Act of 1974. Under its provisions, die presi¬ 
dent must spend Ehe amount of money the Congress appropriates and authorizes on the 
specific programs, and cannot spend funds on or her designated expenditures unless they 
meet conditions the Congress sets. The Congress mui never force die USSR lo aecepl 
some of its proposed SALT II I realy amendments, bill ii can force die president to: 

• Fund specific M-X, Trident FI, air-launched cruise missile, and related .slralegic force 
improvements. 

* Make such force improvements a clear pre-condition for any expend!lures lo slud> 
or ncgodale SALT HI. or to review and gram export licenses anti negotiate future grain 
sales to the USSR: 

• Make such programs a pre-condi don for official travel to Hie USSR; and, 

* Act under a host of other pre-conditions for SAL!' II that can be made Noth die sub- 
j eel of a joint resolution with lhe House lu rulikyiiig SALT IF, and a mutter nflu» in 
hudgcl legislation. 

This would allow the Senate lo sound a clear cab For con dp tied sccnrih that no 
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wrangling over the terms of SALT it 
could ever achieve. 

It would also be subject to annual 
debate and change, thus avoiding ex¬ 
tremism while reflecting the proper and 
constitutional role of Congress, yet not 
challenge the president as to who should 
negotiate with the USSR. 

Congress has a second tool which 
could be vital in keeping the American 
people informed about progress in achiev¬ 
ing strategic arms security — its ability to 
mandate reports from the executive 
branch. 

For example, the Congress has the 
authority to legislate that the president 
shall publically inform the Congress with¬ 
in 24 hours of any intelligence indication 
that the Soviets might be violating the 
SALT If treaty, or of any significant loss 
of U.S. verification capability. Senators 
Jake Garn (R-UT) and John Glenn 
(D-OH) would be especially knowledge¬ 
able in framing such riders to the FY80 
defense appropriations bill. 

Similarly, the Senate can legislate that 
the president provide an unclassified 
quarterly or semi-annual “net assess¬ 
ment” of the U.S. and Soviet strategic 
balance that presents in exact detail 
specified trends in the balance, and the 
administration's analysis of the impact of 
ongoing U.S. and Soviet force improve¬ 
ments. Experts like Senator Sam Nunn, 
Henry M. Jackson (D-WA) and Howard 
Baker (R-TN) could set reporting require¬ 
ments which would protect our intelli¬ 
gence sources, but ensure that the result¬ 
ing report was objective and complete. 
This would put an end to the false reassur¬ 
ances of the kind presented in the Penta¬ 
gon's FY80 Annual Report and at the 
same time, counter the false alarms of the 
extreme right. It would provide the “open 
government” and informed public debate 
necessary to ensure that the U.S./Soviet 
strategic balance will not continue to 
deteriorate without becoming a constant 
public issue. 

THE leverage for action is thus clearly 
available to the Congress, and the 
members of the Senate who claim to be 
concerned with national security clearly 
have the political power to use it. If they 
waste that leverage and power squabbling 
over the treaty, they will be far more to 
blame than President Carter. They, at 
least, claim to recognize the risks in the 
growing size of the Soviet strategic threat. 

Justin Galen 

Benjamin F. Schemmer 

Reprinted with permission from 

Armed Forces Journal International , July 1979. 





BE PREPARED, ORDER NOW — The all new Camouflage T-Shirt. Available in your choice 


of 2 styles: A. {Beige/Green/Brown) B. (Tri-ColOr Green) 
SEND $1.00 FOR BROCHURE OF ORIGINAL "FIREFIGHT” DESIGNS (FREE WITH PURCHASE) 



Send C/iec* or Money Order To: 

FIREFIGHT 
UNLIMITED 

P.O.BOX 2820 HARRISBURG, PA. 17105 


5 

Ui 

k 

SIZE 

GUAN 

XL 

L 

M 

S 


A 






B 







Name _ 

Address _ 

City__ State_Zip 


ANNOUNCING THE ALL NEW 


22 AUTO NINE 

.22LR High velocity 



Light Recoil 
Fully Machined 
6 Groove Rifling 
Cocking Indicator 
Pushbutton Safety 
Superb Balance & Pointing 
9 Qz. Loaded (8 Vi oz. empty) 

Smaller Than Colt Jr. .25 Auto 
Hard Chromed Slide & Magazine 
9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Support Sleeve Bushing for Accuracy 


FTL MARKETING CORP. 

12521-3 OXNARD STREET 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA. 91606 
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A distinguished four-star general speaks out: 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO SAVE OUR COUNTRY 
FROM NUCLEAR DESTRUCTION. 



Your President hasn't told you. The Department 
of Defense hasn’t told you. The press hasn’t told 
you. General Walt’s urgent message may come as 
a terrible shock. Here are facts so important you 
cannot afford to be without them. Facts once available 
only to Presidential advisors and top brass. Facts our 
muzzled military cannot discuss without risking General 
Singlaub’s fate in Korea. It’s a book you and all your 
friends must read if you are to plan for the future. 

You’re invited to examine The Eleventh Hour for 15 
days on an absolute, no-strings-altached money-back 
guarantee. If you decide the book is not one of the 
most important you’ve ever owned just return it within 
the 15 days, and well refund your $9-95 in full, no 
questions asked. 

At least, you’ll know the names of the men responsible for 
the coming nuclear war. 


address 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Box 693 - Dept. Adv. 
Boulder, CO 80306 


account no. expiration date 


state 


Send $9.95 for THE ELEVENTH HOUr""] 
plus 75$ for postage and handling, 
a total of $10.70, to: 
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PART THREE OF THE BLACK BAG OWNER’S MANUAL 


TAJ.SE FACE 


Do you need a new identity? One that will withstand close official 
scrutiny, and enable you to start a new life? If so, False Face is the 
book for the “new” you. Your ID change may entail assuming the identity of 
some long dead citizen, fabricating an entirely new identity through official 
channels, or producing “Genuine” identity papers of your own. A particuia riy use¬ 
ful section reveals exactly how espionage agencies set up secret printing shops 
capable of counterfeiting all known types of ID cards, papers, etc. 8 V 2 x 11, softcover, 
48 pp., ISBN 0-87364-164-7. $6.00 
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INVOLUNTARY REPOSSESSION 

by John Russell 3 
Reveals all known methods that 
thieves use to steal cars. Originally 
restricted to use by auto reposses¬ 
sors. police, and locksmiths, this 
manual enables the reader to o^n 
any locked, keyless car in just min¬ 
utes. Covers the opening of all 
American made cars, including 
1979 models. 5'AxBK, 64 pp.,illus., 
softcover. SI 0.95 


AUTOMATIC & CONCEALABLE 
FIREARMS DESIGN BOOK VOL. I 

An astonishing collection of automaticand conceal- 
able firearms designs, available only from Paladin. 
Ten weapons are presented, seven of which are 
totally improvised. The others involve the modifica¬ 
tion of common semi-auto rifles (Squires-BIngham 
.22, and the AR-7) to function on full automatic. A 
fine resource book for hobbyist gunsmiths and 
machinists everywhere. Weapons presented also 
include: The Stinger, Special Silenced Weapon, 
Mini-Shotgun Pistol, and five more. 8^ x 11,40 pp.. 
illus.. softcover. $12.00 
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QUICK OR DEAD 

by William Cassidy 
The most important book on com¬ 
bat handgunning of the decade! 
Discusses the contributions and 
techniques of every modern mas¬ 
ter of the handgun, such as Apple- 
gate, Fairbairn, Cooper, Fitz¬ 
Gerald, and many more. Also pro¬ 
vides a complete training course 
for combat handgunners. 5’A x 8Vfe, 
180 pp.. illus., hardcover. $10.95 


THE QUIET KILLERS II: 

SILENCER UPDATE 

by J. David Truby 

Explores the grim role of firearms silencers in 
society today. Not just another rehash of past works 
on silencers! The author investigates current inter¬ 
national trends in silencer construction and use, 
both legal and illegal. Rare interviews and photos, 
collected as only Dr. Truby can. detail the silent 
assassination techniques recently practiced by spe¬ 
cial agents, mob hitmen, terrorists, and others. A 
unique and up-to-date addition tt> your silencer 
bookshelf. 5% x 8Vi, 92 pp., illus., softcover. $6.00 


GET TOUGH 

by Capt. W. E. Fairbairn 

Written by a legendary self-defense theorist, this 
classic manual was originally used to teach British 
and American commandoes how to destroy the 
enemy with their bare hands. The author is perhaps 
best known as the inventor of the Fairbairn Com¬ 
mando Knife. In Get Tough, he explains how to 
effectively use the deadly fighting knife he created. 
Covers all types of unarmed combat techniques as 
well. 5Vi x 8’A, 140 pp., illus., hardcover. $9.95 


DETECTIVE’S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
TRAINING MANUAL 

by William Patterson 

Thousands of detectives were trained by this com¬ 
plete home study text, which was originally pub¬ 
lished fora well known detective academy Now you 
can undertake the same training for a fraction of its 
original cost. Offers all the inside inf ormation. tricks, 
and techniques used by the pros. Covered are such 
topics as bodyguarding, skip tracing, missing per¬ 
sons. surveillance, disguises, clue gathering and 
much more, 8VV x 11,160 pp., illus.. softcover $12.95 



TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT 

Describes a virtual encyclopedia 
of dirty tricks the underdog can 
use to get even with just about 
anybody. No longer will the large 
“grey” area of official justice trou¬ 
ble you, since it will be easy to take 
the matter into your own hands. 
The author makes no legal or 
moral judgements. For 

entertainment purposes onlyl 5'A x 
8W. 80 pp., illus.. softcover. $4.95 


HOW TO KILL I, II, & III 

by John Minnery 

Called the most gruesome and terrifying books 
ever printed, the infamous How To Kill series is 
known as the definitive study of modern assassina¬ 
tion techniques. Each volume describes ten differ¬ 
ent “lessons" comprising some of the most 
ingenious and vicious assassination methods every 
devised by professional killers. "The most contro¬ 
versial books of the year.”. Violent World Magazine. 
5V4 x 8W, 90 pp. each, illus., softcover. Each volume: 
$5.00 Three volume set: $15.00 

NOT AVAILABLE IN CANADA 
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HOME WORKSHOP GUNS I: 

“The Submachine Gun” 

by Bill Holmes 

Provides all the information you 
need to build a submachine gun in 
your home workshqp, using 
improvised materials and machin¬ 
ing methods. Explains step-by- 
step howtp build each component 
of your weapon, then heat treat 
and blue it. 5 x h x 8%, 140 pp.. illus., 
softcover. $6.00 


BLACK BAG OWNER'S MANUAL II 
"The Hit Parade” 

Details the "termination" techniques used to induce 
death by secret police and intelligence agencies 
around the globe. The author separates this lethal 
subject into two categories: overt and covert. Modes 
of termination covered include projectile weapons, 
chemicals, edged weapons, germ inoculation, blunt 
instruments, to name just a few. Also analyzed are 
agent training routines, infiltration and exfiltration 
of agents, and mental preparation considerations. 
8V4 x 11, 100 pp., softcover. $6.00 



BLACK MEDICINE 

by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

A thorough analysis of the human 
body's vital points, and how to use 
them to your advantage during all 
types of hand-to-hand combat. 
Also includes a chapter on the 
human vital points important to 
combat handgunners. Useful, fas¬ 
cinating reading, particularly for 
martial artists. 5’A x 8%. 92 pp., 
illus., softcover. $8.00 


HOME WORKSHOP GUNS II: 

“The Handgun” 

by Bill Holmes 

Now available, the long awaited sequel to Holmes 
first book, The Submachine Gun. Included are two 
complete firearms designs, one for a semi or fully 
automatic pistol, the other for a single-shot, falling 
block handgun. As with the first volume in this ser¬ 
ies. the author has written in a clear, simple style, 
and provided photos and working drawings of each 
component needed to build the two handguns. 5Vfe x 
6V*. 140 pp., illus., softcover. $6.00 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES p 


* Black Bag Owner's Manual I: 

“Spookcentre* .......$ 6.00 

* Silencers, Snipers, And Assassins _$18.98 

* Knife Digest .... .$ 7.98 

* Special Forces Handbook.... .$ 8.00 

* The Complete Book Of Knife Fighting ..$10.98 

* Underwater Demolition Training Manual .. $ 9.98 

* Silencers For Hand Firearms ...... .$ 9.98 

* Deal The First Deadly Blow . ..$ 9.98 

* Assassination, Theory And Practice.$ 6.00 

* Special Forces Operational Techniques.$ 9.98 

* The Quiet Killers.$ 8.00 

* OSS Sabotage And Demolition Manual.$12.98 

* unconventional Warfare Devices and 


PALADIN PRESS 
P.O. BOX 1307—SF‘8 
BOULDER, CO 80306 
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by Lee Jurras 


1979 
NR A 
CONVENTION 


N RA officials at the Association’s 
1979 convention in San Antonio, Tex., 
made loud protests about President Jim¬ 
my Carter’s nomination of Rep. Abner 
Mikva (D-Ill.) to a post on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals but Carter ignored their objec¬ 
tions and those of others who find the 
super-liberal Congressman’s policies 
odious. 

As SOF went to press it appeared cer¬ 
tain that the Senate would routinely ap¬ 
prove the nomination and that Mikva 
would be enjoying a life-time appoint¬ 
ment to the Federal bench. 

“We have 27,000 more life 
members eligible to vote this 
year.” 

At the annual members’ meeting, NR A 
President Lloyd Mustin noted that 27,000 
more life members were entitled to vote 
this year than last year. Of the 
260,000-plus life members only some 
70,000 actually voted. Mustin openly sup¬ 
ported candidates for the Board of Direc¬ 
tors who were selected by the nominating 
committee, but he predicted that the peti¬ 
tion method of selection would resume in 
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the future. There were 58 candidates for 
26 vacancies, so for the second year in a 
row the voters had a solid choice. Harlon 
Carter has programmed two million mem¬ 
bers by 1982 and membership is presently 
running ahead of schedule. Bill Bin- 
swanger, NRA treasurer, reported NR A 
assets at $39 million, up $3.6 million from 
year end 1978, with $2.5 million of this 
coming from new members. As it was, 
nearly everyone left reasonably happy — a 
change of pace from the past two years. 

In attending 16 of the last 17 NRA con¬ 
ventions, I still find it difficult to make the 
rounds of all exhibits. Meeting and swap¬ 
ping war stories with old friends and in¬ 
dustry insiders allows me just about 
enough time to cover the bulk of the 
handgun displays. 

Ruger’s “Redhawk” looks 
good. 

The Ruger booth was as crowded as 
usual. Of particular interest was the first 
public showing of the “Redhawk,” Ru¬ 
ger’s 7 Vi -inch-barreled, all stainless D.A. 
.44 mag revolver. Looks, points and feels 
good. A half dozen of the model will be 


making the rounds this summer to the gun 
writers; we’ll be reporting on it in a later 
issue. Ruger’s President Steve Vogel tells 
me it’ll be October or November before 
quantities are ready for the commercial 
market. Of other interest at Sturm & Co. 
is the appointment of J. Thompson Ruger 
as vice-president for marketing in the U.S. 
and Canada. Tom Ruger replaces Ed 
Nolan, who retired after 22 years of ser¬ 
vice. 

At the Ruger Collectors Association 
luncheon, members and guests saw a film 
documentary of Bill Ruger’s 30 years 
devoted to the American shooter. This 
film, produced and directed by Roger 
Barlow, depicted John Amber interview¬ 
ing Ruger in various locations of the 
Strum, Ruger facilities, and covered 
Ruger’s activities from his World War II 
days at the Auto Ordnance Corp. to the 
present. A truly fine film commemorating 
one of the greats in the American ord¬ 
nance field. 

Shortly before his death, Dan Wesson 
told me he hoped to have his .44 mag 
ready by mid-summer ’79. Wesson Arms 
plant manager Fred Hill tells me they are 
now realistically looking at December *79 
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for writer samples, 
and early 1980 for 
production. Wes¬ 
son Arms did have 
on display and 
ready for delivery 
their new “.22 
Rimfire.” 

Marcy and Terry 
Hudson of Crown 
City Arms display¬ 
ed and answered 
questions on their 
line of autoloaders. 

They advertise, 

“the most com¬ 
plete line of auto¬ 
matic pistols,” all 
models, both steel 
and stainless, light 
weight and stan¬ 
dard weights, ei¬ 
ther fixed or ad¬ 
justable sights. The- 
“new look” in the 
Crown City line in¬ 
cludes magazines 
with removable 
floor-plates and 
followers with 
front and rear 
guides, enlarged 
ejection ports, bev¬ 
eled magazine wells 
and wide spur tar¬ 
get hammers. The 
fixed sight models 
utilize the new 
MMC, white-out- 
line rear sight and 
white-bar cross- 
ramp front blade. 

I visited with 
John Bianchi and 
Ray Chapman who 
had just arrived 
from the first an¬ 
nual Bianchi Invi¬ 
tational combat 
shoot at Chap¬ 
man’s new facilities 
in Columbia, MO. 

Bianchi says he was 
pleased with the 
results of the first 
showing and as¬ 
sured bigger and 
better things with a whole year to get 
ready for the second bash. (See Ken 
Hackathorn’s report on this year’s match, 
SOF, Oct. ’79.) 

Ron Powers and Jimmy Clark shared a 
booth, displaying their latest develop¬ 
ments. While Powers specializes in PPC 
guns, his work carries over into IHMSA 
Un-limited guns, as well as custom com¬ 
bat variations. Clark’s Bullseye-type 
custom guns and combat conversions are 
well known. 

The word “devlen” is of Scottish origin 
and means “to strike a severe or stunning 
blow,” thus the name of the Devel Cor- 
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display. Of par¬ 
ticular interest was 
a 214-inch round- 
butt Model 29 
S&W. This model 
will be offered by 
Sentinel Arms as a 
limited edition con¬ 
version of your 
S&W Model 29 
shipped to them. 
More on this item 
in a later issue of 
SOF. I am present¬ 
ly doing a test and 
evaluation on a 
preproduction pro¬ 
totype. 

With permission 
of George C. Non- 
te Jr.’s family, Lin 
Alexiou of Trapper 
Gun Inc. is build¬ 
ing a combat .45 to 
be called the 
George C. Nonte 
200, honoring the 
late, great hand- 
gunner. Limited to 
200 guns, this 
custom variation 
will be built around 
the Colt Comman¬ 
der. Special fea¬ 
tures include slide 
tightening and lap¬ 
ping, Trapper low 
profile rib with 
S&W sights, frame 
revamped with 
hooked trigger 
guard and memory 
groove finger rest, 
extended safety 
and slide release. 
Also included are 
Staghorn grips and 
24 kt. gold-plated 
bushing wrench 
serialed to match 
gun. Guns will be 
serial numbered 
from 1-200. Non- 
te’s mother, Mrs. 
Mary E. Nonte, 
and each of his five 
children will re¬ 
ceive a gun with their names engraved in 
place of the serial number. Individuals in¬ 
terested in this commemorative model can 
contact Trapper Sales Co., 28019 Harper, 
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081. 

A short visit with Hubert Zink, ex¬ 
ecutive director of Heckler & Koch Inc., 
with plans for dinner on the last night of 
the show to discuss what’s on the drawing 
boards at H&K, unfortunately had to be 
cancelled, as Zink had to leave unex¬ 
pectedly for Germany. 

O.F. Mossbcrg Co. spokesmen were 
mum about delivery dates on their Corn- 
Continued on page 84 
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ABOVE: Austin Behlert (left), well-known custom plstolsmith, shows Harry Reeves 
(right) a custom Model 29. Reeves was National All-Around Pistol champion six times. 
BELOW: James E. Clark (left), national pistol champion, displays his specialized Ruger 
PPC revolver. Ron Power (right) shows a IHMSA Un-llmited XP-100 conversion. 


poration’s 9mm parabellum conversion. 
Charlie Kelsey, president of Devel; 
operated out of the American Hand- 
gunner booth, displaying the company’s 
excellent combat conversion, based on the 
S&W Model 39. The Devel Corporation’s 
conversion is among the most complete 
combat conversions on the market today. 

The American Handgunner booth was 
manned by Jerry Rakusan and had an ex¬ 
cellent display of custom handguns by na¬ 
tionally known custom pistolsmiths. 

Austin and Frank Behlert of the Cus¬ 
tom Gunshop, Union, N.Y., had their 
custom variations and accessories on 










rtermaster 


by N.E. MacDougald 


5ADERS, we need your help. Please send names and addresses of those making quality 
products. We would prefer items or processes costing less than $50, but if the item is outstand¬ 
ing we’ll publish it regardless of price. Thanks for your help. N.E.M. 






N EW BLADE FROM ASP 

Armament Systems Products , Unltd 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 
30328, offers the Vindicator. The knife, 
designed by Danny Thornton, has the 
following features, according to ASP’S 
Chris McLoughlin: a hand-ground 4-3/8- 
inch stainless double-edged blade. The 
440C alloy steel was heat-treated to a 
Rockwell hardness of 59. The 4V$-inch 
black micarta handle features a stainless 
lanyard grommet. The guard is also 
stainless and accommodates either a 
slashing or a stabbing grip. 

Vindicator’s sheath works well on belt 
or in boot or on shoulder harness. Each 
knife is numbered on an escutcheon plate 
in the handle. The Vindicator is also 
available in a single-edged model with a 
false edge. Either model costs $48. 


i 
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Hornady Manufacturing Co,, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1848, 
Grand Island, NE 68801, (303) 382-1390, now offers a new bullet 
shape known as the Jacketed Truncated Cone (JTC). The 
230-grain .45 ACP projectile, claims Hornady, is more accurate 
because of its shape. Rumor has it that the JTC is more effective 
on live targets than conventional hardball. Available as com¬ 
ponents, the projectiles retail for $8.50 per hundred; as loaded 
cartridges they sell for $6.70 per box of 20. 
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SOF AND 
GERBER 
LEGENDARY 
BLADES 

ANNOUNCE THE 
DINNERS OF 
THE NAME*-THE- 
KNIFE 

CONTEST (SOF, 
JULY ’79) 


WINNER: 

Eric W. Deveau of 
Zion, Illinois, won both 
the large and small 
knives for naming them 
FORCE I and FORCE II. 

RUNNER-UP: 

Sgt. Joseph F. Nalis, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvan¬ 
ia, won the large knife for 
naming it THE FORCE. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
AN1) THANKS TO 
THE REST OF YOU 
WHO PARTICI¬ 
PATED. 

* 


COVERT INTEL 
LETTER 

Our ads provide the fastest reaction 
time in the Merc trade bringing 
together men, equipment, aircraft, 
ships, helicopters and material. 

(314) 731-0993 Ask for Walt 
Nightly 9:00-11 P.M. Local Time 
Sunday 9:00-11 A.M. Local Time 
At Your Own Risk 
SAMPLE/$1.Q0 or $9.00/12 ISSUES 
Overseas Airmail Add 33% 
(international Money Order) 

H0RIZ0NE 

Box 67, St., Charles, MO 63301, U.S.A. 



SOLDIER 

OF 

FORTUNE 
WANTS YOU! 



We are looking for gun shops, 
sports stores, military shops, 
and sporting goods stores to be 
direct dealers for Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine of¬ 
fers an excellent profit for our 
dealers. Your customers will 
appreciate the convenience of 
picking up their monthly issue 
at your place of business. 


To inquire about this fine program 
Please Write 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

P.O. BOX 693 

BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 


dOM IVf AI\IE)£ t. Indestructable Nylon Band with Exclusive 

WATCHBANID Crystal Cover Strap! 



BRIGADE’S KNIFE POUCH 

A Fitting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of the same 
materia! as our Commando Watohband. Regular size fits most 
pocket knives and all width belts. Hook-n-Loop protective flap 
keeps knife safe and ready when you need it. Same color choices. 

PCH-ST, only $3.95 

PCH-XL, Extra Large size for Buck size knives and Champion, 
Specify type. Olive, Black or Tan. Just $4.95 


‘Protects your Watch* 

‘Conceals Nighttime Glow* 

Heavy-Duty, Resin Treated Type 8 Mil-Spec 
Web, 1-23/32". Sewn with nylon thread. 
Nearly indestructable and will not rot. Hook- 
n-Loop closures secure the cover and our 
unique double-locking wrist band. Will not 
come off even under stress. Washable. 
Measure wrist to nearest 1/4" and specify 

color. Olive. Black, Sage Green, Navy. 

Order now, only $5.50, postpaid. 


NYLON PARAPACK COMMANDO WALLET 

Made to our specifications. Rugged Parapack or Cordura Nylon 
Cloth. Durable, Water repellent finish. Rugged, 5 pocket wallet, 
stows I.D., Credit Cards and Money. Velcro® strip keeps wallet 
securely closed. Rot resistant, floatable, washable, form fitting and 
mighty comfortable. Now available in Olive, Black, Red, Brown, 
Blue and Camouflage. Now $8.25 postpaid 


t_D 



Order these action products by sending your check or money order to: 


Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 

Box 108-L, Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 
Phone Orders: (404) 943-9336 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 
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SANDINISTA 

TRIUMPH 



Will Somoza Downfall Mean Spread 
of Communism in Central America? 



by Terry Edwards 


Editor’s Note: As the most vicious civil 
war in this hemisphere approached its 
bloody climaxSOF mounted an opera¬ 
tion to come up with a balanced view of 
the war in Nicaragua . 

Terry Edwards, a free-lance writer who 
has been a frequent SOF contributor, left 
his home in Canada on a contract assign¬ 
ment to cover the war as best he could and 
elected to enter via the back door of Costa 
Rica “because I figured that the other side 
was more than adequately covered by the 
conventional news media. ** 

As most readers now know, the San- 
dinistas never did succeed in establishing a 
temporary capitol in Rivas which suc¬ 
cessfully held out under the leadership of 
Commandante Bravo until Somoza fled 
the country. At the last moment before 
press time SOF could not determine 
whether the Sandinistas were still accept¬ 
ing volunteers for their fledgling regular 
army as Edwards reported, but judging by 
past experience in Cuba they probably are 
not and even if they were, it would be a 
good idea to forget that adventure . 

Remember what happened to some 
non-Marxist volunteers who served with 
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Castro, including at least one American. 
They were later executed. And Edwards 
knows whereof he writes when he advises 
of dreadful physical conditions. Upon 
returning home he was stricken with a 
variety of tropical ailments and bedridden 
for two weeks. 

SOF Martial Arts Editor Rafael Lima 
was scheduled to evaluate the Somoza side 
of the conflict but was sidelined in Miami 
due to visa problems. 

Shortly after Somoza *s flight, SOF 
Editor and Publisher Robert K. Brown 
flew into Miami, where he linked up with 
Tom Dunkin, who flew in from Fort 
Pierce, and with Miami staffers Ralph 
Eden, Marty Casey, Jay Mallin and Lima. 

SOF staffers in Boulder pulled three 
previously set and laid-out stories from 
the magazine to leave space for these last- 
minute-before-deadline developments. As 
copy flowed in from several points, chaos 
reigned in the news room but editors and 
artists managed to process the new stories 
and photos, with the final work accomp¬ 
lished minutes before the printer arrived 
to pick the issue up. 


SoUTHERN Nicaragua, June and 
July, 1979 — hazy clouds at 3000 feet. 
When the sound comes, there is a hush. 
Those inside come out and scan the sky. 
Seconds later a tiny Cessna materializes 
above. A second follows. They circle 
leisurely, staying high — out of range of 
the .50 HMG anti-aircraft weapons con¬ 
cealed in houses and brush cover. Safe 
from reprisal, they take their time. The 
first hint of the strike comes from the 
flash under one wing. 

A dirty streak of smoke stains the sky as 
rockets hurtle groundward. They strike in 
sequence, sounding like some massive er¬ 
ratic machine gun. The planes bank and 
dip, using each batch of rockets carefully, 
selecting bunkers, buildings and likely 
targets below. 

After 10 minutes a new aircraft joins 
them. Its wing identifies it as a C-47. 
There is no side door. On the ground a .50 
opens up in forlorn hope. The ground 
gunner has no tracer to guide his shots 
and soon gives up. Meanwhile the C-47 
door gunner sends stream after stream of 
bullets to rake the landscape below. The 
NOVEMBER/79 




Sandlnistas, armed with .50 cal. Browning, FNs and M-16s, celebrate Somoza’s flight. Photo credit: Emilio: AP 



Anastaslo Somoza, deposed Presl* Nicaraguan National Guard sniper with Israeli helmet 

dent of Nicaragua, displays de- and M-1 Garand. Guardsmen ran out of ammo due to 

jected expression shortly after he u.S. pressures. Photo credit: AP. 

arrived in Miami. Photo credit: AP. 


attack goes on for another 15 minutes, 
then one by one the planes disappear up 
through the clouds. A single Cessna hangs 
back to direct the first shots of the 81mm 
mortar fire that follows. 

In the north of Nicaragua, soldiers of 
the F.S.L.N. (Sandinista National Libera¬ 
tion Front) have swept Somoza’s National 
Guard from the towns and countryside. 
But until recently the south presented a 
different picture. Sandinista forces held a 
narrow band of Nicaragua along the 
Costa Rican border with roughly 1,000 
dug-in men and women. Facing them were 
an equal number of the National Guard. 
Behind the Guardsmen is the town of 
Rivas, announced by the Sandinista to be 
their future seat of the provisional govern¬ 
ment. An airlift of 300 troops from Mana¬ 
gua bolstered the garrison in town and 
troops between the border and Rivas 
greatly hampered rebel thrusts. 

This is the second major Sandinista of¬ 
fensive to overthrow Nicaraguan Presi¬ 
dent General Anastasio (“Tacho”) 
Somoza. The first, launched in 1978, was 
a disaster for the rebels. After a few initial 


gains, they were savagely beaten down by 
the 12,000-man National Guard. It was a 
simple case of too much, too fast, a com¬ 
mon error in guerrilla warfare. Constant 
harassment turned the Guard into a 
vengeful, brutal force, driving Ni¬ 
caraguans to the guerrilla ranks. The 


Guard was spread thin, world opinion was 
turning on Somoza and the time seemed 
right to switch from hit-and-run guerrilla 
tactics to conventional warfare. It was too 
early. 

“Wc lost hundreds ... thousands of 
Fighters, then,” said one survivor. “But 
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we learned from our mistakes. We went 
back to the forests and this time we have 
an army!” 

The first steps in building the new army 
were re-arming and training. Sandinista 
arms buyers, assisted by well-connected 
Costa Rican and other Central American 
businessmen, scoured for weapons. Their 
efforts were adequate, but hardly profes¬ 
sional. From the U.S. came a hodge¬ 
podge of burnt-out .45s, suicide specials 
and a scattering of highly-coveted Brown¬ 
ing Hi-Powers, P-38s and other quality 
autos. Early model Belgian-made FN/ 
FAL rifles appeared. Rumors stated these 
were the guns bought by Castro from FN 
before he turned to the Soviet camp, but 
FALs are so widely distributed now that 
without serial number references proof is 
impossible. Anyway, Cuba now has 250 
combat troops inside Nicaragua and has 
trained at least 300 Sandinista instructors 
in Cuba, according to highly placed Costa 
Rican sources of impeccable authority, 
sources so well-placed in Costa Rica that 
they cannot be further identified. 

A batch of World War II German 
pons arrived, including the still-excellent 
MG-42 LMG and the Bergman SMG. 
From the U.S. came M-l Garands and 
carbines. Israeli Galils and Uzis, and U.S. 
M-16Als, captured during the first offen¬ 
sive, helped fill the ranks. Specific sources 
for most of these weapons were impossi¬ 
ble to determine but there was much talk 
in Costa Rica, by those who should know, 
that Venezuelan sources were major sup¬ 
pliers. All in all, a logistics nightmare. 

Other weapons entered Sandinista 
ranks by purchase, gift and capture — 
Chinese-made RPG launchers and their 
grenades, 75mm recoilless rifles, 81 and 
120mm mortars, and at least one 105mm 
howitzer. Uniforms and equipment were 


bought and taken from National Guard 
dead. Much of the infantry clothing and 
equipment is U.S.-made; some can be 
bought from the pages of this magazine 
and likely was! Meanwhile, other Central 
American countries were growing less shy 
about supporting the rebels. 

Panama opened her doors as a way sta¬ 
tion for guerrillas training in Cuba and 
equipment arriving from around the 
world. Venezuela chipped in with cold 
cash. Costa Rica evacuated a large salient 
of her territory, leaving it as a guerrilla 
sanctuary and allowing free traffic in 
fighters and equipment. When SOF arriv¬ 


ed at San Jose, airport customs was tear¬ 
ing everyone apart. But when the official 
glanced at the pile of combat gear, he 
merely smiled and indicated a search 
would not be required. 

Now trained and re-equipped, the San¬ 
dinista set out again. They had learned 
their lessons. Strategy was professional. 
Simultaneously guerrillas attacked 
throughout Nicaragua, sending the Na¬ 
tional Guard into a frenzy, trying to de¬ 
fend all areas at one time. This forced the 
Guard to thin out. With the roads easily 
interdicted by the guerrillas and little 


Two Sandinista guerrillas, one armed with 30.06 M-1 Garand 
(foreground), other with H&K G33 blast away at open doorway in 
Leon, Nicaragua’s second largest city, shortly before end of 
blood-drenched civil war. Dead Nicaragua National Guardsman 
lies in front of door. Photo credit: UPI. 



LATEST REPORT: 
DEATH OF SOF STAFFER 
MICHAEL D. ECHANIS 

While interviewing members of the 
elite Nicaraguan Infantry Officer’s 
School who were receiving treatment 
for serious wounds in a Miami hos¬ 
pital, SOF found a young officer who 
conducted an investigation of the 
death of SOF staffer Mike Echanis. He 
also supervised the recovery of 
Echanis * body and those of the others 
who perished with him in a September 
1978 plane crash . His report follows: 

I was participating in combat opera¬ 
tions near the border of Costa Rica 
when I received a radio call from Lt. 
Col. Anastasio Somoza [General 
Somoza’s son and OIC of the Nicara¬ 
guan Basic Infantry School—cds.]. He 
instructed me to investigate' the plane 
crash in which Echanis died. I proceed¬ 
ed to the river in which the plane had 
crashed, obtained the services of 
several SCUBA personnel and four 


boats and subsequently supervised 
recovery of four bodies from the 
submerged aircraft. 

As you know, the others that died 
with Echanis were General Allegret; 
Mike’s friend and second in command, 
Charles Saunders; and Nguyen van 
Nguyen. The Vietnamese’s only iden¬ 
tification was a Special Forces ID card 
nothing else. [Nguyen served 10 
years with SF in Special Operations 
Group (SOG) and had been recruited 
by Echanis as an adviser a few months 
before —eds.] 

From the wreckage and fragment 
wounds on the bodies, we determined 
that at some point Israeli hand gre¬ 
nades on board the aircraft had 
detonated. 

Farmers from the area reported they 
had heard the plane’s engine miss and 
then it plunged into a steep dive. 

The plane suddenly began to pull out 
of its dive. There was an explosion and 
a wing came off —* or vice versa. I was 


not able to determine which event oc¬ 
curred first. The plane then started to 
break up and plunged into the river. 

No one aboard survived. 

No one will ever know for sure, of 
course, but it is possible to speculate 
on what might have happened aboard 
that ill-fated airplane . Could the non¬ 
crew personnel aboard have been drop¬ 
ping those grenades on Sandinista 
guerrillas below in Costa Rica and one 
of the grenades exploded prematurely? 
A possibility , 

Could turbulence have caused a 
malfunction of the aircraft? Also a 
possibility. 

Or could there have been an acciden¬ 
tal discharge of one of the numerous 
firearms aboard? Possible too . It is 
unclear whether the explosion preced¬ 
ed the aricraft's erratic performance or 
followed it . There are many unanswer¬ 
ed questions in the death of Mike 
Echanis and Nguyen, two old soldiers 
who died as they lived, in the midst of 
action . 
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airlift capability, the Guard found itself 
too thin on the ground for offensive ac¬ 
tions. At this point Sandinista forces con¬ 
centrated on one garrisoned town after 
another, chalking up a string of victories 
designed to isolate Somoza in his capital. 
Somoza drew the Guard back to Managua 
and abandoned the north. The Sandinista 
intention was then to take the capital 
itself, but the uprising there was pre¬ 
mature and events in the south threw the 
schedule off. First, Rivas failed to col¬ 
lapse after three bitter, bloody assaults. 
Supplies reaching southern Nicaragua at 
the time of this writing are being carried 
by mule up into the mountains, through 
the snipers, to bypass the Guard. 

In Managua the premature uprising 
ended fatally when the National Guard 
pulled out the stops and brought their ar¬ 
tillery into the streets to blast the slums 
clear. The guerrillas wisely withdrew from 
the city. 

In the south the war has been a curious 
mixture. The tactics at Rivas have been 
largely conventional; soften up and 
punch. Around the Guard’s area to the 
south in early July, shelters, trenches, and 
mortar barrages lent a World War I at¬ 
mosphere, and along the border area raids 
and snipers recreated a mini-Vietnam. 
The terrain here is well suited to guerrillas. 
This is the rainy season and twice a day 
the rains come to drench the forests and 
fill the dozens of rivers flowing from the 
nearby mountains to the Pacific. The rug¬ 
ged surface is blanketed with eye-proof 
foliage and the clouds and mist severely 
cut down on any use of the tiny airforce 
left to Somoza before his resignation. The 
Pan-American highway is largely intact, 
blasted and cratered, but passable to the 
guerrillas except where the Guard lay 
across it north of the border. 

Several Guard efforts to cut the 
Panama-Costa Rica-Nicaragua supply 
line failed. One last attempt, a patrol of 40 
men sent into Costa Rica to blow two of 
the U.S.-built slab-type bridges, was am¬ 
bushed. The guerrillas unofficially re¬ 
ported 39 killed, one captured. Off the 
Pan-Am highway roads are negotiable on¬ 
ly by four-wheel drive, and if you go into 
the rain forest, take a machete. Lizards 
and snakes of all sizes abound and mos¬ 
quitoes — yes, some carry malaria — 
swarm with the flies. 

The stifling heat is intense. Sweat, 
humidity and rain together mean you are 
rarely dry and a day or two in the region 
leaves you with that musty smell any 
jungle-crawler will remember. 

Patrolling is a dangerous job. The con¬ 
cealment is so good, that he who gets 
there first, wins. It has been a small arms 
Fight in the forests because of both the 
lack of heavier and exotic weapons and of 
tactical demands. FAL rifles are ap¬ 
preciated for their heavy hitting power 
against concrete-block construction, but 
disliked for their size, weight of ammo 


and kick. Many troops are young and in¬ 
experienced with firearms. They do far 
better with lighter weapons, such as the 
M-l carbine, 16 or Galil, that don’t give 
the novice instant flinch. In the wide 
variety of conditions almost any weapon 
has a place. 

“We got one tank with 
Molotov cocktails.” 

For anti-tank work the Sandinista have 
used RPGs and Molotov cocktails. Two 
tanks have been taken out: 

‘‘We got one with Molotov cocktails. 
We must have put 10 gallons on that 
bastard [a Sherman] before he lit up. It 
cost us 12 of our boys — 12 for one tank 
— but we got the bastards.” The other 
Sherman wfent up from a single RPG hit. 
Armor is hardly an issue now. In early Ju¬ 
ly, the Guard could only put out one Sher¬ 
man tank and a handful of armored cars. 

Until mid-July the National Guard 
hung together well. The only reported 
defections were officers. As the Guards¬ 
men saw it, they could fight to the death, 
or surrender and then die. The Sandinista 
see things the same way. Both sides made 
propaganda noise about well-treated pri¬ 
soners, but no one believed it. In one case 
a Guard officer appeared after his capture 
to state he was treated well and was willing 
to join the guerrillas. Quite embarrassing 
for Somoza. The Sandinista have their 
embarrassing moments as well, like the 
Costa Rican convict who escaped jail, 
joined the Sandinista, got issued a weapon 
and promptly returned to Costa Rica to 

COMING SOON 

SoF staffers ill Miami have located 
and interviewed a number of Cubans 
who fought for the Somoza forces in 
the recently concluded Nicaraguan 
revolution and members of the Nic¬ 
araguan army as well. 

They were being treated for wounds 
in a Miami hospital, where they had 
registered under assumed names. 

One of the Cubans, an adviser to 
Somoza for the past 10 months, was an 
old acquaintance of SOF staffers from 
the anti-Castro days of the early ’60s. 

SOF holed up in a Holiday Inn, 
drew the blinds and debriefed this 
Cuban exile over a three-day period. 
His analysis of the real reasons for the 
fall of Somoza and the potential Marx¬ 
ist peril to Honduras, El Salvador, 
Guatemala — and ultimately Mexico 
— will appear in an upcoming issue of 
Soldier of Fortune. Look for it, 
because chances are you will not learn 
elsewhere of what really transpired 
behind the scenes in the cantinas, 
cities, villages and jungles of central 
America. 


resume his bank-robbing career — 
wielding an auto weapon. 

By the time this story sees print the 
situation in Nicaragua will undoubtedly 
be settled. But in early July, though San¬ 
dinista victory seemed certain, both sides 
were still straining to make a knock-out 
punch. As the struggle continues, Marxist 
factions of the Sandinista grow stronger 
and the moderates weaker. Cuban troops 
arrive for combat and small covered 
trucks roll north from Panama each 
night, carrying food, ammo and weapons. 
Most people say there will be no “night of 
the long knives” following victory and no 
new political war to settle the new govern¬ 
ment, but a few say they will not be sur¬ 
prised .... 

“Many volunteers are getting 
shot on their first day in com¬ 
bat.” 

“Many volunteers [moderates] are get¬ 
ting shot on their first day in combat. 
They have no training; it’s very bad.” 
Further talk hints that most arms and 
equipment, along with Cuban troops and 
instructors, go to Marxist groups while the 
moderates are being starved out. New 
recruits naturally gravitate to the best 
armed and led forces, further reducing 
moderate influence. The United States is 
not regarded as friendly. 

The fact Israel is supplying the Somoza 
government is taken as proof of 
America’s intentions: “If the U.S. said 
stop, Israel would stop!” says one man. 

The U.S press has been maligned as 
CIA or spies for Somoza, but the real 
reason for hostility in Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica is simpler. A U.S. writer, 
angered at being stopped miles from the 
border, wrote that northern Costa Rica 
was being run by “foreigners” (the San¬ 
dinista). In embarrassment, Costa Rica 
had to move back into its evacuated 
salient, a situation which did nothing to 
please the guerrillas. 

By the third week of June, the border 
was sealed to the press, except for Costa 
Ricans and at least one carload of Russian 
and East German reporters. SOF got in on 
their coattails. Unfortunately, we also got 
caught at it. Bad news, the Costa Rican 
press had just printed an erroneous, and 
unflattering, article about SOF magazine, 
successfully making it a household word. 
There followed the usual antics of waving 
rifles, searching the Land Cruiser, etc. 

Considering what the Costa Rican press 
had said about SOF and those who work 
with it, Sandinista behavior was polite and 
restrained. 

If the struggle still continues when this 
story sees print, some readers may be con¬ 
sidering a bit of travel. The Sandinistas 
accept volunteers. There is a 700-strong 
international brigade operating in the 
south, composed of Costa Ricans and 
Panamanians for the most part, with a 
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scattering of soldiers from Venezuela, 
Columbia, Chile and even a few Span¬ 
iards, French and Germans. There are 
also a number of Costa Ricans who served 
in Vietnam with U.S. forces. While the 
Marxist factions don't need anyone’s 
help, the moderates will gratefully accept 
offers of instruction — if you can make 
contact with them. Be prepared to do a lot 
of hanging around before you are trusted. 
Again, no money. 

Just about every disease possible is 
floating through Nicaragua right now, so 
shots and malaria pills are a must. Water 
must be treated with purification tabs and 
no food (if you find any!) should be eaten 
cold or raw. Internally, Nicaragua is a 
disaster. There is little food, and no 
medicine, its industry is shattered and ma¬ 
jor crops of cotton and coffee are un¬ 
planted. The Sandinista are a well- 
disciplined force but bands of armed 
looters are also common. Don’t go unless 
you speak Spanish. 

* 


AFTER THE FALL 

by Jay Mallin 

FALLOWING the revolutionary vic¬ 
tory in Cuba at the beginning of 1959, 
would-be insurgents from virtually every 
country in Latin America flooded into 
that country seeking Fidel Castro’s assist¬ 
ance in undertaking similar activities in 
their own countries. 

Among the visitors were several groups 
of Nicaraguans. Ernesto “Che” Guevara, 
the Argentinian who became Cuba’s 
grand master of subversion, selected an 
ideologically suitable Nicaraguan group 
and sent it to newly established Camp 
Granma for training. Within months, the 
Nicaraguans launched guerrilla activities 
in Nicaragua. On 28 May 1959, for exam¬ 
ple, Cuban air force transport No. 508 
flew a cargo of arms into Nicaragua. They 
were turned over to Marcial Eguiluz, a 
Nicaraguan communist. 

The initial efforts failed; the guerrillas 
were easily dispatched by the Nicaraguan 
National Guard. But for 20 years, Castro 
continued his support of the Sandinistas 

— a Nicaraguan Marxist-controlled group 

— and for 20 years the Sandinistas sought 
to win control of Nicaragua. 

And the Nicaraguan adventure is but 
one phase of a hemisphere-wide Cuban 
subversive program. It even extends into 
the United States, where several times 
Cuban diplomats have been ousted be¬ 
cause of their activities. For 20 years, 
Castro continued his program of subver¬ 
sion. Until this year, he had chalked up no 
real successes (the election in Chile of his 
friend Salvador Allende was a temporary 
triumph, but destroyed by a Chilean army 
coup before Allende could consolidate his 
control). 
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Now, finally Castro has a victory. The 
Sandinistas have won control of Nicara¬ 
gua. 

Fidel Castro, reaching across the Atlan¬ 
tic, was able to win, with Soviet support, a 
military victory in Angola. This was ac¬ 
complished through the outright utiliza¬ 
tion of the Cuban army. In Nicaragua, 
Castro gained his victory through subver¬ 
sion by Sandinista surrogates. They suc¬ 
ceeded in defeating the well-armed, disci¬ 
plined, trained and highly motivated Na¬ 
tional Guard. How did the Sandinistas ac¬ 
complish this? Through the indirect — 
and perhaps direct — assistance of Jimmy 
Carter and the U.S. State Department. 

Nicaraguan Dictator Anastasio Sotnoza 
became a prime target of the Liberal 
human rights exponents in the Carter ad¬ 
ministration, including Carter himself. 
They wanted Somoza out. The signi¬ 
ficance of this action in real political terms 
meant little or nothing to them. Somoza 
must go, no matter what the cost. The 
United States not only cut off its own 
military and other aid to Nicaragua, it 
also pressured countries that were supply¬ 
ing weapons, notably Israel, into halting 
assistance to Nicaragua. Somoza and the 
National Guard were faced with an almost 
complete arms embargo. The guardsmen 
were running out of ammunition with 
which to fight. There are even reports that 
the United States quietly slipped weapons 
to the Sandinistas to win their confidence. 

The United States, which for years 
helped Latin American countries fend off 
Castro’s subversive efforts, now made 
possible his first subversive victory. 

The Sandinistas are now in control. 
They have their red and black flags (the 
old colors of Europe’s anarchists — the 
same colors Castro used during the Cuban 
revolution), they have suspended Nicara¬ 
gua’s constitution and laws (as Castro did 
when he came to power), they have set up 
“popular tribunals” (again along the 
Cuban model). There are moderates in the 
new government of Nicaragua — there 
were moderates in the first revolutionary 
government of Nicaragua. 

What happened in Cuba will probably 
serve as a model for the complete San¬ 
dinista takeover of Nicaragua. The Fi- 
delistas/communists had to do away with 
the remnants of the regular Cuban army. 
The dissolution of the Nicaraguan Na¬ 
tional Guard has already solved this pro¬ 
blem for the Sandinistas. 

The Sandinistas can be expected to 
follow the Cuban blueprint (as detailed in 
the book, Fortress Cuba, published in the 
mid-’60s). The moderates will be squeezed 
out of the government one by one. The 
Sandinista/communists will salami-tactic 
their way into control of the unions, the 
educational system, the press and even¬ 
tually all sectors of Nicaraguan life. 
Cuban society was more complicated than 
is that of relatively backward Nicaragua. 
The takeover of Nicaragua will probably 


be simpler to accomplish — and will take 
less time. 

Hardly were the Fidelistas in control of 
Cuba when they turned the island into a 
base for the attempted exportation of 
revolution to other countries. Can the 
Sandinistas, tightly bound to Havana, be 
expected to do less with their country? 
Hardly. 

‘‘Subversives are a permanent 
risk to stable democratic 
regimes.” 

Honduran President Policarpo Paz 
Garcia said a few days ago: “If we take in¬ 
to account that there is a certain amount 
of universal fraternality among subver¬ 
sives, then there is a permanent risk to 
stable democratic regimes.” 

Encouraged by their victory, there is lit¬ 
tle doubt that the Sandinistas will be hap¬ 
py to provide support to Marxist groups 
in other countries, just as they received 
support from Cuba. As for Castro, he 
must be laughing at how Washington 
handed him his first subversive victory in 
20 years; he is not likely to end his efforts. 
Encouraged by the triumph in Nicaragua, 
he will surely press on. 

In Washington, the head of the Cuban 
interest section, Ramon Sanchez Parodi, 
stated openly that Cuban aid to the San¬ 
dinistas “intensified as the struggle inten¬ 
sified.” Furthermore, he acknowledged 
publically, Cuba is supporting (Marxist) 
revolutionary movements in Honduras, El 
Salvador and Guatemala. No wonder that 
Honduran President Paz Garcia says he is 
“very alarmed” about what happened in 
Nicaragua. 

Castro’s future role in Central 
America includes continuing 
subversion. 

The situation in Central America today 
is bleak indeed for the non-communist 
countries and for the United States. As 
Castro looks out from Havana he sees 
this: 

• Panama, a country which willingly 
worked with Cuba in supplying arms to 
the Sandinistas and permitted the 
transshipment of Cuban weapons to the 
Nicaraguan rebels. Panama is not com¬ 
munist but there is little doubt that com¬ 
munist elements are showing restraint un¬ 
til the U.S. Congress finally approves the 
Canal treaty. 

• Costa Rica — A democratic nation 
which pusillanimously ceded national ter¬ 
ritory to the Sandinistas so they could use 
it as a base for their assault on Nicaragua. 
The Soviet and Cuban embassies in San 
Jose play a major behind-the-scenes role 
in Costa Rica. 

• Nicaragua — Under Sandinista con¬ 
trol. 

• El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras 
— Three remaining Central American na- 
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tions, already wracked to varying degrees 
by unrest. Castro sees here vulnerable 
fields for his continuing subversive cam¬ 
paign. And, highly important, Castro sees 
in Washington an inept, do-gooder ad- 
ministraton that probably will not act to 
prevent his further moves. 

Carter’s response: “Will you 
help me get rid of Somoza?’’ 

The prospect ahead is that Castro will 
expand and speed up his subversive cam¬ 
paign. Bad days are ahead for Central 
America. And with a growing communist 
presence in Central America, the com¬ 
munist pressure on Mexico — with its Vital 
oil supplies — will also increase. When 
Carter visited Mexico recently, Mexican 
President Lopez Portillo tried to warn 
him about this, saying that despite Mex¬ 
ico's public anti-Somoza postures, the 
Mexican government was concerned 
about the growing Cuban presence. 
Carter listened but evidently understood 
not a word of what the Mexican president 
told him. 

He turned to Lopez Portillo and asked 
him, “Will you help me get rid of 
Somoza?” The Mexican president figura¬ 
tively threw up his hands, amazed at 
Carter’s political naivete. 

The loss of China became a major issue 
in American politics. It is quite likely that 
the loss of Nicaragua — and a growing 
struggle throughout Central America — 
will weigh heavily in the next presidential 
election in the United States. 
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NICARAGUAN 
“BED PEOPLE’’ 


Nicaraguan “bed people,” the 

Latin American equivalent of the 
homeless Vietnamese, are latest among 
the world’s political refugees to seek 
sanctuary in the U.S. Some 60 to 70 of 
deposed President Anastasio Somoza’s 
troops, sent to Miami for medical 
treatment before collapse of his 
regime, are uncertain of their future. 
They say they can’t go home again 
because they face certain death from 
the Sandinista guerrillas. 

What the U.S. attitude will be is 
unknown. An Immigration and Natur¬ 
alization Service official in Miami said 
July 27 that he was unaware of the pa¬ 
tients’ presence in Miami. “But,” said 
Raymond Morris, “all Nicaraguan 
refugees have until Dec. 31, 1979, to 
decide whether to go voluntarily to 
another country or to try to stay here.” 

Normally the Nicaragua National 
Guardsmen, all wounded in action, 
would have been treated and returned 
to Nicaragua. But the government 
which sent them here no longer exists 
and the patients are afraid to go home 
again. 

“I cannot go back to my country,” 
said a 27-year-old former first lieuten¬ 
ant. He is the last of the war wounded 
to get out of Nicaragua. He arrived in 
Miami July 14, just three days before 
Somoza quit. 

This man suffered a bullet wound in 
the left leg that destroyed his kneecap. 
He will be hospitalized for one more 
month. “The doctors say I will walk, 
but I will not run again,” the young 
lieutenant said. 

He has served 11 years in the Nicara¬ 
gua National Guard, which included 


four years of military academy, and 
seven of active duty. He attended basic 
infantry officers school at Ft. Benning. 
“I learned English at Lackland AFB.” 
He has had parachute and military in¬ 
telligence training with U.S. military 
units in Panama. 

As to what his military' career quali¬ 
fies him to do in civilian life, the lieu¬ 
tenant said, “I can do many things. 
The most important thing is to earn 
money to live.” 

The lieutenant is single. -His mother 
and father were still in Nicaragua at 
last report but he had no inkling of 
their fate after the Sandinista guerrillas 
won. A committee has been formed in 
Miami by Nicaraguans aided by Cuban 
exiles, to care for the “bed people” as 
well as civilian refugees. The group’s 
name is the Humanitarian Committee 
for Nicaraguan Refugees in Miami, at 
4315 NW 7th Street, Suite 31 & 32. 
This non-profit group was hastily 
organized in mid-July. 

Committee spokesman Antonio 
Acevedo said, “We are trying to help 
them any way possible, to find them a 
place to stay, and we hope to get some 
money from Washington.” 

Miami’s exile community was largely 
instrumental in forming the new refu¬ 
gee aid group. Anselmo Alliegro, a 
former civilian aide to ex-president 
Somoza, is active in the resettlement 
effort. Alliegro fled Cuba as a teen¬ 
ager. His father held several high 
government offices during Batista’s 
tenures in Cuba. He is now in his 30s 
and a U.S. citizen. ■ T, and we, know 
what they’re up against,” Alliegro said 
of Nicaraguan refugees. “We are try¬ 
ing to interest anyone possible.” 

—Tom Dunkin 
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Taps has sounded for a giant of a 
soldier, a legend among brave men, an 
unselfish hero who came out of retire¬ 
ment to give America its one moment of 
pride in the debacle called Iran. 

Colonel Arthur D. “Bull” Simons: 
those who served with him called him 
fearless. “Death,” he used to say, “is not 
that far away from me by other causes.” 
He died May 21 in Dallas’ Baylor Hos¬ 
pital, three months after risking death 
once again to free men he did not know 
from a foreign prison. He believed in 
unorthodox operations, and proved at age 
60 how effective they can be when he led a 
hand-picked team of 15 men into Iran and 
organized a mob assault on an Iranian 
prison in which two American employees 
of computer magnate H. Ross Perot’s 
Texas-based Electronic Data Systems 
were being held hostage for a reported 
$12.75 million ransom demanded by the 
Iranian government. In a crisis when 
bureaucracy and conventional diplomacy 
were powerless to act, Bull Simons acted 
unconventionally — and brought the men 
home. With them, he freed almost 11,000 
Iranian citizens imprisoned in the same 
walls, “the biggest jail break in history” 
(see “Who Dares Wins,” SOF, June, 
’79). 

It was typical of him that he refused 
payment for the caper. 

Bull Simons: if you wove his life into a 
book of fiction, publishers would turn it 
down because its plot would be too im¬ 
plausible. Indeed, when I wrote a book 
about just one of his exploits, the editor- 
in-chief of one of America’s largest 
publishing houses told me, “If you had 
turned this manuscript in as fiction, I’d 
have sent you a rejection slip — it’s too in¬ 
credible.” 

That exploit, the 1970 raid into Son Tay 
prison 23 miles from downtown Hanoi, 
proved abortive: when Simons’ 56-man 
team landed there in the dead of night, 
they found the camp empty of POWs. But 
Simons got his men in and out without a 
single serious casualty; he showed North 
Vietnam that America could operate with 
impunity in its own back yard, and so ter¬ 
rified North Vietnam’s leaders that they 
might lose their biggest bargaining chip in 
the Paris peace talks — America’s POWs 
— that they quickly rounded up all the 
POWs from remote, dingy, outlying 
camps and brought them all together into 
downtown Hanoi’s infamous Hoa Loa 
prison, where security would be better. 

Some of those men had been in captivi¬ 
ty for 5Vi years; many had been confined 
in solitary, broken by torture, for two or 
more years; some had known only one 
other American cellmate in all that time 
they’d been captive; one man had surviv¬ 
ed 2Vi years held prisoner in a cave in 
Laos, alone over 900 days in a damp, 
dark, vermin-infested corner of hell. 
Some of the prisoners had gone insane. 







Requiem for a Warrior 

Col. Arthur “Bull” Simons 

( 1918 - 1979 ) 

by Benjamin F. Schemmer 
Editor, Armed Forces Journal International 


Suddenly, these men found themselves 
crowded together into cells with 20 to 40 
of their fellow pilots and soldiers; for the 
First time in years, they could talk openly, 
not risk torture communicating through 
the POWs’ “tap code”; they could or¬ 
ganize, treat each other’s wounds, teach 
each other, unite, bargain as a unified 
force with their captors. Morale soared 
among men whose spirits had reached, in 
many cases, the breaking point. And they 
knew, as word of the raid on Son Tay 
spread among them, that America cared, 
that the United States would risk anything 
to bring them home. 

“There’s one thing you’ve got to 
understand about Son Tay,” one of its 
prisoners told me when he came home: 
“They called it ‘the raid that failed’. 
What you’ve got to understand is that ‘the 
raid that failed’ saved our sanity . ” 

The POWs called it “the greatest opera¬ 
tion of the war,” the one thing that con¬ 
tributed most to their morale, that was 
“essential” to their well being. 

His men, of course, had no idea of all 
that, the night he brought them back 
unscathed from the heart of North Viet¬ 
nam; but Bull Simons knew how much 
they had wanted to bring those POWs 
home, and soon after they recovered in 
Thailand, he had them assembled and told 
them: 

“T know you are disappointed. We had 
the place right by the ass. But you have 
nothing to feel bad about, nothing to be 
ashamed of. You did your job and you 
did it as well as any combat commander 
could ask of you. We don’t have a thing 
to be ashamed of. The operation, as far as 
whatnot/ did, was successful. You could 
not have done it better.” 

Asked how his men had reacted, Si¬ 
mons told me later: “Hell, I wasn’t look¬ 
ing for any reaction. It was just something 
I wanted to say. I didn’t give a goddamn 
what their reaction was.” 

Nor did he give a damn about qualms 
Washington was having by the time he 
was rushed back to brief the Secretary of 
Defense and the President on the raid. 
The bureaucracy was shook up, apoplec¬ 
tic that raiding an empty prison camp 
deep in the heart of North Vietnam would 
make it look like only America could 
screw up a two-car funeral. Simons learn¬ 
ed from his friend and planner of the Son 
Tay foray, Army Brigadier General Don¬ 


ald Blackburn, that Washington was 
probably more shook up than the North 
Vietnamese had been. 

Simons asked him, “What are you tell¬ 
ing me, that we got a black eye. I'm not 
mad at anybody. I thought the thing was 
great. Okay, so we didn’t get ’em. Christ, 
the thing was worth doing without getting 
them.” 

He was a lot smarter than some people 
gave him credit for at first glance. 

They called him “Bull” for a lot of 
reasons. One was that he looked like a 
bull (although people would come to learn 
that he was a very gentle, sensitive man): 
huge shoulders on a 5-foot, 11-inch, 
190-pound, granite-like frame; a thick 
neck, receding hairline, bushy eyebrows, a 
wide, hawklike nose, big ears, deep 
creases curving from his nostrils around 
his mouth and down to his chin. 

HIS LEGENDS 

Missouri-born, a ROTC journalism 
graduate, he became a soldier in 1941. He 
commanded B Company of the Sixth 
Ranger Battalion in the invasion of the 
Philippines, having transferred from 
pack artillery duty in New Guinea after 
fighting with 75mm howitzers and “a long 
line of mules.” (Later in life he would 
joke that the first order he ever issued in 
combat was to a first sergeant, telling him 
how to make a jackass more comfort¬ 
able.) 

Three days before the invasion of 
Leyte, he took a team of Navy frog men in 
to blow up the Japanese mines sewn in 
Leyte Gulf. That done, he took his men 
the very next night to knock out a radar 
station on a nearby island. For assault 
boats, all Simons could find was “a bunch 
of goddamn canoes” and a Philippine 
guide who “was smart enough to jump 
out as soon as we left shore.” All the 
canoes sank; Simons stole more, landed 
on the wrong island, carried his canoes to 
the other side and paddled to the objective 
— where he found another Ranger force 
had been badly mauled trying to knock 
out the same radar. 

Simons decided to lead what was now 
left of his 80-man company, 15 Rangers, 
up the backside of their objective, a cliff. 
They climbed it “by our fingernails, you 
know, I mean straight up.” By mid¬ 
morning, Simons reached the top, saw a 
young Japanese soldier taking his drawers 
down for a crap about 10 feet away, mus¬ 


ed, “That’s too bad,” shot his first enemy 
face to face, and supervised the unsched¬ 
uled disintegration of a key threat to the 
invasion force. 

He fought in Korea, did the things a 
soldier does in peacetime, joined the 
Special Forces, and visited Vietnam four 
times. The visits never once involved a 
conventional operation. 

His First job there, in 1960, was to 
organize a clandestine army in Laos. 
Simons picked 107 men, code-named 
“White Star” teams, but found when he 
arrived with them that there was no one to 
train because Laos’ “army” was a palace 
guard, ill-equipped and unsuited to cope 
with North Vietnam’s increasingly fre¬ 
quent and brutal cross-border forays. Nor 
would the Laotian government recruit an 
army. But it was obvious to Simons that 
some kind of army was needed, so he kid¬ 
napped one. 

Simons’ teams roamed all over the 
country, impressing thousands of Meo 
tribesmen uprooted by the turmoil in their 
land. He put them in compounds behind 
barbed wire, fed and clothed them, and 
taught them to soldier. They proved eager 
to learn: under Bull Simons, life had a 
purpose, and they were even getting paid, 
Simons eventually recruited 12 battalions 
of Meo “volunteers,” and they proved 
such tough opposition that North Viet¬ 
nam soon lost much of its appetite for the 
cross-border raids that had torn the coun¬ 
try to shreds and threatened to topple its 
government. To the astonishment of the 
Pentagon, CIA, and White House moguls 
who had sent him to Laos, Simons 
brought every one of his 107 men home 
alive. 

Life was precious to him. 

THE MAN 

Gruff, barrel-chested, a mean-looking 
rock of a soldier,. Bull Simons evoked a 
rich mix of vivid emotions from those who 
knew him: disbelief of his courage, envy 
of his calm, awe of his exploits, and — 
above all — admiration of his gentleness. 

An officer who served under him twice 
in Laos described him to me as “the only 
man I know who genuinely hates people.” 
Yet he would admit that people are what 
Bull Simons cared most about. When 
Simons returned from Iran, Ross Perot 
related in his eulogy at Bull’s memorial 
service in Dallas, “He watched the wives 
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and children of the rescued men joyfully 
and tearfully greet their husbands and 
fathers. After a few minutes, he looked 
sternly at me and said, ‘I just got paid for 
the trip’.” 

Simons refused any further payment 
for pulling off the biggest jailbreak in 
history. 

Concern for the men he led was a spe¬ 
cial mark of his leadership. “Soldiers,” he 
felt strongly, “are entitled to leadership 
from men who can ‘smart their way out of 
it*. I don’t want my people to get their ass 
shot off for nothing. That’s what leaders 
are for, to not let that happen. The guy 
who carries the gun wants to know what 
the hell kind of a man you are and he 
wants to know you’re there with him — 
not up front, necessarily, but that you 
know your business, you’ve got control of 
the sonovabitch and if the thing goes sour 
that you are going to be there with him 
when it’s time to have to out.” 

Little wonder that one of the 107 men 
he took to Laos in 1960 said of him later, 
“I would follow Bull Simons to hell and 
back for the sheer joy of being with him 
on the visit.” 

His 30-year feast of behind-the-lines 
forays took him into enough firefights to 
accept the blood of battle as “an occupa¬ 
tional hazard.” War, he pointed out, was* 
a “miserable business to begin with,” but 
he believed deeply in soldiering: “If 
history is any teacher,” he reminded me 
once, “it teaches you that when you get 
indifferent and you lose the will to fight, 
some other sonovabitch who has the will 
to fight will take you over.” 

He knew after Korea that the “day of 
the good old cavalry charge is over,” and 
he believed fervently in the efficiency of 
unorthodox, audacious operations. He 
didn’t believe in foolhardy frolics: when 
he undertook an operation, its research 
and planning were meticulous. But he also 
felt strongly, as he told me once, “The 
more improbable something is, the surer 
you can pull it off.” 

The Army’s decimation of its Speical 
Forces ranks bothered him greatly after he 
retired: “They can produce results that 
far outweigh their numbers,” he said. 
“You can demand anything of them, any 
goddamn thing you can name, and you 
can demand it with impunity, without any 
hesitation. But it takes good leaders, good 
training, people who know their business. 
And these guys will do it.” 

To save lives, he believed in surprise — 
and surprise, he would point out, 
“doesn’t work if you don’t use violence 
and speed. If you are going to err,” he 
would add, “err on the side of violence.” 


President Nixon awarded Simons Dis¬ 
tinguished Service Cross for Son Tay raid. 
White House ceremony of 13 minutes was 
half as long as raid itself. Photo Credit: 
White House. 







(When he was called to the White House 
in mid-1970 to brief Henry Kissinger on 
the forthcoming Son Tay raid, Simons 
assured the President’s national security 
advisor, “We are going to use the mini¬ 
mum amount of fire necessary,” but cau¬ 
tioned that the area was too confined to 
avoid enemy casualties. Kissinger asked 
him, “What the hell are you talking 
about?” and Simons replied, “We’re go¬ 
ing in there to rescue prisoners, not to 
blow people’s heads off; but we’ve got to 
move fast and we’ll use whatever fire is 
necessary to get the job done. But any¬ 
body who gets in our way is going to be 
dead.”) 

But he also knew the value of restraint. 
Briefing his White Star teams just before 
they went to Laos, Simons told them, 
“You are going to lose your manhood. 
Some dumb sonovabitch from the jungle 
is going to tick you off. But you’re going 
to keep your mouth shut and take it.” 

“He was no apple-polisher, no politi¬ 
cian,” the Richmond News Leader said of 
him in a stirring Memorial Day editorial 
the week after he died. He was unimpress¬ 
ed by diplomatic niceties, bureaucratic 
rhetoric, and the fog of protocol. To Bull 
Simons, what counted was the man, hot 
his position. (When President Nixon call¬ 
ed him to the Oval Office a few days after 
the Son Tay raid for a few minutes of cor¬ 
dial chit chat before bemedaling him with 
the Distinguished Service Cross, Simons 
thought that was “very thoughtful of the 
President, but I wouldn’t call it a thought- 
provoking visit. In fact, it was kind of dull 
and uncomfortable.”) 

In many respects, he was the antithesis 
of the Army he loved, and his “style” 
described the kind of Army its soldiers 
wanted it to be, but found it wasn’t. 

Here was a soldier who in three wars 
had proved he would and could do any¬ 
thing for his country; whose 56-man raid 
into the heart of North Vietnam left the 
communists thunderstruck by the auda¬ 
city and precision of the raiders; whose 
blouse bore six rows of decorations and 
campaign ribbons, an array of para¬ 
chutist and combat infantryman badges, 
three distinguished unit citations and the 
shoulder tab of the revered World War II 
6th Ranger Battalion; whose raid into Son 
Tay was, as the Richmond News Leader's 
Memorial Day editorial summed up, “one 
of the noblest, most heartbreaking feats 
of American arms” — yet neither the 
Secretary of Defense nor the President of 
the United States could get the Army 
hierarchy to make him a general. As Ross 
Perot said of him, “Colonel Simons was a 
special man — he could lead, motivate 
and control a group of men better than 
any man I have ever known.” But the Ar¬ 
my would not make him a general. 

When I was writing the book of his raid 
into Son Tay, former Defense Secretary 
Melvin R. Laird called me one day and 
said, “Now listen, about your book. 
There’s one thing you’ve got to get across: 
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that raid was a disgrace . It was a disgrace , 
do you hear me?” I almost dropped my 
pencil in disbelief, but flipped open a 
notebook and asked, “Why?” 

“Because they didn’t promote that 
colonel!” Laird told me that he had tried 
personally to get the Army’s promotion 
board to pick Bull Simons for brigadier 
general. When Simons’ name failed to 
show up on the list of 80 colonels selected 
for promotion to general a few months 
after the Son Tay raid, Laird personally 
appealed to top General William C. West¬ 
moreland to exercise his prerogative as 
Army Chief of Staff and add Simons’ 
name to the list. Westmoreland told Laird 
it was “impossible” — and went on to 
“explain”: the Army had a rigid general 
officer selection system, it worked, the 
Chief of Staff shouldn’t overrule his own 
promotion board, not everyone could be¬ 
come a general, Bull Simons was a fine 
colonel but he hadn’t even been to one of 
the war colleges, just because he was an 
exceptional combat leader didn’t mean 
that he would make a good general, etc., 
etc., etc. Laird tried three times, and fail¬ 
ed; President Nixon personally interven¬ 
ed, and failed. The U.S. Army had 
become so ossified that not even its boss 
or its commander-in-chief could save it 
from shooting itself in the foot. 

So Bull Simons retired from the Army 
on July 7, 1971 — to reuse pigs for a living 
on a small farm in the swamps near Red 
Bay, Florida, 70 miles west of Eglin Air 
Force Base where he’d trained the Son 
Tay raiders. The pigs, he related with 
pride, are “the sweetest goddamn things 
you ever saw.” 

EPILOGUE 

He was never bitter: the Army, he 
thought, had been good to him and Bull 
Simons was grateful that his country had 
let him serve it. 

But the soldiers who came after him 
thought it ironic, and sad, that never once 
after his retirement was Arthur D. Simons 
invited to join the parade of retired Army 
“distinguished combat commanders” 
asked to lecture at its service schools, at 
West Point, the Special Warfare Center, 
the Command and General Staff College, 
or the Army War College. 

Bull Simons’ life was summed up in the 
irony surrounding his death. He died May 
20 at Baylor Hospital in Dallas, Texas, 
failing to recover from a heart attack in 
March and subsequent operation to re¬ 
move an aneurism. Ross Perot arranged 
for a memorial service honoring him in 
Dallas, with burial to be followed at the 
National Military Cemetery in Pensacola; 
near his home, his late wife Lucille, and 
his beloved pigs. The morning of that 
memorial service in Dallas, one of Bull’s 
best friends called me — sputtering, irate, 
incredulous. The United States Air Force, 
he told me, had managed to find a regula¬ 
tion that would not allow it to fly Bull’s 
body home, to take him to Pensacola in 
dignity, honored by the kind of pilots he 


had tried to rescue. 

Pentagon bureaucrats have always 
found a way to roll out the red carpet and 
special mission aircraft to fly administra¬ 
tion straphangers, Congressmen, jour¬ 
nalists, and the Jonestown massacre vic¬ 
tims wherever needed; but they couldn’t 
make one of those planes available for 
just a few hours for the last flight of a 
soldier who had unhestitatingly risked his 
life to free men he did not know from 
years of captivity. (Frank Borman of 
Eastern Airlines heard of the problem and 
provided a dedicated aircraft to take Bull 
Simons home in peace.) 

The man who summed it up best was re¬ 
tired Air Force Colonel Warner A. Brit¬ 
ton, the Air Force’s “Mr. Rescue,” the 
pilot who flew Bull Simons into Son Tay; 
he wrote me a few months after Bull’s 
death: 

“My wife and I attended the funeral at 
Pensacola and noted the apparent lack of 
interest on the part of the Defense Depart¬ 
ment. If not for Ross Perot, his family 
and employees, a few Army friends at Ft. 
Benning, about a dozen former POWs (no 
doubt rounded up by Perot), and Briga¬ 
dier General Don Blackburn, Bull’s fami¬ 
ly would have been very lonely. 

“Of course, the eulogies by a half 
dozen POWs and one of the two Perot 
men recovered from Iran were as beautiful 
as anything that could have been provided 
by the Pentagon. The ceremony was sim¬ 
ple — Bull would have liked that.” 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

SoF is proud and humble that Ben¬ 
jamin F. Schemmer took time out from 
the hot Washington weather and his work 
as editor of Armed Forces Journal to 
write the tribute to Bull Simons. He is uni¬ 
quely qualified tro do so. 

Schemmer certainly fits the classic de¬ 
scription of soldier/scholar. He graduated 
near the top of his class at West Point. He 
served active duty as an infantry officer, a 
Ranger, and parachutist. He has intimate 
knowledge of the Washington military 
and political scene. Schemmer spent five 
years at the Pentagon as an aerospace and 
military aircraft industry representative. 
He went on to become director in the Of¬ 
fice of the Secretary of Defense. In 1968 
he took over the Journal, the nation’s 
oldest and only independent magazine of 
defense affairs. 

In 1976 Schemmer’s book The Raid (see 
SOF review. Spring ’77) gave one of the 
few true accounts of Bull Simons’ mission 
into a North Vietnamese POW camp. The 
book is a unique combination of informa¬ 
tion and insight. 

Schemmer’s account of Bull Simons 
comes from his contact with the man and 
his behind-the-scenes knowledge ol 
military machinations. —S. Nielsen 

* 
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I GNORED on pedestals at the 
diminutive Albany, Ore., airport, are 
two old military relics, a Bomarc 
Cruise missile and a weathered old 
F-86 Sabre fighter plane. Both had served 
their country as America’s first line of 
defense, but are now discarded, aging 
relics. Their fate resembles that of 
America’s Vietnam veterans — once 
America’s first line of defense, but now 
cast out, a symbolism made more ap¬ 
propriate because Albany Airport is the 
location of a new company dedicated to 
recycling former military helicopter pilots 
into civilian helicopter jobs. The company 
also trains for unusual or hazardous situa¬ 
tions, but more 
about that later. 

In the mid- 
1970s, the various 
U.S. military ser¬ 
vices released tens 
of thousands of ex- 
perienced heli¬ 
copter pilots dur¬ 
ing the post-Viet¬ 
nam cutbacks. The 
U.S. Army alone 
discharged over 
30,000 chopper 
pilots. Thousands 
of pilots hit the 
market simultan¬ 
eously during a 
period of recession 
— also a result of 
the Vietnam War 
— and flooded it. 


servicing and supplying oil rigs in the 
North Sea & in the Arab states, flying the 
pipeline in Alaska, fighting forest fires in 
the U.S. and Canada, or delivering per¬ 
sonnel and equipment to other remote 
areas. 

It would seem to be a simple matter for 
an employer to send a person through 
chopper school and hire him upon com¬ 
pletion, but it is not that easy. A basic 
helicopter license costs upwards of $9,000 
while the insurance companies of most 
businesses require minimum flying times 
of around 1000-1500 hours. The ex- 
Vietnam chopper pilots frequently have 
much more than the required number of 
hours, with skills in 
hazardous flying 
that make them 
more aware than 
the average civilian 
pilot of the limits 
of their planes and 
their capabilities. 
Employers are be¬ 
ginning to search 
for those former 
chopper pilots now 
in other fields. 

But there is a 
hitch: many pilots 
have been out of 
the cockpit for 
several years and 
their skills need 
brushing up. As all 
pilots know, the 
“feel” is never 
lost, but some 


The vast majority were unable to find 
work in their specialty and were forced to 
take work in fields they were untrained or 
unsuited for, or they joined the unem¬ 
ployment ranks. Needless to say, the V.A. 
and the military did little to help these 
pilots, most of whom expected to stay in 
the military for a career. 

During the intervening years, the reces¬ 
sion cleared up, but jobs were still few and 
far between, and the supply of experienc¬ 
ed chopper pilots gradually dried up as 
most eventually accepted employment in 
non-flying fields. Now, years later, the 
supply of helicopter pilots cannot meet 
the market’s demands. Jobs are available 
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Visits Pilot Personnel International 

by Dana Drenkowski 
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practice rides are usually needed to bring 
it back. In addition, most military 
aviators need transition training to make 
them more suitable for civilian work. 
Review of civilian regulations and pro¬ 
cedures, frequently waived automatically 
in the military, as well as new procedures 
instituted since a man left service, must be 
learned. 

Vietnam vet establishes own 
employment agency to help and 
retrain former chopper pilots. 

A new company. Pilot Personnel Inter¬ 
national, Inc., has been formed to meet 
the needs of both the potential employer 
and former aviators. It functions as an 
employment agency, refresher flying 
training school, and military-civilian tran¬ 
sition agency. Pilot Personnel Interna¬ 
tional is the brainchild of Gene Peery, a 
Viet vet whose helicopter flying career 
completely encompasses the many years 
covered by PPI. Peery was in the 119th 
Assault Helicopter Company flying out of 
Pleiku in the late ’60s during the Vietnam 
war games. He picked up over 1200 com¬ 
bat flying hours, being shot down five 
times. 

After leaving the Army, Peery flew two 
years for a civilian company in Zambia 
and neighboring countries. He worked in 
Iran for an English company for several 
years, training Iranian helicopter pilots, 
then flew a stint in northern Canada. 
Upon his return to the U.S., Peery was by 
then aware of the problems aviators and 
employers faced in meeting one another’s 
needs. 

Peery spent the next two years setting 
up a personnel company that could serve 
both parties, giving ’Nam vets the neces¬ 


sary transition training while lining people 
up with jobs. Meeting the requirements of 
both FAA and VA regulations was a long, 
tedious but necessary process and now 
Peery has a small, successful company go¬ 
ing which offers services unique in its 
field. 

When SOF heard about his program, 
Editor/Publisher Bob Brown dispatched 
SOF Aviation Editor Dana Drenkowski 
— himself a Viet pilot vet — to check out 
the program. Drenkowski has been in¬ 
volved in high-risk flying operations in the 
past and was particularly interested in cer¬ 
tain aspects of training available at 
Albany. 

Albany Airport is situated in a wide, 
tranquil valley 70 miles due south of 
Portland, Oregon, next to Interstate 5. 
The countryside around glows in various 
shades of emerald green, like an Irish 
landscape. Timber, hay, alfalfa, and ber¬ 
ries make up the major crops in this 
sparsely populated region — an idyllic 
backdrop for flying. With hills, flatlands, 
ponds, lakes and streams everywhere, fly¬ 
ing conditions can be duplicated for jobs 
around the world. The low population 
density minimizes protests over noise or 
safety. Grazing milk cows and Hereford 
munch grass peacefully as familiar heli¬ 
copters fly by, the cattle oblivious to the 
instructor and student in each craft. 

Enjoying the scenery, this author could 
almost forget the amount of training be¬ 
ing done by this growing company. 

PPI’s approach begins with a canvass 
of prospective employers, finding out 
their projected manpower demands for 
the future and their requirements. For ex¬ 
ample, a company in Alaska may need a 
single man with over 1500 hours flying 
time, recent Bell 47 chopper time, sling- 
load-carrying experience, and the ability 


to withstand the physical and mental 
rigors of flying in Alaska. Above all, they 
want a man who has successfully transi¬ 
tioned from military to civilian flying. 

Peery keeps lists of former chopper 
pilots, as well as chopper pilots who are 
just now getting out of the service, and he 
goes through it trying to find the ideal per¬ 
son who is available for the job. Peery’s 
lists are made up of men who have con¬ 
tacted him looking for work — whose 
names he keeps on file. Ideally, he says, 
he would like to have the names of every 
chopper pilot who got out of service in the 
late ’60s and the ’70s. 

PPI gives refresher and 
specialized training courses. 

With a fairly firm commitment from 
the company for a job, Peery then con¬ 
tacts likely prospects. The pilot, if he ac¬ 
cepts, begins the training program at 
Albany, using veteran’s educational 
benefits to cover the costs of the whole 
program. Upon entry, PPI starts the pro¬ 
spect off with psychological profile testing 
to determine if the pilot will have pro¬ 
blems with the area of the world he will 
have to work in, or with the work itself. 
The pilot gets 20 hours of refresher and 
specialized training with emphasis on the 
type of aircraft and specific skills needed 
for the job in mind. Bell 47s are available 
for general training and PPI rents or 
leases other types for familiarization and 
specialty training. 

Peery himself participates in the flying 
training, along with a competent staff of 
instructor pilots. Professors from nearby 
Oregon State University provide area, to¬ 
pographical, weather, culture and history 
briefings. The latter two areas are par¬ 
ticularly important as aviation companies 



PPI president Gene Peery assists student Richard Houghton in preflight of Bell Jet Ranger. PPI provides pilots, training, or short-term contracts 
to companies not needing full-time pilots. 
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TOP: Bell 47 practices hover techniques. 

ABOVE: Student (left) and maintenance man prepare 
Bell 47 for flight. School owns two, other chopper 
types are leased, depending on equipment used by 
projected employer. 


and pilots have found — up to 60 percent 
of some fixed-wing and helicopter com¬ 
pany’s employees have resigned in the first 
year of work in overseas or remote areas 
due to what is commonly referred to as 
“culture shock”. 

SOF’s Drenkowski, who has recently 
participated in the Rhodesian conflict, 
asked for a typical culture/history brief¬ 
ing on Rhodesia. History forms both his 
scholastic background and his hobby, so 
he expected to yawn his way through an 
uninformative briefing, adding pertinent 
comments at the end. Instead, he found 
himself listening with rapt attention as a 
professor from Oregon State University 
conducted a highly informative discussion 
of Rhodesian tribal and colonial history, 


leading up to the present with explana¬ 
tions of how Rhodesia’s past contributed 
to its present situation and problems. The 
professor went into detail about the dif¬ 
ferences between the M’Shona and the 
M’Tabele tribes, how they comprise one 
or the other of the two guerrilla/terrorist 
factions under Robert Mugabe and Jos¬ 
hua Nkomo, and how they cannot seem to 
work together in a guerrilla environment. 
The professor’s assessment of the situa¬ 
tion was that a victory by the guerrillas 
would very likely plunge the country into 
civil war far more disastrous than what is 
happening now. The professor confirmed 
this author’s observation that the only 
working, multi-racial, multi-tribal 
organization existing today in Rhodesia- 


Typical job: an assignment to fly fish from tuna boats 
in Pacific. Note helicopter on bridge. Precision flying, 

Zimbabwe is the present government and 
Rhodesian army. As if to prove this, 

ZANU and ZAPU, the two terrorist 
groups comprising the Patriotic Front, 
have already clashed violently over tribal 
matters. 

Other classes are given to improve 
former military pilots’ abilities to com¬ 
municate, both in the initial interview 
phase of employment as well as during 
their careers. Work on image and aware¬ 
ness of oneself is emphasized in efforts to 
eliminate future adjustment problems, of 
particular interest to a person going to 
work in remote areas. 
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TOP: PPI Bell 47 in training flight near Albany, Oregon. 
If student’s job requires formation flying, it is practic¬ 
ed during training. ABOVE: Two PPI instructors 
prepare lesson plans for Viet vet transition training. 
RIGHT: Chopper interior: close but comfortable. 


skill are required to fly around small boats with large 
masts, guy wires, and antennae. 

And there is hands-on training of 
another sort. As Peery aptly puts it: “We 
have to get rid of what civilian employers 
see as a ‘prima donna’ attitude amongst 
most military pilots. In the military, when 
modification or minor work needs to be 
done on the equipment, you turned to one 
of dozens of maintenance personnel and 
left orders for it to be done before the next 
flight. On a civilian job, mechanics are 
few and far between. When your chopper 
needs fuel at a pipeline station in Alaska, 
the pilot is the guy who has to refuel his 
bird. If a sling for external-load work is 
required, you’re going to be the dude put¬ 


ting it on. You’re going to have to do your 
own minor repair work. A lot of former 
military pilots find that hard to accept.” 

Survival classes are given, emphasizing 
once again the particular area the pilot is 
to work in. This author, a big-bore hand- 
gunner and combat competition shooter, 
attended an Alaska survival briefing. He 
was especially interested in hearing recom¬ 
mendations on weaponry for survival in 
Alaska, whose law requires aviators to 
carry adequate firearms in their personal 
survival kits. 

Alaska-work veterans recom¬ 
mend big-bore handguns. 

Drenkowski carries a customized S&W 
.44 magnum Model 29 as his survival 


weapon on flying contracts. Therefore, he 
was pleased to hear all Alaska-work 
veterans who briefed the Alaska-bound 
pilots urge them to get a .41 or .44 
magnum sidearm to slow down or 
discourage the large bears which enorm¬ 
ously dislike aircraft invading their per¬ 
sonal areas. Each briefer pointed out that 
a pistol, if carried, must be a large-bore 
magnum capable of deeply penetrating a 
grizzly, brown, or polar bear, leaving a 
wide wound channel. 

Several veterans commented that a few 
misguided souls carried .357 magnums, 
but they considered those weapons mar¬ 
ginal. Most photos this author saw of heli¬ 
copters in Alaska showed a .44 magnum 
Ruger carbine on the rack behind the 
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pilot’s head. It was generally agreed, 
however, that the .44 magnum was more 
of a morale factor when facing a polar 
bear. 

Alaska-work veterans recounted several 
stories of large bears, aroused to anger by 
the noise and intrusion of hovering heli¬ 
copters in their territories, swatting or 
grabbing a skid while the chopper was in 
its most critical phase. Worse still were the 
stories of pilots watching a bear go after 
crews they had just put down in a remote 
area, making them feel like a grocery 
delivery service for bears. Hence the need 
for a hard-hitting, fast-handling carbine 
or pistol. 

“We have a reputation to build 
and maintain.” 

When PPI takes a pilot in for training 
with a commitment from a prospective 
employer, Peery is the first to state that 
the pilot is not guaranteed that particular 
job with that particular company. Re¬ 
quirements and conditions may change 
for the company — a chopper may be lost 
on the job; equipment is changed, creat¬ 
ing new requirements for pilots; or Peery 
may not want to send a particular pilot on 
a certain assignment. 

“We have a reputation to build and 
maintain. And we have to consider the 
best interests of both pilot and employer. 


If for any reason we feel a pilot cannot 
work in a particular job or area, we will 
not recommend him for that job. If the 
company cannot take him on for any rea¬ 
son, PPI will find another job more suited 
to his skill level or needs.” 

SOF watched this happen with one stu¬ 
dent. Negotiations had been under way 
before the pilot entered training to work 
in a particular field, but before he com¬ 
pleted training, the company’s insurer in¬ 
sisted on raising the company’s hourly fly¬ 
ing minimums. Before the student finish¬ 
ed the course, PPI had arranged for a 
fairly comfortable job flying construction 
equipment in a major U.S, resort city. 
Peery is proud of the fact that of 32 pilots 
he trained this year, all 32 were placed in 
jobs, with salaries ranging from 
$1500-$4000 per month. One pilot picked 
up $17,000 for three months’ work flying 
fish from tuna boats in the Pacific Ocean 
to plants in the U.S. 

“We were all tempted to close down the 
school for a few months and go fly that 
one ourselves,” Peery reminisced wistful¬ 
ly. 

“I want to be the ‘Red Adair’ 
of the helicopter business.” 

Speaking of the tuna boat operations, 
PPI offers training for any unique heli¬ 
copter operation. 


“I want to be the ‘Red Adair’ of the 
helicopter business,” Peery told SOF. “If 
a company has a special problem, we can 
think of a solution, design a training pro¬ 
gram for it, find the pilots, and train them 
to do the job, whether on a one-shot deal 
or on a long-term basis.” 

Flying around ships, off-shore drilling 
rigs, in the treacherous mountains of 
Alaska, or on hazardous personnel/ 
equipment deliveries or extractions, each 
brings special hazards requiring highly- 
trained, specialized pilots. 

“We also provide personnel on 
a part-time basis.” 

“In addition to men looking for full¬ 
time work, we have quite a few retired 
military chopper pilots in their early 40s 
and 50s who live off their pensions, but 
who want to keep their hands in flying, on 
a part-time basis. They have all the ex¬ 
perience in the world and are available for 
short-term jobs. This is particularly 
valuable to companies or organizations 
which want or need a pilot for one or two 
operations, but not on a full-time con¬ 
tract. Or sometimes a company’s pilot has 
reached his maximum allowable flying 
hours for the month or is sick and the 
company needs temporary flying help to 
pick up the slack. We do provide person¬ 
nel for such situations.” 



Rommel, with sand goggles across 
forehead, became a classic picture 
of The Desert Fox. The summit of 
his career was commanding the 
AFRIKA KORPS in the Libyan 
Desert. 



ERWIN ROMMEL 


... wrote a book in 1937 titled Infanterie Greift 
An (Infantry Attacks). A new limited edition 
(hard back) of Infantry Attacks (English Trans¬ 
lation) has just been printed and I invite you to 
take advantage of it. 

Field Marshall Erwin Rommel was the great 
German General of World War II who com¬ 
manded the famous AFRIKA KORPS. It was 
Rommel alone, who made the AFRIKA KORPS 
the legend it is today. 

Rommel directed the AFRIKA KORPS with 
such success that, according to the Gallup Poll 
even the British, up until November 1942, con¬ 
sidered him the “ablest commander produced by 
the war.” His repeated victories in desert opera¬ 
tions against a succession of British commanders 
caused him to become the most publicized Ger¬ 
man general. His book, which up to 1941 had 
sold only a few thousand copies, went through 
many editions in Germany. When our Army 
wanted to know what Rommel had written in 
1937, we found it difficult to lay our hands on 


Infanterie Greift An, although there were a few 
stray copies in this country. Through the kind¬ 
ness of the Columbia University Library', Colo¬ 
nel Gustave E. Kidde\ USMC, was able to make 
this translation for the Command & General 
Staff School. Most of the general tactical lessons 
taught by these combat narratives are valid 
today. The observations under which Rommel 
sums up his reactions to the various engagements 
are precisely the kind of counsel an American 
officer would give his troops and junior officers 
under similiar circumstances. 

With the memories of Rommel’s spectacular 
campaigns in North Africa still fresh in mind, 
present-day readers of Infantry Attacks will see 
many parallels between Rommel’s experiences 
and methods in use today. 

The price per book is $14.95. Just fill out the 
order coupon below, and enclose check or 
money order for the correct amount; Make 
check payable to “EUROPEAN LITERA¬ 
TURE LTD.” Allow 3 to 4 weeks for delivery. 


EUROPEAN 
LITERATURE LTD. 

Please send me_copies of 

Erwin Rommel’s book Infantry 
Attacks, (English Translation) 
hardback. I understand that if I 
am not completely satisfied I may 
return the book for a full refund. 
Enclosed is my check or money 
order for $14.95 per copy. Make 
check or money order payable 
to “EUROPEAN LITERATURE 
LTD.” Allow 3 to 4 weeks for 
delivery. 


P.O. Box 2583 LAUREL, MD. 20811 U.S.A. 

□ MONEY DCHECK $ A MOUNT ENCLOSED 
ORDER 

NAME__ 

ADDRESS____ 

CITY_ 

STATE_ZIP_ 
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All of PPI’s full program costs are pick¬ 
ed up by the G.I. Bill. Once through the 
program, PPI is a pilot’s permanent per¬ 
sonnel agency, handling his employment 
whenever he looks for a new job. The only 
exceptions to that offer are when the pilot 
is fired by his previous company for 
cause, or he has been found guilty of 
violating FAA flying regulations. The 
price includes refresher training, new 
specialty training, area studies, Federal 
Aviation Regulations courses, and the 
areas already mentioned. 

“Our main problem is finding 
enough pilots for available 
jobs.” 

PPI’s main problem, according to 
Peery, is finding enough pilots to fill the 
jobs available. It was a pleasant to hear 
that jobs for pilots are once again 
available. This writer found the courses to 
be professional, informative, and directed 
specifically to ex-military pilots. The pro¬ 
fessors from Oregon State University and 
the communications teacher all know 
their business. The flying training is very 
good, as is to be expected of instructors 
such as Gene Peery with strong back¬ 
grounds in aviation and training. For a 
small company, Peery has concentrated a 
lot of good talent under one roof. The 
program was flexible enough to apply 
itself to the singular problems of each in¬ 
dividual and his projected job. 

Veterans who want to get back into fly¬ 
ing can write Pilot Personnel Interna¬ 
tional, Inc., P.O. Box 653, Albany, 
Oregon, USA. Phone (503) 926-4999 for 
details. 



Regular or Wide width. Full sizes only-sizes 6 thru 
14. Specify sizes wanted. This Is ALL NEW merchan¬ 
dise! 


BLACK LEATHER COMBAT BOOT 

Conforms to U.S. Military Spec. MIL-B-43481. 
Regular or wide width. Full sizes only, sizes 7 thru 
12. This merchandise is ALL NEW! 

YOUR CHOICE—only$34,95per pair. 

For delivery in U.S.A. add $1.50 + 7% of order for 
post, and hand). Foreign orders, add $3.00 + 7% of 
order. Calif, res. add 6% sales tax. Payment must be 
in U.S. funds. Send 25« or stamped, self-addressed 
envelope for complete list of merchandise and price 
list. 

Please send your order, with cashiers check or 
money order only to: 

L. T. GRISAMORE ENTERRPRISES 

3869 Wayne Court, Dept. SF-3 
Rlvorslde, CA 92504 


MILITARY GRAPHICS 


P.O. Box 9671-T 

“Serving The Fighting Man 

Baltimore, Md. 21237 U.S.A. 

U' Around the Wor(d“ 

T-SHIRTS—$6.95 each 

SWEATSHIRTS—$9.95 

SHIRT COLORS-WHITE-BLUE-GREEN-TAN-QOLD SHIRTSIZES-SMALL-MEDtUM LARGE -X-LARGE 

Specify Shirt Type-Color-Size 

UNIT INSIGNIA 

Orders Outside U.S. & Canada Add 20% 

1. U.S. Army Special Forces 

11. U.S.N.-Seal Insignia 

21. Viet-Nam Abn. Wings 

2. U.S.M.C.-lstgnia 

12. Rhodesian Army 

22. U.S.M.C.-Drill Instructor 

3. British-Commando 

13. British S.A.S. 

23. 5th Special Forces Group 

4. U.S. Army Abn.- 



Master Wings 

14. French Foreign Legion 

24. 101st Air Assault 

5. U.S. Army Abn.* 



Senior Wings 

15. French Commando 

25. U.S. Arrhy E.O.D. Badge 

6. U.S. Army Abn.- 



Novice Wings 

16. British Para-Wings 

26. U.S.A. Ranger-Abn. 

7. 101st Abn. Insignia 

17. British Marines 

27. Special Forces-S.0. Group 

8. 82nd Abn. Insignia 

18. SS-Runes 

28. L.R.D.G.-British 

9. U.S.M.C. Recon-Wings 

19. SS-Deaths Head 

29. Rhodesian Selous Scouts 

10. Rhodesian Para-Regt. 

20. Black-Watch-British 

30. Special Forces-MIKE Force 

8x1- SCROLLED BORDERS 


PLACE FOR NAME-RANK-DATES SERVED 

$8.00 EACH 

AWARD CERTIFICATES 

3 for $15 

C- 1 U.S.M.C.-Force Recon 

C- 6 Special Forces Jungle Expert 

C-11 U.S. Abn-Senior 

C- 2 U.S. Special Forces 

C- 7 Guerrilla Warfare Instructor 

C-12 Special Forces Demolitions 

C- 3 U.S. Navy Seal 

C- 8 Special Forces Weapons Expert 

C-13 Rhodesian Para-Regt. 

C*4 U.S. Army Abn. Master 

C- 9 Rhodesian Security Force 

C-14 U.S.N. Seal-Weapons Expert 

C- 5 U.S. Army Ranger 

C-10 U.S.M.C. Weapons Expert 

C-15 5th Special Forces 

C-16 U.S.M.C. Rifle Expert 

C-17 U.S.M.C. Pistol Expert 

C-18U.S. Army H.A.L.0. 

ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS DELIVER — CHECK — M.O. — CHARGE — VISA—MASTER CHARGE 

Credit Card Orders — Include Card Number and Expiration Date 


CATALOGS AVAILABLE - $1.00 EACH 



MONEY BACK GUARANTEE—ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

Name_ 


Address 
City_ 


. State. 


P.O. Box 693, Dept. SF12 
Boulder, Colo. 80306 


A. 


D. 


B. 


E. 


C. 


F. 



POSTERS FROM 
PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 

Large top quality wall posters that show 
your true feelings. They are a must for men 
of adventure. Decorate your 
den, bedroom, workshop, or 
your friendly local store win¬ 
dow. 

ONLY 

C A A Add $1.00 

MS Postage 
■■ ^ and Handling 

Each Per Order 
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(—ONE MAN’S SOLUTION 

Custom Pistol & Holster for Vehicular Carry 

by Dana Drenkowski 


a pilot, SOF Aviation Editor Dana 
Drenkowski faces a problem many pilots 
and vehicle drivers have regarding secon¬ 
dary armament. A veteran of combat in 
eight nations and frequently involved in 
flying in remote areas where survival is a 
very real challenge (if forced down), he 
recognized the problem as a matter of life 
and death rather than theory and designed 
his own equipment . Editor /Publisher 
Robert K. Brown happened to see his gear 
one day and asked him to tell SOF readers 
about it. His reply follows.—The Editors. 

0->OMBAT experience left me un¬ 
satisfied with standard holsters and the 
usual issue sidearm — in the U.S. Air 
Force the S&W .38 Combat Masterpiece 
with 4-inch barrel. After some thought 
and experimentation, I designed the 
sidearm and rig pictured in this article. 

Caliber — the first considera¬ 
tion. 

I wanted a weapon capable of near rifle 
ranges, yet portable enough to be carried 
on the body, where heavy sling-supported 
weapons would be uncomfortable or, in 
an ejection-seat-equipped airplane, 
downright hazardous to the pilot. Fur¬ 
thermore, being a believer in the Cooper 
school of thought concerning big-bore 
handguns, I wanted a .44 or .45 caliber 
weapon. It would be both a survival and 
combat weapon, and had to be capable of 
handling light loads and shot loads for 
small game, medium loads for defense, 
and heavy loads for large game or long- 
range shots (in excess of 100 yards). I 
chose the .44 magnum round as being 
most capable of doing all I wanted in a 
survival/defense firearm. 

Some will question my choice of the big 
revolver over a .45 auto, which readers 
and friends have seen me use in combat 
competition and overseas on operations. I 
continue to use a .45 auto in situations in 
which I could expect to defend myself 

_ 



against multiple assailants, due both to its 
evidenced stopping power and its rapid 
reloading capabilities. When working on 
the ground in areas where action is likely, 
1 carry a rapid-firing, two-handed weapon 
as my primary piece — be it shotgun, 
assault rifle, or submachine gun. 

Expecting to engage multiple targets in 
an offensive capacity while on patrols or 


ambush, the .45 is an ideal back-up 
weapon for when my primary weapon is 
disabled, empty or otherwise unavailable. 
I can continue to engage multiple targets 
with my .45, even in an offensive capacity, 
with only some loss of effectiveness over 
my primary piece. This is not academic. 
Though I received only limited training 
from one of Jeff Cooper’s seminars in the 
recent past, I credit his training and my 
continued participation in combat pistol 
matches with the ease and confidence with 
which I transitioned from a primary 
weapon which had run dry to my .45 while 
in the midst of a shooting fray. 

LEFT: The Problem. Author wears standard 
equipment for F-4 missions over North 
Vietnam. Walther PPK in shoulder holster 
burled by survival vest, harness. Browning 
P-35 under left hand in cross-draw holster. 
Both in way of straps, uncomfortable. 
BELOW; The Solution. Author’s customiz¬ 
ed .44 magnum S&W in almost horizontal 
rig over abdomen. Weapon away from most 
equipment, yet accessible, comfortable. 
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As a pilot, my primary weapon 
is an airplane. 

However, when I am working as a pilot, 
my primary weapon is an airplane, and 
my main job is flying, not conducting my 
private rehearsal for World War III. If I 
have to leave my plane for any reason in a 
remote, hostile environment — whether 
“hostile” due to angry human inhabitants 
or to climate and topography — I enter a 
survival situation and am interested in 


for powder to burn and the weight helps 
absorb recoil and retards muzzle whip. 
For added shooter comfort, I had it 
Magna-Ported by those good folks in 
Michigan. The barrel work was done by 
one of the four best pistolsmiths in the in¬ 
termountain west, Sergeant Don Jandro, 
of the Jefferson County (Colo.) Sheriffs 
Department. His address: 1005 S. Benton 
St., Lakewood, CO 80226. Jandro also 
tuned up the action, leaving me with what 
observers and I consider the smoothest 


returning my warm young bod to more 
friendly regions. A weapon capable of 
bringing down a rabbit or tasty feathered 
critter with a shot load may be just what I 
need in one situation, while a weapon 
capable of discouraging hungry Kodiak 
bear, slobbering tigers or sharp-toothed 
leopards may be required in the next case. 

In the latter cases, a big-bore magnum 
with full-house loads is the only belt 
weapon I could carry that might slow 
down one of the larger animals, giving me 



Author’s 5-inch, Douglas bull barrelled S&W 
Model 29 with Pachmayr grips. 



Radically raked 
thumb-break holster 
was hand made from 
top quality leather. 
Note keeper to right 
of holster. 


a chance to impress it with my 400-meter- 
dash capabilities. In addition, previous 
work with .44 magnums has left me confi¬ 
dent in my ability to puncture a reason¬ 
ably sized target up to 250 meters away. 
Hence, my choice of the versatile .44 
magnum cartridge. With the cartridge 
chosen, the choice of weapon was fairly 
obvious: a S&W Model 29. A double¬ 
action was necessary for when quick sec¬ 
ond or third shots might be required, and 
to date only one good double action .44 is 
available: the Smith and Wesson. 

I had problems with the barrel length. 
The 8-3/8-inch barrel was too long, as was 
the 6 1 / 2 -inch model. But I had problems 
with the 4-inch barrel’s hefty barrel whip 
and with loss of some .44-magnum effec¬ 
tiveness, since some of the powder con¬ 
tinued to burn after the bullet left the 
shorter tube. 

I decided to cut off a Douglas .44 bull 
barrel blank to 5-3/8-inch length, then 
turn it down to under an inch in diameter 
to reduce its size and weight, until I had 
what I consider an ideal compromise be¬ 
tween weight, balance, and fatigue factors 
inherent in carrying a heavy gun. The ex¬ 
tra 1-3/8 inches provide additional room 


S&W action any of us has ever felt, bar 
none! Pachmayr rubber grips gave the 
weapon a better feel. 

The final step on the gun will be its 
finish, but I have yet to choose that, leav¬ 
ing it for now with a temporary blue job 
until when I can take it out of harness for 
a few weeks. 

I next turned to the problem of a 
holster. Working with FBI slant rigs, 
cross-draw and shoulder holsters, et al, I 
was satisfied with none. Rigs worn on the 
hip or under the armpit interfere with the 
various straps and harnesses used to tie 
myself into ejection seats. Weight, 
especially of a big-bore handgun, is 
fatiguing when carried on one side or 
another, and frequently leaves the wearer 
walking or standing with a perceptible list. 
I wanted something that would be com¬ 
fortable and immobile when worn for 
hours sitting down. It should also be com¬ 
fortable when walking for hours at a time, 
yet out of the way of swinging hands or 
equipment carried on the back or side. 

Quick access was also a major considera¬ 
tion. 

Studying the problem, I noted while 
traveling for long periods in airplanes that 


I frequently removed my weapon fron? 

whatever holster I had it in and jammed it 
in my waistband for comfort. When 
seated, it was almost horizontal, making 
for a comfortable carry while being very 
quick on the draw. It had the advantage 
of being accessible in a vehicle, of par¬ 
ticular interest when terrorist attack or hi¬ 
jackings are possibilities. 

I decided to adopt this center-of- 
abdomen position for a holster and took 
my ideas to Denver-area holster-maker 
Jerry Ashton for added ideas and manu¬ 
facture. Ashton is a custom leatherworker 
who specializes in custom rigs for knife 
and handgun. I had taken other ideas to 
him in the past and I currently carry my 
.45 auto in a field rig he designed and 
made for me. 

Ashton listened patiently to my descrip¬ 
tion, complete with almost incomprehen¬ 
sible hand gestures, demonstration of 
inside-the-waistband carrying position, 
desired angle, and came up with a 
friction-tight rig surpassing my re¬ 
quirements. Though the gun will stay in 
the holster for all IPSC rollover tests 
without a safety strap, he added a thumb- 
break snap for added security in the 
hopefully unlikely event my airplane and I 
must part company before I manage to 
land it somewhere (though I am a some¬ 
time sky-diver, my feelings about leaving 
a perfectly good airplane to test a nylon 
parachute are best described as mixed). 

The .44 is easy to carry in this position, 
distributing weight in the middle of the 
body instead of to one side or the other, 
can be worn with a backpack, is handy for 
plane or vehicle carry, yet comes out as 
fast as I can draw, when needed. 

The holster belt goes over my standard 
1 Vi-inch pants belt, usually fitting in the 
belt loops of my trousers. I also have three 
snap-restraining attachments to keep it 
over my pants belt if it will not Fit the 
loops of certain pants. Slide-on ammuni¬ 
tion loops can be added, although I prefer 
carrying up to a full box of ammo in an 
old bandolier thrown over my shoulder. 
Three speed loaders give me some quick 
reload capability and my personal weapon 
and belt are complete. 

For the reader interested in doing 
similar work, I have estimated the costs 
over the price of a .44 (See below). Add to 
this the cost of your favorite finish and 
you have a good pilot’s weapon. 

.44 MAGNUM 
CUSTOMIZING COSTS 

Bull barrel and action job 
(with barrel turned down 
to less than one inch): less than $200 


Magna-Port.$ 50 

Holster.$ 60 

Pachmayr grips. .$ 22 

V^y $332 
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SEMPER 

F1DEL1S 


by Bob Poos 


PA1U11S 

AND 
REVISITED 


JL HE ancient coal-fueled locomotive 
chuffed slowly through the southern 
swampland , pulling a short string of 
clanking, rattling cars. The Kid from 
Cleveland had a crap game going in the 
end of one car. The Candyman looked 
morose. He was homesick already. Dago 
and the Coal Miner stared, fascinated , out 
the open windows. Neither had ever been 
outside the state of Illinois and the moss- 
draped cypress trees were a thing of 
wonder. Someone passed a pint of gin. 
Someone else, unused either to gin or the 
moist heat, threw up out a train window. 
Sonie of the young men laughed and 
boasted of their toughness. Others sat 
silently, frightened', away from home for 
the first time. 

And suddenly it was all interrupted. 
The crap game, the thoughts, the chatter, 
by a bellow of surprising force from the 
old railway conductor who appeared to be 
as old as the train and who, up to then, 
had remained grimly silent. 

"Y’all listen up,” he roared. "Y’all 
better listen up if y’all know what’s good 


for you. Ah been takin’ people to this 
place since 1917. Y’all ain *t going to like it 
here but you ’ll like it less if you don’t pay 
attention. Straighten this car up. Throw 
them cigarette butts out the window. 
Hand me all them whiskey bottles. And 
keep your mouth shut. 

"This is Parris Island and y’all are gon¬ 
na meet your DIs soon. Too soon. ” 

That was the introduction of Platoon 
219 to Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Par¬ 
ris Island, S.C., on Sept. 13, 1948. 

No one from Platoon 219 remembered 
with clarity the next few hours. It was all a 
blur of screaming men dressed in knife- 
creased khaki uniforms and pith helmets. 
A miasma of heat, insects, sand, sunlight, 
running, the shock of a suddenly-shaven 
head. And more bellowing from sergeants 
and corporals. Much more. Sleep was a 
blissful release and it ended too soon. 
Because the next morning at 0455 it got 
worse. And worse. And worse. 

They don't bring Marine recruits to 
Parris Island on that rattly old train 
anymore — it was abandoned in the 
mid-1960s — they bring them to Charles¬ 
ton, S.C., by plane and then bus them to 
the island. And there have been a lot of 
other changes at PI since Platoon 219 was 
rudely and rapidly introduced to U.S. 
Marine Corps discipline in the Fall of 
1948. 

Some of the changes are unquestion¬ 
ably for the better. Some are not and 
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some are controversial among officers, 
DIs — and the Parris Island recruits 
themselves. 

Physical conditioning received by 
Marine recruits these days is not con¬ 
troversial. It's at least twice as tough as it 
was during the brief period of peace be¬ 
tween World War II and Korea. Some of 
the recruits who graduated in 219 could 
not have met the physical training re¬ 
quirements at PI today. 

However, the humiliation, the utter 
destruction of personality which used to 
be dealt out at Parris Island no longer ex¬ 
ists in the fashion it did back in the 1940s. 

^ HE Coal Miner committed the ab¬ 
solutely unpardonable sin. He locked his 
locker box with the key inside. Sudden 
death would be preferable to reporting 
this fact to Sergeant Davis. But report it, 
he must. He advanced to the DI’s quar¬ 
ters. 

"Sir. The private requests permission to 
speak to the Drill Instructor. ” 

"I can’t hear you, boy. ” 

"SIR, THE PRIVA TE.... ” 

At explanation’s end, Sgt. Davis ap¬ 
peared to be stricken with both grief and 
outrage. 

"Ah din’t think Ah haid eny shitbird 
in this platoon stupid enuf to lock his 
fucking key inside his locker box. So we’ll 
just let the rest of this platoon see what a 
shitbird they got among them. ” 

the sergeant produced an enormous 
brass ring containing duplicates of the 70 
odd keys possessed by Platoon 219’s re¬ 
cruits. 

Sgt. Davis put his face an inch from the 
Coal Miner’s and bawled: 

"Rat shoulder locker box, you Shitbird 
from Yemmassee. Look through the keys 
on this ring until you find your number 
and until you do find it you holler out, 
f Ah’m a shitbird from Yemmassee. I went 
and lost mah locker key. ’ And I wanta be 
able to HEAH you, boy. ” 

The Coal Miner proceeded to do just 
that and mid-way through the ring on the 
second time around, he found his key. By 
the time he did, he was hoarse, sweating 
and absolutely destroyed as a human be¬ 
ing. His comrades grinned, snickered and 
made some uncomplimentary comments, 
the first time they had been permitted to 
grin, snicker or speak without permission 
in the three weeks they had been Marine 
recruits at PI. 

Such things are what they do not do to 
recruits at PI anymore. 

Col. Frank Hart, commander of the 
Recruit Training Regiment at Parris Is¬ 
land; the son of a former Marine Corps 
general and himself a decorated veteran of 
Vietnam where he served as an “adviser” 
to the Vietnamese Marines during the 
war, explains why: 

“The young men we're getting at Parris 
Island today are simply a different breed 
of cat than we got 30, 20, 15, even 10 years 
ago. In some ways that makes our job 
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here more difficult and in some ways it 
makes it easier. 

‘‘The young men of Pit. 219 in 1948 
came here with much more parental dis¬ 
cipline than they generally do today. They 
had a much more well-developed sense of 
patriotism, duty and honor, if you will, 
than the bulk of recruits today. They got 
that at home and in school. But these 
young men now are coming from a dif¬ 
ferent society. There is far less discipline 
at home and in school now than then. 
And very few of our recruits have the 
faintest idea what the word patriotism 
means. 

“However, these men now are better 
educated than they used to be and they 
have more questioning minds. You must 
explain to them why discipline and train¬ 
ing are required. Once they understand 
that, they respond and respond well. 

“It just doesn’t work anymore to tear 
them down to ground zero and then re¬ 
build them. What we do now is issue them 
a challenge to live up to. And they enjoy 
meeting that challenge. We tell them, 
‘We’ll tell you how to get through this 
place, how to endure it. We’ll teach you 
how to do it. But we cannot do it for you. 
You have to do that.’ And most of them 
do.” 

Col. Hart’s face hardens. “And as for 
those that don’t, well, we have no room 
for them in the Marine Corps. Parris 
Island is a very easy place to get out of. 
About 15 percent get out.” 

Col. Hart’s DIs agree with him — up to 
a point. 

Said one: “We’d like to be able to sub¬ 
ject them to more stress than we are per¬ 
mitted to. We’re sending some kids out of 
the regiments that are simply unsatisfac¬ 
tory. But if they meet all the re¬ 
quirements, there’s not much you can do 
about it. They graduate. We do all we 
can, but I don’t think it’s enough.” 

DIs in 1948 were perfectionists. They 
still are. 

But today’s Marine recruit is physically 
fit when he goes to his first assignment. 
Recruits these days routinely run four to 
five miles each morning. Their first en¬ 
counter with bodily development, aside 
from running, is “The Circuit,” called by 
some “The Dirty Dozen,” a circular 
course of punishing exercises that includes 
weight lifting, leg lifts, chin-ups, and sit- 
ups. Each of the 12 points is reached by a 
wind sprint. 

Marine recruits still run the old World 
War II obstacle course negotiated by Pit. 
219’s recruits but it’s about the easiest 
physical challenge they have to meet. And 
they still take the bayonet course — an 
almost senseless pursuit in view of the fact 
that the Marine, like the soldier, is now 
armed with an M16 rather than real rifles 
like the Ml and M14. (Marine instructors 
call the M16 the “Mattel Toy.” Most of 
them, particularly range coaches, consider 
it virtually worthless). 

The most awesome challenge issued to 
recruits these day is the “Confidence 


Course.” It is no place for someone with 
acrophobia (fear of heights), because 
much of it involves climbing up 40- to 
45-foot-tall towers on cargo nets and then 
descending in one fashion or another. 

Particularly intriguing to this writer was 
the “Slide for Life,” which consists of a 
30-foot climb, negotiating a log about the 
size of a telephone pole, leaning out and 
grabbing hold of a rope anchored to the 
ground below at an angle. Below the rope 
is a pond, convenient for falling into when 
one loses his grip. 

Recently this writer observed a platoon 
encountering the “Confidence Course” 
for the first time. About one man in four 
found the “Slide for Life” too much to 
manage the first time out. It is not a sim¬ 
ple matter of descending hand-over-hand. 
Recruits must do a leg lift, get their ankles 
hooked around the rope, slide down one 
third of the way, drop their legs, reverse 
their grip, do another leg lift, slide down 
another third and repeat the process. 

One recruit was typical. He was a large 
black youth, powerfully built, with thick 
muscular legs, probably a football player. 
The legs proved too much for him on his 
first effort at reversing. He could not get 
them back up around the rope. So he just 
hung there. He probably could have hung 
there all year. But a DI, smothering a grin, 
bawled, “Awright, private, you’re hold¬ 
ing up the whole platoon. You yell 
‘Marine Corps’ and salute.” The private 
did and, of course, plummeted to the 
water below. Swimming and wading to 
the end, the dripping youngster crawled 
out, stood at attention and yelled: “Sir, 
the private requests permission to speak to 
the Drill Instructor.” 

“Speak up, private.” 


“Sir, could the private be permitted to 
try that again?” 

“Don’t you worry your head about 
that, private. You’ll get plenty more 
chances. Now move out to the next 
point.” 

The private muttered, “Well, l damn 
near made it,” and then sprinted off. 

Marine recruits also rappel down a 
46-foot tower now, something undreamed 
of in 1948. And, of course, there is the 
pugil stick. The Marines invented that and 
they still use it much more in recruit train¬ 
ing than the Army, according to a former 
Special Forces soldier, at any rate. 

Sgt. Larry Washington, 26, was putting 
some of his recruits through their final 
clash on the pugil-stick course recently 
and commented: “This is one of the best 
things we do here. You can’t bash ’em 

THE MARINE PHILOSOPHY 

Famous World War II newspaper 
correspondent Ernie Pyle is much 
more identified with the Army than the 
Marines, but after observing them in 
some Pacific fighting he described the 
Marine philosophy thus: 

“Marines have a cynical approach to 
war, they believe in three things: liber¬ 
ty, payday and that when two Marines 
are together in a Fight, one is being 
wasted. Being a minority group mili¬ 
tarily, they are proud and sensitive in 
their dealings with other military 
organizations. A Marine’s concept of a 
perfect battle is to have other Marines 
on the right and left flanks, Marine air¬ 
craft overhead and Marine artillery 
and naval gunfire backing them up.” 

—B.P. 
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TOP: Seven generations of Marines who 
have fought In five conflicts have marched 
under the shadow of Iron Mike com¬ 
memorating the Parris Island dead In WWI. 
TOP RIGHT: Honor graduates of Marine 
platoon receive Pfc warrants on graduation 
day wearing dress blues awarded top four 
men in platoon. RIGHT: Recruit grins as he 
scores a bultseye at PI rifle range. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Recruiting poster tells It just like it 
Is. BELOW: Recruit tries desperately not to 
plummet into water while negotiating Slide 
for Life obstacle on Confidence Course. 
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TOP: Di Pete Logue, a legend at PI for his excellence in 
turning out top platoons, lectures young recruits shortly 
before graduation day. LEFT: Recruit grimaces as he 
struggles with heavy bar bells on “Dirty Dozen” course. 
BELOW: Recruits battle it out with pugil sticks. 
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around like you used to be able to but you 
can sure as hell let ’em bash each other 
around. And they love it. It serves as a 
release valve to let them blow off all their 
frustrations. Look at ’em.” 

And, indeed, one brawny recruit from a 
platoon was taking on two others (they do 
both one-on-one and two-on-one). He 
vanquished both, much to the cheering 
delight of the buddies in his platoon, 
pitched the pugil stick aside, and raised 
his clenched hands in a victory gesture. 

S GT. Davis ignored the swirling clouds 
of cigarette smoke and the hubbub of 
beer-drinking noncoms around him in the 
DI’s slopchute and said to Cpl. Miles: 
“That clown running 221 thinks they're 
better than 219 . I bet him a keg of beer 
last night that 219 will be the Honor Pla¬ 
toon of this battalion. Best bunch of kids 
we had in a long tahm . We 're gonna make 
'em the Honor Platoon. ” 

Discipline , which had been fierce for 
four weeks in 219, became murderous. 
But the recruits could somehow sense that 
something was happening and they re¬ 
sponded. The Platoon somehow began to 
march a shade more smartly, count 
cadence more loudly, more in rhythm, 
and behave altogether a shade more 
squared-a way than the other training pla¬ 
toons. 

They do not have honor platoons at PI 
anymore. Recruits are formed into a train¬ 
ing series of four platoons, composing 
what is essentially a company but never¬ 
theless called a series. 

The training cycle is 10.3 weeks with 
about one week of “forming” days while 

PI HEADGEAR 

Perhaps the most obvious change at 
Parris Island from 1948 to 1979 is the 
headgear. 

In that older Corps — there’s no 
such thing as “The Old Corps” — 
recruits wore pith helmets and now¬ 
adays they sport “chrome domes/’ 
helmet liners painted silver, The goal is 
the same: keep the fierce Parris Island 
sun from cooking the privates’ brains. 

In this case, new is better. Pith 
helmets tended to turn a slight breeze 
into what sounded like a howling gale, 
making it difficult to hear commands. 
And DIs are not fond of having com¬ 
mands ignored. And the pith helmets 
could literally be a pain because DIs 
found them handy for punishment. A 
DI would snatch the helmet from an 
erring recruit’s head, reverse it and rap 
the miscreant on the top of his bald 
pate. And pith helmets were virtually 
impossible to fit into a seabag without 
being crushed flat. 

Chrome domes do not interfere with 
the hearing. DIs do not dare bash re¬ 
cruits over the head with them and they 
remain behind at Parris Island for fur¬ 
ther use.—B.P. 


a platoon series is assembled. The cycle is 
broken down into three phases. The first 
phase is three weeks of the most basic 
military training. The recruit learns that 
one must ask permission to speak to a 
“Real Marine,” particularly a DI. The 
recruit learns that the swiftest, most effi¬ 
cient way to get to chow is by marching — 
and he learns how to march, wear a uni¬ 
form properly, learns military courtesy, 
patriotism, American history — and 
learns that one must stand at attention 
without moving despite the fact that a 
sand flea is sinking its fangs in one’s inner 
ear. 

“Yes, sir. The private has had his din¬ 
ner.” 

“Well, private, that sand flea ain’t had 
his dinner yet and you’re disturbing him 
at it. Leave him alone, ya understand?” 

“Yes, sir. The private understands 
perfectly, sir.” 

Sand flea feeds on, undisturbed. 

Nearly the same words were roared at 
the Kid from Cleveland in 1948 and at 
Pvt. William Bartlett of Foster, Mass., 
who graduated from Parris Island this 
summer. 

The initial phase is followed by two 
weeks at the rifle range, which recruits 
Find today, just as they did in 1948, the 
very best part of Parris Island. Then re¬ 
cruits stand a week of Mess and Mainten¬ 
ance duty, which needs not be explained 
to anyone who has ever been an enlisted 
man in the Army or Marine Corps. It’s 
Fiercely hard work, but work performed 
under the supervision of someone other 
than the DI who, hard as he works at his 
job, scorns menial labor. It is a blessed 
week of relative relaxation from strict 
discipline for recruits. 

“Then,” says S. Sgt. Pete Logue, a 
two-year DI who recently extended for 
another year of this difficult duty and is 
almost a legend among his fellow DIs, 
“we put the polish on them and give them 
the real training.” 

The “real training” consists of a week 
living out in the boondocks at Elliot’s 
Beach, a place well remembered by every 
Marine who ever went through PI. During 
this week, recruits learn how to throw live 
hand grenades, practice squad tactics and 
crawl the inFiltration course, where they 
get their first taste of simulated combat 
with loud noises (quarter-pound blocks of 
TNT) hurting their eardrums and shower¬ 
ing them with clods of dirt and splotches 
of mud. And the infiltration course is 
much the same as it was in 1948, except 
that Marine recruits these days are not 
permitted the experience of hearing live 
rounds fired over their heads from fixed 
machine guns spraying bullets three feet 
overhead. 

That’s too bad because there is no bet¬ 
ter way to learn how to judge the distance 
of a bullet than by hearing one pass near¬ 
by. 

Marine spokesmen at PI give two 
reasons for this. Some say that Marine 


headquarters worries overmuch that a 
recruit might accidentally be pierced by 
one of those bullets. Others insist that it is 
simply a matter of economics, that the 
Marine Corps lacks the furtds to purchase 
enough ammunition to fire over the heads 
of the thousands of recruits that pass 
through Parris Island each year. 

“You can sure as hell let ’em 
bash each other around.” 

“We’re just broke,” said a Gunnery 
Sergeant. “Congress and the Department 
apparently like to keep us that way and up 
to now, the Marine Brass has been more 
interested in buying things like Phantom 
jets than they have in buying bullets. I 
hope Barrow means what he says about a 
‘return to the basics.’” 

(Gen. Robert Barrow was the Marines’ 
Comandant-designate when those words 
were spoken and after being so named, 
had said in a speech that, indeed, the 
Marine Corps would, under his com¬ 
mand, “return to the basics.” Since Bob 
Barrow was a company commander under 
Chestey Puller in the First Marine Rifle 
Regiment in Korea that probably means 
the Marines will, for the next four years at 
least, concentrate on being infantrymen. 

Chesty Puller was the most decorated 
Marine in the Corps’ history, with five 
Navy Crosses and several Purple Hearts 
among his 56 decorations. Puller spent his 
entire career, which ranged from Haiti to 
the Chosin Reservoir, in the infantry.) 

On the subject of realistic training, 
Herb Quiller, Sergeant Major of the Re¬ 
cruit Training Regiment, said: “I don’t 
know what the hell they expect of us. 
Every time we have a damned war, they 
want us to field a bunch of tough, trained 
Marines, like they’ve always read about, 
but they don’t want us to train ’em rough. 
Damn Congress and the bleeding hearts. 
Damn!” 

Training. Marines. The Rifle. When¬ 
ever one thinks of those things, which are 
synonomous, it always comes to the rifle. 
The Marines have been in love with the ri¬ 
fle since the first Marine discarded a 
smoothbore in the Revolution in favor of 
a longarm with lands and grooves in its 
barrel. 

Trouble is, the Marines don’t have a 
real rifle anymore. They’ve got the “Mat¬ 
tel Toy,” the flimsy, plastic stock .223 
caliber M16 whose bullet is sensitive to 
wind drift at ranges beyond 300 yards. 

Recruit range time is just two weeks 
now (it was three in 1948 and for many 
years after). But range coaches pretty 
much agree that two weeks is time enough 
for what they have to work with these 
days. 

Range Sgt. Maj. Hank Gulledge (he re¬ 
tired shortly after SOF’s visit) explains: 
“The philosophy of the M16 is all wrong. 
It’s a philosophy of area Fire and that goes 
against every concept that the Marine 
Corps has ever stood for. We’ve always 


50 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


NOVEMBER/7 


emphasized aimed fire and I think we still 
should. 

“Now I know that every old timer al¬ 
ways criticizes a new rifle. Hell, I broke in 
on an ’03 in 1942. It was accurate, but it 
kicked like a mule. Little guy like me, I 
had to crawl back to the line after firing 
three shots. Then we got the Ml Garand. I 
liked it immediately, ’cause I could shoot 
expert with it and not be beaten half to 
death. But the old timers squawked that 
we shouldn’t have a semiautomatic, that 
we’d waste too much ammunition. Well, 
we didn’t do too bad with it at places like 
Tarawa, Pelilu, and I wo, not to mention 
Korea. 

“Then along came the M14 and some 
people didn’t think we ought to have full- 
auto capability. 

“But for my money, the M14 rifle is the 
best combat rifle made. I hated to see it go 
and I’d like to see it come back. That 
‘Mattel Toy’ is OK for spraying treelines 
and bushes close up, but the Marines need 
a real rifle and I don’t care if it does have 
full automatic capability. Probably ought 
to. But we need a real rifle.” 

The Marines fire what seems to old 
timers an abbreviated course. It consists 
of five rounds, sitting, five kneeling, and 
five offhand at 200 yards, slowfire, and 
then 10 rounds rapid, sitting, in 60 seconds 
with a magazine change. From 300 yards, 
the recruits fire five rounds sitting slow 
fire and 10 rapid from the prone position. 
Years ago, the 300-yard fire was almost 
double that. The 500-yard fire remains the 
conventional 10 rounds prone with a 
10-minute time limit. 

If a recruit fails to qualify on record 
day, he will be permitted another chance 
later during training — an innovation that 
results in qualification for more than 95 
percent of the recruits. The only other 
weapon dealt with in recruit training is 
familiarization firing of the .45 service 
pistol. Another innovation is a walk¬ 
through course with pop-up targets. 

T HE Kid from Cleveland proved an ab¬ 
solute inspiration to his buddies in 219 — 
by trying to desert. After four weeks, he 
decided that a Marine's life was not for 
him. So, one night as the rest of the pla¬ 
toon snored, the Kid slipped out of his 
bunk and set out on foot for freedom. 
Trouble was, that Parris Island is just that 
— a tide-water island. The Kid was soon 
mired up to his waist in black muck. 
Hours later, MPs dragged him out, 
plastered with mud, raw with insect bites 
and frightened by the night sounds of rep¬ 
tiles, birds and animals he had never heard 
in Cleveland. 

Military justice was swift under the old 
Articles for the Regulation and Govern¬ 
ment of Naval Service on Rocks and 
Shoals as they were called. The Kid was in 
the PI brig within a matter of minutes. He 
returned to 219 three days later, a changed 
man. The Kid never told the others in 219 
what had happened to him in the brig, but 


he said forcefully: “Boys, don't never let 
yourself get into that place . You'll hate 
yourself, believe me. You'll just flat hate 
yourself. There is worse places than good 
old 219." 

This caused the others to redouble their 
efforts and served as a major contribution 
to Sgt. Davis' efforts at developing an 
Honor Platoon, which 219 did later be¬ 
come. 

They don’t send recruits to the brig at 
PI anymore. The new Uniform Code of 
Military Justice places limitations upon 
punishment available to small unit com¬ 
manders that did not exist under Rocks 
and Shoals. But recruits still try to 
“escape” from Parris Island. Now, 
they’re sent to a psychiatrist or 
psychologist who recommends to the DI 
whether they should be retrained or sent 
home. The DI does not have to accept 
these recommendations and has wide 
latitude in his decision. Sometimes a DI 
sees something in a youngster that not 
even the individual sees in himself. One 
recent recruit tried five times to flee Parris 
Island but the DI, exerting near super¬ 
human forbearance, kept him on. The 
recruit graduated from boot camp, a 
proud and happy young man. 


These DIs that seem to their recruits to 
be an even mix of God and Satan, ob¬ 
viously are dedicated noncoms who love 
their work despite its 18-hour days, and 
arduous physical requirements. They 
must perform every activity demanded of 
the recruits, only better, something Sgt. 
Davis, and Cpl. Miles did not have to do. 

They don’t get that way by accident. 
First, the Marines make a Corps-wide ef¬ 
fort at recruiting the best of its NCOs. 
They need not have an infantry Military 
Occupational Specialty, despite the fact 
that most of their work involves basic in¬ 
fantry training. Any MOS will serve. But 
they must be between 21 and 35 years of 
age, with an intelligence quotient of 90 or 
above (few are taken at the minimum 
score) and they must have an outstanding 
record in their unit. 

The Corps accepts personal volunteers 
and also punches buttons in its personnel 


computer at Headquarters Marine Corps 
just outside Washington, DC. The whirr¬ 
ing computer spits out names of such 
NCOs and efforts are made at recruiting 
them. Those who decline suffer no conse¬ 
quences, although few decline. 

Then they are brought to Parris Island. 
All DIs are trained at the PI Drill Instruc¬ 
tors’ School or at the other Marine 
Recruit Center at San Diego, California. 

“For my money, the M14 is the 
best combat rifle.” 

Capt. Mike Wills, a much-decorated 
Vietnam veteran, explains what kind of 
men come to his school and what they are 
taught there. 

“They must be emotionally and finan¬ 
cially stable, with an outstanding Corps 
record. They can have no personal hard¬ 
ships or problems that might keep their 
minds off their work and they must pass a 
rugged physical fitness test. 

“Before they get here, they are closely 
interviewed by their unit commanders and 
they get a stress interview here. They are 
screened by a psychiatrist. This would be 


a natural job for a born sadist and al¬ 
though DIs are frequently accused of be¬ 
ing just that, we can prove they are not. 

“The school lasts eight weeks and the 
future DIs are taught courses ranging 
from how to handle a ceremonial sword, 
something few of them have ever done 
before (veteran DIs call it the BFK, Big 
Fucking Knife), to the psychology of 
management. They are purposely subject¬ 
ed to more stress than they will ever be 
permitted to inflict upon a recruit, and 
they are run and exercised until they drop. 

“About 15 percent of them don’t make 
it and return to their units without pre¬ 
judice, which means they don’t get any 
bad fitness comments in their service 
records.” 

DI school did not exist when Sgt. Davis 
and Cpl. Miles were DIs. They learned by 
on-the-job training. The school was 
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established in 1956, shortly after the 
“Ribbon Creek” incident, one of the 
more tragic episodes in Parris Island 
history. A DI named S. Sgt. Matt Mc- 
Keon took a platoon of recruits on a night 
march in the boondocks, marching them 
through a tidal stream named Ribbon 
Creek. The platoon had been a sloppy 
one, which McKeon was trying to correct, 
and during the crossing, the men became 
separated from one another, confusion 
turned into chaos and six young men 
drowned. 

Sgt. McKeon was charged with viola¬ 
tion of the general order prohibiting 
possession of alcoholic beverages; oppres¬ 
sion of recruits by leading them into Rib¬ 
bon Creek; drinking alcoholic beverages 
in the presence of recruits — and man¬ 
slaughter. 

He was acquitted of manslaughter but 
convicted of the other charges, sentenced 
to nine months at hard labor, a bad con¬ 
duct discharge and a $270 fine. Later, a 
Navy Review Board reduced the sentence 
to three months, abolished the fine and 
bad conduct discharge and reduced him to 
the rank of private. McKeon served his 
time, returned to duty, first as a 
chaplain’s assistant and later to other 
duties at Marine Corps Air Station, 
Cherry Point, N.C. — where he later was 
named Base Marine of the Year — ulti¬ 
mately took his discharge and became a 
successful businessman, never again to be 
in the news. 

The DI School at Parris Island is 
located in the same building where 
McKean was courtmartialled — somehow 
both ironic and appropriate. 

It is awesome for a former Parris Island 
recruit to walk into the carpeted, softly lit 
office where tall, silvery-haired Maj. Gen. 
Joseph McLernan, Post Commander of 
Parris Island, sits behind a massive 
wooden desk. 

The general smiles when informed that 
the visiting writer was a recruit here in 
1948. 

“It was quite a bit different then, 
wasn’t it? I think I can explain how and 
why it was different. Back then — and for 
many years thereafter, for that matter — 
the practice at Parris Island was supervi¬ 
sion by leadership and direction only. 
Sometimes, I’m afraid, rather brutal lead¬ 
ership and direction. 

“We have changed that to participatory 
leadership, the DI’s actually doing every¬ 
thing that is expected of a recruit, thereby 
showing them that what is expected is not 
by any means impossible. 

“And, of course, we have eliminated 
brutality, or at least reduced it to the bare 
minimum. Whenever we hear of it, swift 
and stern measures are taken to correct it. 

“You must understand that youth, 
society, the country, have changed 
through the years. Practices that were 
formerly most successful simply will not 
work these days. Many people regret that 
fact, but it is a fact that we must live with 


here at Parris Island.” 

Told that a common complaint heard 
from DIs and other noncoms associated 
with them was that the DI is an over¬ 
supervised man with too many senior non- 
coms and officers breathing down his 
neck and being too visible to the recruits, 
Gen. McLernan said: 

“I believe I have an answer for that. 
Years ago they were under-supervised, 
with some tragic circumstances resulting. 
One thing is for certain, the supervision is 
here to stay. As for the visibility of senior 
noncoms and officers, I am all for that. In 
the old days, a recruit never laid eyes on 
them. When he got to a unit, he was un¬ 
certain how to behave around such peo¬ 
ple. Now he becomes somewhat ac¬ 
quainted with them and moves on to a 
unit with a more realistic understanding of 
how the Marine Corps is made up.” 

“What we do now is issue them 
a challenge to live up to.” 

Gen. McLernan added: “I believe that 
we are doing a good job here at Parris 
Island, considering the limitations impos¬ 
ed upon us. I think we are sending out re¬ 
cruits who are well trained in the basics of 
being a Marine. Whether we are right or 
not, of course, will be proven by only one 
thing. Another armed conflict. 

“And, of course, none of us wish for 
that. But should it come, I believe our 
Parris Island Marines will show the nation 
that they are the best fighting force in the 
world, just as they always have.” 

Gen. McLernan’s opinion is shared by a 
man who deals with recruits and DIs 
daily, and is well acquainted with the 
working-level realities of Parris Island. 
Master Gunnery Sgt. John Smedley, Big 
John Smedley, a former Parris Island 
recruit, Parris Island DI and now Senior 
DI in A Company, First Recruit Training 
Battalion. 

Big John Smedley’s vocabulary is as 
different from Gen. McLernan’s as they 
are different in appearance. Smedley is six 
feet, four inches tall, weighs some 240 
pounds, and none of it is fat. Smedley, 
despite his exalted noncom status, peels 
off a six-mile run every day, besides the 
running he does with recruits. He has a 
rugged, sun-creased, mahogany-colored 
face that makes Charles Bronson look like 
a pansy. 

Says Big John Smedley: “I didn’t 
believe in that brutality crap when I was a 
recruit here in the ’50s. I didn’t believe in 
it when I was a DI in 1961 and I don’t 
believe in it now. 

“Back then I was motivated by fear. 
When I was a junior DI we motivated the 
recruits with fear. Now they’re motivated 
by enthusiasm. They do it because they 
want to do it. And don’t forget that ‘IT’ is 
a hell of a lot tougher to do physically 
than it used to be. And they’re motivated 
by a competitive spirit — like out on the 


pugil-stick course. Now we teach ’em, 
don’t scare ’em. 

“And we’ve got a hell of a lot of work 
to do with the raw material we get. One 
thing that really pisses me off, is what the 
American family and the American 
schools are doing to their kids. They 
aren’t teaching them any discipline or any 
responsibility or any idea even of pa¬ 
triotism, duty to country, or whatever you 
want to call it. 

“We can do a lot here, but we have got 
to work with the raw material we get and 
if that’s bad, then we can’t do it all. We 
can’t accomplish miracles.” 

A general, a colonel, sergeants major, 
gunnery sergeants, DIs: they all have some 
comment on recruit training at Parris 
Island. Much of it, of course, is in the 
same vein with variations according to 
rank, experience and duties. How about 
the recruits themselves, the ultimate ob¬ 
ject of everyone from general to DI? 

The author interviewed a number of 
them ranging from first-day, shaven¬ 
headed, frightened, bewildered novitiates, 
to troopers-to-be at the rifle range 
(they’ve almost got it made), to some men 
from a graduating series of platoons 2016 
through 2018. 

Some of their comments: 

A first-day skinhead: “I’m scared to 
death. I’m going to keep my mouth shut. 
And I’m going to do my best to get out of 
here as a Marine. That’s what I joined up 
to do.” 

Pvt. William Bartlett of Foster, Mass., 
the day before qualification on the rifle 
range: “Sir, the private really likes it. I 
have gained 10 pounds. I don’t find the 
discipline too bad. The physical training is 
tough but not so tough you can't stand it. 
Of course, I had a better break than most. 
My brother came through here last year 
and he told me pretty much what to ex¬ 
pect.” 

Pvt. Bartlett prepared to advance to the 
500-yard line as his relay was notified it 
was its time to fire. “You know,” he grin¬ 
ned, “I won’t qualify today even if I fire a 
possible here. But I’m sure as hell going to 
tomorrow.” 

And these comments from men who 
were now Marines but had been recruits 
only minutes before — the graduates of 
Platoon 1018. 

Pvt. Chris Kahn, son of a physician, 
whose parents visited Parris Island that 
day of their son’s graduation from boot 
camp: “When I first got here, I wondered 
what I had gotten myself into. But I ad¬ 
justed pretty quickly and in three or four 
weeks I knew I was going to make it. Phy¬ 
sically it was a little easier than I expected. 
Some of the guys had a very different 
time, especially those who came from 
homes where their parents were per¬ 
missive.” 

His mother, a petite, attractive bru¬ 
nette, added, “Of course I don’t know ex¬ 
actly what the discipline is like here, but I 
can assure you it was strict at home.” Pvt. 
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Drill Instructor explains fine points of M16 
rifle action to recruit who is about mid-way 
through training. 


Kahn smiled and nodded. 

Pvt. Don Brown of Lincoln County, 
Ga., sipped at a Styrofoam coffee cup as 
he prepared to leave his recruit squad 
room for the last time on graduation day 
of 1018. “Pm sure glad this is over. It was 
really tough, although not as bad as I ex¬ 
pected. My dad went through here in 1953 
and I heard stories from him. I guess it 
was really tough then. And I heard stories 
from guys back home who came through 
here just a few years ago. I know now that 
those were just sea stories. 

“It was probably harder for me than 
most because I was the baby of the 
family.” His mother agreed. “That’s 
right. He was our pet and this is the first 
time anybody ever made him do anything 
he didn’t want to. It was really good for 
him and we are really, really proud of 
him.” 

The Dago said to the Coal Miner, 
Clevelandand the General (his father was 
an actual general officer in the U.S, Ar¬ 
my), “1 can’t believe it. We’re actually go¬ 
ing to get out of this fucking place. Going 
home for 10 days. Christ! This has been 
the longest 14 weeks of my life.” The 
others nodded and looked curiously at the 
General who was actually weeping. He 
very nearly had not made it — but 'the 
Coal Miner had carried his rifle and the 
Dago his pack the last half of their final 
forced march and the Muscleman had car¬ 
ried him for the last 500 yards of it. 

Sgt. Davis walked silently into the 
squad bay and someone bawled, 
ttf TOON, TEN-HUT.” The troops 
sprang to attention in front of their 
bunks. 

The sergeant carried a large box which 
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he shook . It rattled. “A wright, you peo¬ 
ple. These are your emblems. You get to 
keep ’em now. No more turning ’em in 
after weekend parade. Damn if I think 
you deserve ’em. Worst platoon I ever 
took through here. Don’t know how in 
hell you ever made Honor Platoon. ” 
Then he and Cpl. Miles began affixing the 
emblems onto the uniforms. 

Miles muttered to one: “This makes 
you a real Marine now. Make sure you 
don’t disgrace it. ’’And some of the men 
could have sworn that Davis’ thin lips 
were actually trying to break into a grin. A 
little later they were out on the Second 
Battalion parade ground and the colonel 
(first time they had ever laid eyes on him,) 
was pinning marksmanship medals on 
their chests. The Muscleman stood at at¬ 
tention even more rigidly than the rest of 
them because as Platoon Guide he bore 
the Guidon that denoted 219 as the Honor 
Platoon. 

Then, for the last time at Parris Island, 
the men in 219 heard the command, 
“Plah-toon dismissed. ” And they broke 
into a great roar of approval as they raced 
back to the barracks, a formless, chatter¬ 
ing mob. 

They didn’t see it but Davis and Miles 
really were grinning now and Davis said, 
“We’ll collect that beer tonight. Damn 
fine platoon. Damn fine bunch of kids . 
They’ll do OK. ” Miles agreed. 

Platoon 1018 and the other three pla¬ 
toons in its series behaved much the same. 
They were not an honor platoon. They 
don’t have that program at PI anymore 
but they do have Honor Men. The four 
privates who score highest overall in 
classwork and physical ability receive a 
merit promotion to PFC and win a set of 
Marine dress blues. The four highest 
marksmen also are promoted meritorious¬ 
ly but don’t get the blues. And these days 
it’s not just the colonel commanding the 
battalion who gives the little talk and 
hands out the awards. It is the general 
commanding Parris Island. Also now, 
there are many more parents, friends and 
other relatives visiting PI on graduation 
day, than 30 years ago. It is indeed a dif¬ 
ferent time and a different generation. 

IP LA TOON 219 had a sudden, unex¬ 
pected “reunification, ” a few years after 
graduation from boot camp in 1948. It 
was brought about by a man named Kim 
II Sung, the bloodthirsty communist dic¬ 
tator of North Korea. Many of the men 
were brought together in something called 
the First Marine Provisional Brigade after 
Gen. Douglas Mac Arthur sent a message 
reading, “Request immediate assignment 
Marine Regimental Combat Team and 
supporting Air Group for duty this com¬ 
mand (Far East )....” 

The men from 219 and those platoons 
that preceded and followed it were, as one 
observer remarked, “scattered from hell 

Continued on page 90 
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SOF STAFFERS TAKE 7TH AX1) 14TII PLACES IN CONTROVERSIAL 

1070 IPSC NATIONAL MATCHES 


by N.E. MacDougald 



DaWN broke brightly over craggy 
peaks July fourth as America’s best pis- 
toleros prepared for the 1979 nationals. 
Hours later, IPSC president Jeff Cooper 
barked a brief opening speech punctuated 
by a cannon’s roar. Thus opened the 
IPSC championship in the mountains of 
Park City, Utah. 

Pistolsmith Don Fisher, 2199 S. Kit- 
teredge Way, Aurora, Colorado, liked the 
IPSC nationals, on the whole. He built 
four guns that were shot at the nationals, 
including second place winner Ross 
Seifried’s. 

“Ignorant people squabbling 
constantly.” 

But one definition of IPSC, overheard 
from a Wisconsin lad, was “ignorant peo¬ 
ple squabbling constantly.” 

Even before the match began, there was 
a division between the “martial arts” 
shooters and the “gamesmen.” The mar¬ 
tial artists felt the course should have been 
off-limits to shooters until it opened of¬ 
ficially on Independence day. The games¬ 
men, however, were delighted to walk 
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through the four stages and rehearse their 
tactics. 

Cooper was aware of the division and 
responded: “The theory of a cold shoot is 
fine but in practice you can’t do it. There 
is only one way you can hold a cold- 
turkey match and that is to bring all the 
contestants into one holding tank and 
keep them there until the last person 
finishes shooting. And that is not feasible 
with a group larger than 25. I recall one 
cold shoot that I attended. Although I 
shot well, I didn’t enjoy it a damn bit at 
the time.” 

Later, Cooper shared his thoughts on 
the 1980 IPSC championships: “The big 
challenge with the 1980 nationals will be 
to test the very things we’ve tested here. 
Test them more fully, if possible more 
simply, and yet in a way distinctly dif¬ 
ferent than we’ve done here. In other 
words, the challenges should test the same 
j skills, but test them by a different set of 
parameters.” Prospective locale for next 
year’s match is Newport News, Virginia, 
sometime in the fall. 

Veteran combat shooter Ray Chapman, 
founder of the Chapman Academy of 


Practical Shooting, 609 East Broadway, 
Columbia, Missouri, offered his opinion 
of the 1979 nationals: “It’s really a tough 
match. Of course the best shooters in the 
country are supposed to be here. But there 
are several things that are just so hard to 
do that you must have luck to get through 
unscathed. The school exercises, for in¬ 
stance, have a phase where you have to 
shoot four shots in two seconds. Well, 
that is just too fast. You can’t shoot that 
fast under control, you have to go out of 
control. And I think everyone should stay 
under control. 

“They’re having a lot of trouble with 
the field reaction course. The turning 
targets are not working properly and 
they’re working one way for some 
shooters and another way for others. 
While it’s fun to shoot and it’s very prac¬ 
tical, it’s not very good for competition 
because each shooter doesn’t have an 
equal chance to shoot the same score.” 

Chapman’s academy offers basic, in¬ 
termediate, and advanced courses of in r 
struction ranging from $145 to $250. 

When asked what he would do if he 
were running the nationals, Chapman 
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replied, “I think I would make it a much 
more difficult shooting match in that you 
have to be a good shot to score highly. 
Make it a little bit less athletic, a little bit 
.more toward the practical shooting side.” 
Chapman also felt that ventilation in the 
darkhouse was insufficient and unfair to 
judges who had to spend hours down 
there. 

National championships throb with ten¬ 
sion from both participants and spec¬ 
tators and this year’s Park City match was 
no exception. From the onset, contestants 
revealed tension in various ways. Some 
joked continually, others griped about 
other shooters or about course idiosyn- 
cracies. Still others could be seen eating 
compulsively. 

Cooper was on hand a few days early to 
design the course of fire. On Tuesday, 3 
July 1979, the day before the champion¬ 
ship began, Cooper explained briefly the 
purpose and particulars of the nationals. 

“Our purpose is to decide the 
membership of the U.S. Na¬ 
tional team.” 

“The emphasis is roughly what it has 
been in the past, although every year we 
try to do it a little more efficiently. The 
purpose of the U.S. Nationals is to decide 
the membership on the U.S. National 
team. The top five shooters will comprise 
the team.” 

Renowned gunsmith Armand Swenson 
was on hand and saved one entrant from 
disqualification because of an accidental 
discharge. Harry Dexter, a Beverley Hills, 
Calif., policeman, was surprised when his 
.45 discharged during reloading. Dexter 
swore his finger was nowhere near the 
trigger. Swenson looked the pistol over 
and pronounced it mechanically sound. 
After Dexter insisted the gun was at fault, 
Swenson again field-stripped the weapon 
and found the rear sight screw was too 
long and touched lightly on the firing pin. 
Thus, when the slide slid home, the gun 
fired. Cooper saw the phenomenon, 
agreed, and let Dexter continue. Dexter’s 
smile said it all, as he trotted back to the 
course. 

“IPSC is more physically 
vigorous.” 

Another veteran combat shooter, win¬ 
ner of the Bianchi shoot on 3-5 May 1979, 
held at the Chapman Academy, was Ron 
Lerch. A native of Brooklyn, now living 
in Valencia, Calif., Lerch, 37, is an in¬ 
vestor. He won $1,500 cash and approx¬ 
imately $2,000 in merchandise at the Bian¬ 
chi Cup. 

Grinned Lerch, “The Bianchi match at¬ 
tracts shooters from other shooting dis¬ 
ciplines like bullseye and PPC. Because 
the IPSC program is more physically vig¬ 
orous, more people with physical hin¬ 
drances are attracted to the Bianchi 
Cup.” 


THE 


a “SHOOTING 

/tS Mickey Fowler will freely 
acknowledge, he didn’t really win the 
1979 IPSC National shoot at Park 
City, Utah. The “Shooting Machine” 
did. The “Shooting Machine” is the 
180-member pistol club near En- 
sanada, Calif., to which Fowler be¬ 
longs. Much more is going to be heard 
from and about this collection of 
super-shooters. 

Not that Fowler, 32, is any slouch 
with a Colt .45 pistol in his hand. He 
took this year’s Nationals with a score 
of 342.660, defeating last year’s 
champ, Ross Siefert of Colorado. 

But as Fowler, who is 6-1, weighs 
170 and sports a mop of blonde hair 
and neatly trimmed moustache, ex¬ 
plains it: “It’s really the club and par¬ 
ticularly my shooting coach, Mike 
Dalton. Mike’s a two-time winner of 
the Southwest Pistol League cham¬ 
pionship and that’s as tough a match 
as you’ll want to shoot in. Mike could 
have won this match just as easily as I 
and it wouldn’t have bothered me if he 
had.” 

Dalton, standing nearby, agreed: 
“We operate on a team concept and 
we all work together, helping each 
other.” 

Fowler, a self-employed manufac¬ 
turer, said, “Our club is serious about 
shooting and we constantly work at it. 
Fourteen of the top shooters in the 
club get together each weekend and 
work out. We literally go into training 
on weekends, physically and mentally. 
And we work on fundamentals. Con¬ 
stantly on fundamentals. 

“What is the most important thing 
about shooting, you ask? No problem 
in answering that question. The thing 
that makes everything else about 
shooting pale into insignificance is trig¬ 
ger control. All the fundamentals are 
important, of course, but proper con¬ 
trol of that trigger is the most impor¬ 
tant of all.” 

The other members of the 
“Shooting Machine” agree with him 
on that and their record at Park City 
would indicate they’re right. Men from 
the “Machine” won every single event 
at the match and six of the 16 finalists 
were from the club. (Fowler won the 
Obstacle Course and the Practical Ex¬ 
ercise.) 

Fowler is a well-conditioned and co¬ 
ordinated athlete. Before entering 
combat shooting as his chief form of 
recreation, he drove Formula 5,000 
road race cars and used to do a great 
deal of flat track motorcycle racing. 

The 1979 champion has only been 
shooting for 2Vi years and started 
combat shooting, “When I just hap¬ 
pened to be out at the range one day 
and saw how much more fun it was 


MACHINE” 

than either bull’s-eye or police 
shooting.” 

Fowler has owned and fired rifles 
and handguns all his life — “My dad 
gave me a .357 mag when I was just a 
little kid” — but he had never been 
serious about shooting until he got into 
the “Shooting Machine.” 

“I shoot a Hoag-built .45 Colt — I 
think Hoag’s the best gunsmith going. 
People disagree with that, but it’s my 
opinion. I do my own handloading and 
use Hinsley-Gibbs No. 68 200-grain 
semi-wadcutter bullets powered by six 
grains of No. 231 Winchester-Western 
powder. My rig is a Gordon Davis 
crossdraw.” 

SOF observed that few shooters in 
this match had used a crossdraw and 
Fowler observed: “I like it because it 
gives me more control. I like the gun in 
front of me — the way I carry it, the 
piece is very nearly in my peripheral vi¬ 
sion.” 

Fowler, who has fired in two other 
major IPSC style matches — Bianchi 
and Larami — says of the sport: “I’d 
like to see it develop into a paying pro¬ 
position. This is an expensive sport 
and, ideally, it should be at least self- 
sustaining. I know it’ll never pay off 
like professional golf or tennis, but I 
think it would be nice if you could at 
least buy your own guns, ammo, rigs 
and pay for your travel expenses out of 
winnings. 

“To accomplish that, it’ll take pro¬ 
motion and that’s why I’m happy to 
see guys like you [SOF reporter] here. 
Too bad there weren’t more of them. I 
think someone from the Rifleman 
[publication of the National Rifle 
Association.] should have "been here. I 
know they don’t sponsor or sanction 
this kind of shoot but, still, you’d 
think they would have enough interest 
in shooting to show up at a national 
championship.” 

Two questions: How do you think 
you’ll do in South Africa? And will 
you be going to the next National at 
Newport News, Va., next year? 

“The answer to your first question 
is, I think I’ll do real well over there. I 
know they are good shooters but I’ll be 
in good physical shape. I plan to do a 
lot of running and weight lifting bet¬ 
ween now and then. And, of course, 
I’ll be out there on the Shooting 
Machine range working on those fun¬ 
damentals. I wouldn’t miss next year’s 
nationals for the world.” 

And one suspects that 32-year-old 
Larry Michael Fowler of Chatsworth, 
Calif., will indeed do very well in 
South Africa of which he says, “I’m 
really looking forward to that trip. I’ve 
wanted to go there all my life.” —B.P. 
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When asked about the IPSC national 
match, Lerch commented: “The ’79 IPSC 
course is difficult; the school exercises are 
shot under tight time limits. The obstacle 
course is one where you have to be very 
much in control of yourself. Otherwise it 
is easy to get hurt. The field reaction 
course is better suited to a 9mm weapon, 
namely a Browning, because reloading 
with a .45 on this particular course eats up 
time. A 9mm also has an advantage on the 
obstacle course. If I could change any¬ 
thing it would be the obstacle course. Pd 
make it a simpler shoot.” 

After the nationals were over, however, 
Lerch told a different story: “This whole 
contest was like a sandlot baseball game 
... very unprofessional .,. very un¬ 
fair_This is the last one I’ll come to.” 

Lerch left before the awards ceremony on 
Saturday night, 7 July 1979. 

Among this year’s inconsistencies were 
rules regarding the “Rhodesian wall” ob¬ 
stacle (see photo page 57). One of the ob¬ 
jects of the exercise is that the shooter lean 
left and lean right, using a rope in the 
middle for balance, thus shooting with 
strong and weak hands. Some con¬ 
testants, however, instead crossed their 
arms and continued to shoot with their 
strong hand. This was awkward and 
counter to common sense because the 
shooter exposed more of his or her body 
to theoretical hostile fire. 

Other rules were bent. The definition of 
major and minor caliber was made clear 
and simple. Anyone having any doubts 
about handloads had two choices: over¬ 
load to be on the safe side, or use factory 
ammo. But at least two shooters took a 
chance. The ironic part is they were damn 
fine shots. Dick Thomas and Raul 
Walters, both of Columbia, Mo., found 
their handloads underpowered. Both left 
quietly before the match ended. 

Another area of controversy was the 
use of mechanical devices to run targets. 
To simulate combat, targets must move. 
Static targets simply are not realistic. Thus 
the dilemma: either simulate reality and 
put up with mechanical malfunctions or 
play it safe with static targets and com¬ 
plain about the lack of reality. IPSC chose 
the former, and drew some flak for it. 
Grumblings got louder and louder about 
the field reaction course. Seems some 
targets turned when they wanted to, fru¬ 
strating both participants and the inventor 
of the Duelatron system, John Farnum. 
Things got so bad by Friday that Cooper 
considered eliminating all scores fired on 
the reaction course. 

To complicate matters, other shooters 
pointed out that the moving target on the 
obstacle course was likewise capricious. 
Sometimes it was smooth, sometimes 
jerky, sometimes fast, sometimes slow. If 
Cooper wanted to eliminate the field reac- 
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ABOVE: Managing 
Editor Bob Poos 
presents Mickey 
Fowler with SOF 
trophy for 1979 
overall winner as 
IPSC officials look 
on. RIGHT: Top five 
U.S. National IPSC 
shooters who will go 
to South Africa are 
from left SOF staffer 
Chuck Taylor, Jerry 
Usher, Tom Camp¬ 
bell, Ross Seyfrled 
and top shooter 
Mickey Fowler 


CHAMPIONSHIP CLASS 




Stage 

Stage 

Stage 

Stage 

Shoot 


Rank 


1 

2 

3 

4 

Off 

Total 

1 

Mickey Fowler 

81.000 

65.000 

83.160 

73.500 

40 

342.660 

2 

Ross Seyfried 

79.875 

73.000 

50.688 

86.000 

50 

339.563 

3 

Craig Gifford 

61.500 

76.000 

77.418 

84.000 

30 

328.918 

4 

Thomas E. Campbell 63.750 

70.000 

73.662 

86.000 

35 

328.412 

5 

Leonard Knight 

72.000 

76.000 

78.546 

76.500 

10 

313.046 

6 

Ray Chapman 

73.500 

59.000 

78.618 

81.500 

15 

307.618 

7 

Chuck Taylor 

72.750 

72.000 

51.024 

86.500 

25 

307.274 

8 

Ron Sharp 

66.750 

69.000 

57.636 

80.000 

25 

293.386 

9 

Jerry Usher 

74.250 

74.000 

58.098 

83.500 

— 

289.848 

10 

Mike Fichman 

73.125 

67.000 

67.788 

79.500 

— 

287.413 

11 

Michael Horne 

66.375 

67.000 

67.272 

82.500 

— 

283.147 

12 

Mike Dalton 

75.375 

64.000 

54.882 

88.500 

— 

282.757 

13 

Jim Scordato 

75.750 

69.000 

61.014 

76.000 


281.764 

14 

Ken Hackathorn 

71.250 

64.000 

63.012 

77.500 


275.762 

15 

Steve Blankenbiller 

66.750 

70.000 

54.204 

84.000 


274.954 

16 

John Shaw 

77.250 

45.000 

69.912 

82.500 


274.662 

17 

Ray Neal 

67.125 

56.000 

67.176 

82.500 


272.801 

18 

Ronald Lerch 

76.500 

68.000 

50.520 

73.500 


268.520 


tion scores, argued a vocal minority, then 
let him toss out the obstacle course scores 
also. And there was the rub: if both sets of 
scores were thrown out, half the match 
was void and what was left? A legitimate 
argument and a very real problem. 

During a general membership meeting 
on Friday night, 6 July, Cooper sensed the 
dispute over mechanical devices and in¬ 
stead of ruling one way or the other, put 
the question to a vote. After a heated 
discussion, those present voted almost 
unanimously to keep all four scores of the 
shoot. The fact that everyone had his say 
precluded a confrontation. 

“You try to keep it simple and 
you try to make it fair.” 


Cooper declared that a major shooting 
event should be a cross-section of the 
skills necessary in general pistolcraft and 
that since it was clearly impossible to 
cover everything, “What we try to do is 
test as many skills as we can, yet make the 
course administratively possible.” A 
totally comprehensive course, he said, 
would allow too few people to run it 
because of too great intricacies. “So you 
try to keep it simple and you try to make it 
fair. 

“Any sort of surprise contest has to 
have a certain amount of chance in it 
because the more that people shoot it, the 
more word gets back to those who have 
not; that the way to shoot stage two, for 
example, is not to reload until X point or 
Y point, and the word gets around.” 
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OTHER TOP SCORES 

TOP POLICE OFFICER 
Dennis Tueller, Salt Lake City Police 
TOP POLICE OFFICER 
USING DUTY EQUIPMENT 
A1 Allen, Park City Police 
TOP FEMALE SHOOTER 
Marilyn Stanford 
TOP REVOLVER SHOOTER 
Mike Henry 

MIDDLEMAN AWARD 
(Median Score) 

William Simpson 


STAGE 1: 

1 Mickey Fowler 

2 Ross Seyfried 

3 John Shaw 

School 

Exercises 

81.000 

79.875 

77.250 

STAGE II: 

Field 

Reaction 

Course 

1 Craig Gifford 

76.000 

2 Leonard Knight 

76.000 

3 Jerry Usher 

74.000 

STAGE in: 

Obstacle 

Course 

1 Mickey Fowler 

83.160 

2 Ray Chapman 

78.618 

3 Leonard Knight 

78.546 

STAGE IV: 

Dark 

House 

1 Mike Dalton 

88.500 

2 Chuck Taylor 

86.500 

3 Ross Seyfried 

86,000 


1979 UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA PRACTICAL 
PISTOL TEAM 


FIRST TEAM 

Ross Seyfried, Mickey Fowler, 
Thomas E. Campbell, Jerry. Usher, 
Chuck Taylor. 

SECOND TEAM 

Steve Blankenbiller, John Shaw, 
Leonard Knight, Ronald Lerch, Ray 
Neal. 


i 



LEFT: A member of the “Shooting 

Machine,” the California club whose 
members won every single event at the 
IPSC Nationals and member Mickey Fowler 
won the match itself, swings from a rope 
and fires with weak hand on “Rhodesian 
Wall” obstacle. ABOVE: Shooter at IPSC 
National match fires the “Major and Minor” 
pendulum problem on the combat course. 



RIGHT: SOF Managing Editor Bob Poos 
(right) discuss pistols (what else) during 
the 1979 IPSC National Championships 
held at Park City, Utah. BELOW: SOF staf¬ 
fer Ken Hackathorn stands easy between 
relays at the IPSC National match. 
Hackathorn took 14th place, being one of 
two SOF men in the top 16, the other being 
Chuck Taylor, fifth. 


The man who shoots it cold, he went 
on, shoots the best he knows how. Conse¬ 
quently, a man having more experience 
than 40 or 50 other shooters “has a cer¬ 
tain edge. So what you want to do is rig a 
course where that (knowledge) isn’t any 
more of an edge than necessary.” 

He declared IPSC had originally plan¬ 
ned Five stages, which were cut back to 
four because of time and having to run 
nearly 200 shooters through them. The 
first stage was school exercises (basics). 

“The rest of the course,” Cooper said, 
“depends largely on what you have avail¬ 
able. We were fortunate here in having a 
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basement that could be darkened. Many 
pistol confrontations take place at night 
or in dim light; therefore, a man who can 
use a pistol skillfully should be able to use 
it in the dark. 

“The scramble section has 
become a challenge.” 

“The scramble section, or obstacle 
course,” he said, “has come to be 
something of a general challenge. It’s bas¬ 
ed on the notion that one does not stand 
firm, in complete command of his nerves 
and wind when the flag flies. We can 


assume that the real thing is helter-skelter, 
conducted under extreme stress. So here 
we stress the shooter, run him against his 
own best time and put him in odd, uncom¬ 
fortable positions and ask him to hit as 
well as he can under the circumstances.” 

The last stage used disappearing targets. 
Cooper said, “While in the service, I 
became acquainted with pop-up targets, 
but they serve to alert the shooter by their 
movement — the movement catches your 
eye.” 

He described walking along a golf 
course with standing targets among bush¬ 
es or in the shade, declaring, “Your eye, 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 57 












SPECIAL FORCES*RANGER- 
UDT*SEAL*HAND TO HAND 
COMBAT* SPECIAL WEAPONS* 
SPECIAL TACTICS SERIES 

The most effective system of hand 
to hand combat in the world. 


AUTHORED BY: 

Michael D. Echanis 



VOLUME #1 KNIFE SELF 
DEFENSE FOR COMBAT 

Over 350 easy to follow step by step 
clear and uncluttered photos. 

PRICE: S 4.95 




VOLUME #2 KNIFE 
FIGHTING/KNIFE THROWING 
FOR COMBAT 

Over 800 easy to follow clear and sim¬ 
ple photos. 

PRICE: S 7.95 



VOLUME #3 BASIC STICK 
FIGHTING FOR COMBAT 

The latest in the Echanis series, hun¬ 
dreds of photos show the deadly art of 
stick fighting from police-type baton to 
the walking cane. 

PRICE: S 6.95 

Plus $1.00 Postage and Handling 
MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

ALLOW 2-4 WEEKS 
DELIVERY TIME 

VISA 

Mastercharge 


P.O. Box 683, Dept. SF-16 
Boulder, Colo. 80306 



unless it’s a very trained eye, won’t pick 
them up. But once they pop out of the 
ground, you can’t miss them. Not much 
of a challenge.” 

He felt a better target was one that was 
there at the start but then, after a given 
period, vanished. When John Farnum of¬ 
fered his turning targets, “We said, 
‘okay, let’s do it like this: let’s start that 
course in the bushes with all targets expos¬ 
ed and then at a predetermined interval 
we’ll start pulling [turningl them, so that 
if you don’t get them in time, they’re gone 
and you can’t shoot at them anymore. 
This became our field reaction course.’ 

“The entire match can hang on 
one shot.” 

“Those are the four qualifying 
sessions,” Cooper said. “On Saturday 
morning, we go man-against-man; we’ll 
take the top 16 scorers and pit them 
against each other for the overall title. 
That’s where the real pressure starts. Two 
contestants face dovvnrange. Each has an 
identical problem: two targets to hit, then 
hit a gong that stops the clock. We start 
off with the best two out of three. Then, 
as it gets harder toward the end, we go to 
the best three, then the best four; finally, 
you must have five points to defeat your 
opposition. If you get to the point that 
each man has four points, then the entire 
match hangs on one shot.” 

Pistolero Leonard Knight, 47, a heavy 
equipment operator from Apple Valley, 
California, had one of the best scores on 
the obstacle course. 

Another complaint from one segment 
of shooters was that it was unfair to allow 
the results of a 16-man shootoff to deter¬ 
mine the winner of the entire match. 

Shooter Jerry Usher, 43, of Richmond, 
Indiana, is now a manager of a security 
firm. Usher is an ex-cop from Indio, 
California, who competed in the 1977 
world championships in Rhodesia. He 
placed fifth in the 1977 U.S. nationals and 
eighth worldwide. In the 1979 nationals, 
he placed ninth. 

* 



KILL OR GET KILLED 

BY 

COL. REX APPLEGATE 

“The classic po¬ 
lice training text 
on dose combat 
shooting and riot 
control.“ 

CLOTHBOUND .$15.95 


Mercenary's Man. I 7.95, II 7,95.. .How To Kill l t II 
5.00 ea.. .Anarchist Cookbook 8.95.. .Sniping, 
U.S.M.C. Man. 6.95... Firearms Silencers 
6.00.. .CIA Explosives for Sabotage 5.95 add 10% 
for postage Calif. 6% tax Book List 1.00 LOS 
ANGELES area, see before you buy. We stock 
S.O.F., ATLAN, PALADIN, DESERT HALE, and 
many others. 


the LARDER, Dept. SF 
11108 MAGNOLIA BLVD,, NORTH HOLLYWOOD 
CALIFORNIA 91601 (213) 763-0804 

BolA VISA MASTERCHARGE 


SHE CAN SHOOT 

SuSAN Yorty is slim, blonde, pret¬ 
ty, blue-eyed and graceful. And she 
can handle a .45 Colt semi-automatic 
pistol well enough to qualify for this 
year’s IPSC National Championships 
at Park City, Utah. 

This year’s IPSC championship 
showed a turnout of six women shoot¬ 
ers, more females than had ever shot in 
that level of competition before. 

Sue Yorty, 35, wasn’t the top wom¬ 
an shooter this year — that honor went 
to Marilyn Stanford. But the little 
(five-foot, 95-lb.) blonde from Kirk¬ 
land, Wash., helped organize the 
match and her infectious enthusiasm 
made her one of the most popular 
shooters there. 

Mrs. Yorty doesn’t feel that the fact 
she is female — and a small female — 
hinders her in combat shooting. 

“In some ways it helps. I’m more 
agile than some of these big guys, can 
crawl through the tunnel faster and can 
scale the obstacles more quickly. The 
only reason I’m not a better combat 
shooter than I am, is that I simply 
haven’t been at it long enough. I’ll get 
better, you’ll see.” 

Mrs. Yorty got interested in shoot¬ 
ing, particularly combat shooting, for 
the same reason many women have: “I 
was a gun widow. My husband was at 
the range all the time. I decided if it 
was that much fun, there must be 
something to it. So I started. And I 
found that it was a heck of a lot of fun, 
really got into it and now I’m 
hooked.” 

So the macho man’s world of com¬ 
bat pistol shooting might be getting 
feminized some. So long as it’s by peo¬ 
ple like Sue Yorty, that’s cool. 

—Bob Poos 


NAZt-Collectors M-43 Style 
Black S-S Caps. Only $14.00 
Postpaid. Order your size NOW. 
Our 224 page fully illustrated 
catalog only $2.00 (free with 
order). 

Over 40,000 Items in Stock 
W.W. #2 Ltd. <F) Box #2063 
St. Louis. MO. 63158 
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THE 

VIETNAM WAll: 

An Illustrated 
History of the Conflict 
in Southeast Asia 
By Bernard C. Nalty 
Forward by 

General Williams Westmoreland 


This extensive and impressive 
volume provides an objective analysis 
of the conflict in Southeast Asia. It of¬ 
fers a vivid battle-by-battle analysis of 
tactics and strategies and a directory 
of the military equipment employed. 
Dramatic, heavy-impact photographs, 
many never before published, docu¬ 
ment the text throughout. 

It begins with France’s attempt to 
regain control of its possessions in 
the region. Next is the story of in¬ 
creasing Viet Cong involvement and 
the escalation of hostilities, the full 
story of American involvement, Viet- 
namization and reduction in American 
strength, the end of hostilities, and 
finally the establishment of Commun¬ 
ist governments. 

Each victory, each defeat, is ex¬ 
amined technically, with an appraisal 
of the tactics and the major weapons 
used by the combatants. 

Photographs in color and black and 
white, technical drawings, maps, 
diagrams, and straight, clear text 
make this the most important and 
comprehensive military story of the 
Southeast Asian conflict. 

370 illustrations including 250 col¬ 
or photographs, black-and-white pho¬ 
tographs, technical drawings, maps, 
and diagrams. 
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LEFT—Step 1: Straight-line 
Avoid line of attack. 

45 degrees at angle from it. 

by Rafael Lima 


Step 4: Maintaining a 
firm grasp on weapon, in¬ 
terject yourself between 
him and his line of travel. 
Use your leg as an obsta¬ 
cle and follow through 
with a throw. 



Step 5: By prying and 
twisting, you can secure 
weapon and direct attack 
from standing position if 
necessary. 
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Step 3: Use attacker’s momentum against himself by 
allowing him to continue his thrust. 


attack. ABOVE—Step 2: 
Sidestep weapon by turning 



1 HIS month’s Fighting for Keeps gives 
a second defense when dealing with attack 
from edged weapons — here, as last 
month, a fixed bayonet. Remember when 
your opponent commits himself through 
body movements to a straight-line attack 
you can predict where his follow-through 
will end. Sidestep the trajectory of attack 
and place yourself in a position not only 
to avoid but to counter the attack. 

You will have only seconds to predict 
and react to your opponent’s moves. Once 
he has started to attack, he has committed 
himself. React quickly and aggressively. 
Close your distance and follow through 
with your technique. 

* 



ADVENTURERS 
TELEPHONE AND 
TEST SET 


MODEL 1011 


CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 
MADE OF RUGGED, NON REFLECT1VE BLACK RUBBER 


s 80 


With Shlpplntj & Ins. Paid 
CASH or MONEY ORDER 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Groan Ptaatle Dial-in-Hard#*! style Test Set 
Push-Tone and Dial combined Tost Set 
Battery cowered Raid Phones 
Sound powered Field Phones 
Telephones and Books on Telephones 
CATALOG: $1.90 


V l£t - Americ an 


109 Fir* Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 08204 


NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 




Many times more effective than knives or Clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo- 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness with ultimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished in clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from 1W’ to 1” at 
connecting end. 12" lengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14" gives a bit 
more power and reach. 


Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 

SHURIKEN 


OCTAGON Chain Style 

NO. 114 - 14 IN.. 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 115- 12 IN.. 14 OZ., Black 


NO. 102 - 14 IN.. 1 7 OZ.. Rosewood 
NO. 103 - 12 IN.. 16 OZ.. Rosewood 


Each 

$8.95 

$11.95 



ROUND Chain Style 

NO. 120- 14 IN.. 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 113-12 IN., 14 OZ., Black 


Each 

$8.95 


G 


T raditional 

OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style Each 


$3.25 

No. 226 


$1.50 
No. 200 


80C NO. 106 - 14 IN., 12 OZ . No finish C QC 

NO. 201 NO. 107 - 12 IN.. 11 OZ.. No finish V 


Martial arts throwing knife! 
Throw like dart. 200 is 4" 
& 201 is 2-5/8" Both are 
1/16" thick & nickel plat¬ 
ed. Pro model 226 is 1/8" 
thick, 3V4" & sharpened. 
High grade steel. 



Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2-95 

Black vinyl, zippered case fits all nunchaku. 


Book - NUNCHAKU & SAI No. 9090 - $7.95 

By Ryusho Sakagami. Complete nunchaku train¬ 
ing manual. Extra clear multiple photo tech¬ 
nique shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


BANKAMERICARD & MASTER CHARGE 

Accepted for orders over S20. Give number 
and expiration dale. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
collect calls MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompl shipment. Personal 
checks are held for clearance 


SEND YOUR ORDER TO 

DOLAN S SPORTS 

Dept. SF-13 
Neptune, N.J. 07753 
201922*3382 


ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under $10—750 

$10 to $20-$1.00 

Over $20 —-$1.50 
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The CrossbowTC 

by Jack Bowman 

IC.OREA, November 1950. The 17th 
Regimental Combat Team of the 7th In¬ 
fantry Division trapped behind enemy 
lines. In minus 42 degree temperatures, on 
the day after Thanksgiving, helicopters 
brought in four crossbows. 7th Infantry 
headquarters had decided that the 17th 
R.C.T. should stay behind and harass the 
enemy. 

The next night they took the crossbows 
and two members of the team waited in a 
ditch near the Manchurian border. Four 
other men on the team waited on a hill 
above them with guns. 

A Chinese supply truck roared by 
within eight yards of the hidden 
crossbowmen. One released the four- 
bladed arrow as the truck came broadside. 

It came to a halt in the ditch a few yards 
up the road. The team walked cautiously 
up to it and opened the door. The Chinese 
soldier driving had died instantly. The ar¬ 
row penetrated the truck door and entered 
the driver underneath his arm. 


This is one instance where a crossbow 
has been used in modern warfare. 

WAR HISTORY 

The last time the crossbow was used on 
a large scale was 55 years earlier in the 
Chinese-Japanese War of 1895. The Chi¬ 
nese used repeating crossbows with poi¬ 
soned arrows to defend their fortifica¬ 
tions. 

However, on a much smaller scale, the 
crossbow has been used in every major 
and minor war of any duration since then. 

In the British War Museum in London 
there are two crossbows that threw 
grenades during World War I. 

In 1944, the Office of Scientific 
Research designed two crossbows for 
underground and commando work. These 
were rubber powered and came in both a 
pistol and rifle model. They were code 
named Big Joe and Little Joe Pedal. 

During World War II Major J.M.T.F. 
“Mad Jack” Churchill of the Manchester 
Regiment killed a German infantryman at 
40 yards with a crossbow during the 
retreat to Dunkirk. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

ACK Bowman is recognized as the 
world’s leading authority on hunting 
crossbows. Holder of the national preci¬ 
sion crossbow championship, he is also 
currently Ohio custom-crossbow division 
champion and Kentucky state division 
champion. In 1977 he won the U.S. na¬ 
tional crossbow championship. 

Bowman, co-founder of the National 
Crossbow Hunters Association, has been 
a key figure in obtaining state crossbow 
hunting seasons and has written crossbow 
articles for national and regional maga¬ 
zines. 

When queried by SOF about the cross¬ 
bow in Wild Geese (January ’79) making 
“about as much racket as a .22” (SOF, 
April *79), Bowman replied, “That’s 
wrong. In the movie, the crossbow had a 
Barnett aluminum limb which might have 
been noisier than the fiberglass one 
they’re using now. 

“At 20 yards, you’d have heard a sound 
but not a ,22 crack. It’ve been more of a 
whump like the noise you’d hear if you 
dropped a 10-pound rock to the ground 
from about six feet.” 

He also said his name helped him ori¬ 
ginally to get interested in archery. 

—M.L. Jones 
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Montagnard tribesmen used primitive 
crossbows extensively against the Viet 
Cong. And VC used primitive but deadly 
crossbow traps. 

CROSSBOW EFFICIENCY 

The crossbow, when used within its 
limitations, is a most effective weapon. 

A crossbow is a bow limb mounted hor¬ 
izontally on a gun-like stock. The bow is 
drawn and held by a catch in the lock. The 
trigger releases the energy stored in the 
bow. 

Between the lock and the limb is the 
track. The track serves two purposes. It 
guides the arrow and stabilizes the string. 

The crossbow is equipped with a front 
and rear sight; the latter is moved up to 
raise one’s shot group, while the front 
sight is moved left to direct the group to 
the right. 

The front of the stock usually has a foot 
stirrup to aid in cocking the bow. One in¬ 
serts a foot into the stirrup to hold the 
bow and pulls back on the string to cock 
it. Some bows are not equipped with stir¬ 
rups. With these one either adds poly-cord 
for a stirrup or cocks the bow in the 
stomach or chest. (I have cocked bows 
drawing 150 pounds into my chest.) 

The bow limbs (even though the bow 
may be in one piece it has a right and left 
limb) have a face and belly. The face is 
toward the front and the belly is toward 
the lock. At each end of the limbs is the 
nock. The string attaches to the nocks. 
THE STRING 

The string consists of nocks, center 
serving, and cords. The center serving is 
the part of the string that is in contact 
with the arrow, catch, and track. This ser¬ 
ving is the first part of the crossbow to 
wear out since it is subjected to so much 
friction. One should constantly check and 
wax the center serving as well as wax the 
track. If the serving wears through, one 
should hand serve it with cotton twine and 
wax it thoroughly. 

The distance between the uncocked 
bow string serving and the belly of the 
limb is called the brace height. This is im¬ 
portant in achieving top performance 
from the bow. If the brace is too short, 
the bow string may cross over the front of 
the bow and reverse. If the brace is too 
long it may be drawing more weight but 
getting less energy into the arrow. 

Knowing the nomenclature of a cross¬ 
bow will do one very little good if he 
doesn’t know how to use the bow. 

OPERATING PROCEDURE 

The action occurs between the catch 
and brace height. This is where one should 
concentrate one’s efforts. 

The shooter should always match the 
width of his track with the proper di¬ 
ameter arrow. The string should hit the 
end of the arrow just above center. 

The string must be cocked or drawn 
straight back. The best way to assure a 
proper draw is to place the index fingers 
against the track while gripping the string 



To use poisoned arrows, shaft must be long enough to extend an inch or more in front of track. 
Components of poisoned arrows are changeapoint arrows, electrical tape, balloons and 
poison. Roll is necessary at beginning of poison holder to open on impact. 


to begin the draw. Many people have a 
tendency to roll their hands while drawing 
the string back. This will torque the string 
and upon release it will return to its 
original position. 

Even though there are many crossbows 
to choose from, the modern bush bow is 
the most suitable for ambush. The bush 
bow’s qualities are maneuverability, 
availability and dependability — MAD. 

The bush bow is not the fastest or most 
powerful but its small dimensions, within 
32 inches by 32 inches, make it highly 
maneuverable in bush country. Most of 
them are not equipped with foot stirrups 
in order to reduce overall size. 

Bush bows are popular and are avail¬ 
able throughout the world. They are used 
both for hunting and target competition. 
Target competition will put about 10 years 
of hunting life and wear on them. They 
are dependable. The Horton Magnum’s 
stock and trigger mechanism is guaranteed 
for the life of the owner. 

“WILDCAT” 

At the top of the bush bow list is the 


Barnett “Wildcat.’’ 

The “Wildcat’’ has proven its depend¬ 
ability as a tournament bow. There has 
been some trouble with splintering limbs 
but B.P. Barnett of Wolverhampton, 
England, has redesigned their molds and 
believes they have the problem solved. 

The “Wildcat” measures 31 inches by 
27 inches and weighs only six pounds. The 
standard limb draws 150 pounds. Cross¬ 
bows are measured in inch pounds. This is 
a combination of inches drawn by max¬ 
imum pounds drawn. The “Wildcat” 
draws 2100 inch pounds. In comparison 
to other crossbows, all bush bows are go¬ 
ing to be relatively low in inch pounds and 
low in velocity. However, what they sacri¬ 
fice in inch pounds they make up in ma¬ 
neuverability. 

ARROWS 

Arrows are measured by their weight in 
grains and the diameter of the nock. The 
nock of an arrow is the part that is placed 
against the string. 


Due to their stability, Bowman prefers these small, light-razor arrowheads. 






LEFT: Modern 

crossbow hunters 
recognize need for 
ambush. Many use 
portable tree stands 
when deer hunting. 





A 350-5/16 is a 350-grain arrow with a 
nock diameter of 5/16 inch. The weight of 
the arrow, to a great extent, determines 
the effective range. The heavier the arrow 
the greater the effective range. Working 
against this is the trajectory. The heavier 
the arrow the slower the cast and the more 
radical the trajectory. You are after a 
minimum acceptable weight and a maxi¬ 
mum speed. For most purposes a 350- 
grain is best. 

A “Wildcat’' takes a 350-5/16 arrow. 
The 150-pound limb will cast this arrow at 
205 feet per second for an energy of 33 
foot pounds. 

The “Wildcat” is equipped with a non- 
adjustable scope mounting block. It also 
has an elevated rear sight and a pin front 
sight. 

The “Wildcat” is produced in England 
but is available throughout the world. 
“MAGNUM’’ 

Next on the bush bow list is the Horton 
“Magnum.” It has been in production 


since 1965. The stock is made of cast 
aluminum and coated with nylon. 

The “Magnum” measures 27 inches by 
28 inches and draws 150 pounds for 1800 
inch pounds. It uses a 350-11/32 arrow 
and casts it at 195 feet per second. It 
releases 30 foot pounds of energy. The 
“Magnum” weighs seven pounds. It is 
equipped with an aluminum alloy limb. 
The scope mount is adjustable both hor¬ 
izontally and vertically. 

“SAFARI” 

Newly introduced by Horton of 
Scotland is the “Safari.” Weighing only 
five pounds, it is the smallest of the bush 
bows with dimensions of 26X28 inches. It 
also uses 350-11/32 arrows. It will cast 
these arrows more than 200 feet per se¬ 
cond for more than 30 foot pounds of 
energy. This small, light bow draws 1500 
inch pounds. The “Safari” also incor¬ 
porates a trajectory compensator device 
into the scope mount, similar to the tra¬ 
jectory adjusting devices in gun scopes. 



Author dropped this 
squirrel with Horton 
Magnum crossbow. 




ABOVE: Front sight of crossbow is 
simple. Move pin left or right for 
windage. 

LEFT: Rear sight of 
crossbow is moved up for distance 
and down for close. 


However, this one is built into the bow 
and allows for crossbows’ more radical 
trajectory changes. 

“COMMANDO” 

B.P. Barnett has also introduced a new 
bush bow. The “Commando” is a self- 
cocking 2100 inch pound bow. The limb 
draws 175 pounds but is drawn by a lever 
built into the stock. 

The “Commando” measures 27 inches 
by 32 inches and weighs 8/2 pounds. It 
has a non-adjustable scope mount. It will 
shoot a 350-5/16 arrow at 205 feet per sec¬ 
ond for an initial energy of 33 foot 
pounds. 


ACCURACY 

Bush bows are capable of shooting an 
inch spread for each 10 yards traveled. At 
30 yards they can shoot a three-inch 
group. However, these groups are with 
top tournament shooters. A more realistic 
group would be six inches at 30 yards. 

Due to the speed, in the 200-feet-per- 
second range, these bows will drop about 
one foot in 20 yards, an additional 18 in¬ 
ches from 20 to 30, and about three more 
feet on to 40. 

This trajectory limits the range that one 
can hit the target even though he has tight 
groups. Effective range is about 30 yards. 

To hit a man with a bush bow at 40 
yards, one must correctly estimate the dis¬ 
tance to the target to within eight yards in 
front and four yards behind. This is a 
total of 12 yards or within 25 percent of 
the distance. 

In comparison, the trajectory of a 30-06 
with a 125-grain projectile allows one to 
correctly estimate within 60 percent, the 
distance to hit a man at 350 yards. 











the balloon on about one inch of the front 
of the arrow shaft. Cut off the excess 
balloon. Then apply tape to the rear of the 
balloon. Cut a small piece of tape from 
the roll. This tape should not be more 
than 1/8 of an inch wide. Place the tape 
about 1/8-inch back from the front of the 
balloon. This will start a roll. The roll is 
necessary to open the balloon upon im¬ 
pact. 

Fill the balloon with poison. 

I filled mine with red paint and test shot 
it into styrofoam. The balloon began 
opening after the First inch and spread red 
paint for the next 10. 

One should use a broadhead-tipped ar¬ 
row with poison. A broadhead will to 
some extent make the arrow unstable. The 
large, about Five-inch, feathers at the back 
of the shaft stabilize the broadhead. 

Broadheads with the largest blade area 
obviously cut the largest hole but they are 
more difFicult to stabilize and also will not 
penetrate as far. I prefer the smaller, 
lighter razor heads such as the Wasp-3. 

With states legalizing the crossbow for 
deer hunting, there is renewed interest in 
it. Ohio and Kentucky now have crossbow 
deer seasons. However, there are many 
myths associated with the crossbow. It is 
basically limited to a silent, night, ambush 
weapon. For this purpose it cannot be 
beaten. 



Wayne Stutzman of Troy, Mich., took this Russian boar with modern lightweight crossbow. 


In fact, the odds are more than two to 
one in favor of estimating the range and 
hitting a man at around 350 yards with a 
30-06 than hitting one at 40 yards with a 
bush bow. 

Obviously, the crossbow is suitable only 
for ambush. It is not a defensive weapon 
and should not be used without a .45 auto 
or something similar for back-up. 

IN USE 

The Montagnard tribesmen supposedly 
followed a marching line of Viet Cong and 
shot the last man in the line with a 
crossbow. They shot him through the 
heart so he would not cry out. They would 
then pick off the next one up the line. If 
they did this they have far more guts than 
1.1 have seen deer and other big game run 
several yards with part of their heart shot 
away. Man is far more tenacious of life 
than any game I have hunted. 

There is no shock to speak of with an 
arrow. It kills by hemorrhage or punctur¬ 
ing vital organs. The only shot that I 
know that ever brought any type of large 
animal down in its tracks is a spine shot. 

You may be anticipating a head shot. 
As a rule this is an inadequate shot. The 
human skull has adapted to having slow- 
moving projectiles bounce off. Even 
though a direct hit in the center of the 
NOVEMBER/79 


skull would pass through, the size of the 
kill area is limited to about three-by-three 
inches. 

Due to its limited range, the crossbow is 
most suitable for night operations. 

NIGHT OPS 

These require a low light-sighting sys¬ 
tem. One of the best sighting systems 
available for the close shot is the single 
point. This places a small dot on the aim¬ 
ing point. The problem with the single 
point is that it will not work in low light 
conditions. 

To equip a single point or Weaver quick 
point for low light conditions, one needs a 
one-inch water hose about six inches long, 
a single-cell penlight flashlight, a one-inch 
hose clamp, and a black rubber bottle 
cork. 

The hose clamp attaches the hose to the 
sight, and one then inserts the flashlight. 
The flashlight plugs in with the bottle 
cork. 

To psychologically harass the enemy, 
the shooter may want to use poisoned ar¬ 
rows. 

POISONED ARROWS 

For a poisoned arrow, one needs only a 
roll of electrical tape, some small long 
balloons, and poison. 

They can be made only with change-a- 
point arrows. Take off the point. Stretch 


r THE COMPLETE ^ 
" CIA & SPECIAL FORCES 

• IMPROVISED MUNITIONS• 

f T——i 

BLACKI 
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I HOOKS 

■ 

These books were originally developed by the 
FRANKFORD ARSENAL for the CIA and SPE¬ 
CIAL FORCES. They are the most detailed and 
comprehensive works ever done on the subject of 
improvised weapons. For years they have been the 
most sought after and secretive books ever published 
by the AMERICAN MILITARY. Only after lengthy 
and extensive research have we been able to acquire 
these complete original books and are now making 
them available to you. Anyone who can foresee the 
troubled times ahead should not be without the 
knowledge contained in these books. 


— Improvised Munitions Black Books — 

(BB-1) Vol. 1,147 Pg. . .$9.95 

(BB-2) Vol. 2, 141 Pg.. . 59.95 



DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

DEPT. SF. CORNVILLE, AZ. 86325 


(BB-1) Vol. 1, 147 Pg.. ...... .. .. . . 59.95 

(BB-2) Vol. 2, 141 Pg.. . 59.95 


1 have enclosed $- Please Rush me: 

_copy(s) of BB-1 

-copy ( 5 ) of BB-2 

NAME _ 


ADDRESS 
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SOF SUPERSTAR 
VS 

Dragon Jfjrooe 


THE DWARF 
WHO ROUSED 
THE GIANT 

by Robert Roman 


WHO IS HOMER LEA? 

IIoMER Lea,” moaned Colby 

Li, “what we need is another Homer 
Lea.” 

I didn't pay much attention. We 
were sitting on a balcony of the 
Edgewater Hotel just outside Tsingtao, 
sipping vodka and lemonade and 
watching a splendid light and sound 
show, Jt was civil war China and the 
communists, the balu-chen, Shantung 
people called them, meaning the peo¬ 
ple of the Red Eighth Army, were 
bombarding hell out of the battered, 
punch-drunk Nationalist divisions 
around the city’s perimeter. It was a 
cloudy night. Flashes reflected on the 
clouds, and there was that familiar 
muted rumbling. This was the fourth 
balu-chen offensive against Tsingtao 
and each time the rumbling became 
louder. 

Finally I asked Colby who in the hell 
is Homer Lea, Colby, by the way, was 
a thoroughly Americanized Kuomin- 
tang police colonel with his own pri¬ 
vate army. He was also North China’s 
premier black marketeer, gunrunner 
extraordinary, owner of an elegant 
establishment known as The House of 
a Thousand Assholes, and manager of 
57 White Russian whores who worked 
the China Coast from Chingwangtao 
to Canton. Colby was also my mentor 
in Asian criminology. I only hoped to 
be as successful as Colby Li. 

“Homer Lea,” said Colby, hesitat¬ 
ing, “was the world’s greatest soldier. 
A military genius. He toppled the 
Dragon Throne. That’s what I was told 
by one of my instructors at Whampoa 
Military Academy. He himself was 
trained by Homer Lea. Beyond that I 
know little.” 

Cplby never got a chance to tell me 
much more than that. Next time 


around, the balu-chen took Tsingtao 
and blew away Colby Li and virtually 
every other Chinese man, woman and 
child who had ever been remotely asso¬ 
ciated with the Americans. This mas¬ 
sacre, although unpublicized, is a mat¬ 
ter of record. 

Nor did I ever quite forget Homer 
Lea. Over the years I came across bits 
and pieces such as, “He has been hail¬ 
ed as one of the greatest military 
geniuses of history,” and “perhaps the 
most gifted American who ever joined 
a foreign legion,” 

Was he? I don’t know, but here is 
his story. —Robert Roman 

DaMN clever, these Chinese. Take 
Chin Shih-huang, the first emperor of 
China. He founded the Chinese Empire in 
the third century B.C. One of his first im¬ 
perial acts was to behead, bury alive and 
otherwise radically terminate the 
country’s scholars. That showed real fore¬ 
sight — because 2,300 years later, this em¬ 
pire was to be destroyed by a scholar — a 
Stanford University dropout named 
Homer Lea. 

Lea was probably the most wildly un¬ 
derqualified soldier of fortune and revo¬ 
lutionary in history. Here’s his basic ID: 
He was born in Denver, Colorado, 17 
November 1876, of average American 
parents. Lea’s admirers referred to his 
deformity as spinal curvature; in fact, he 
was a hunchback. His height was 5’4” 
and his weight fluctuated, with his health, 
from 95 and 120 pounds. Homer Lea was 
sickly all his short life. 

Enrolling in Stanford in 1897, Lea plan¬ 
ned to study law. That didn’t last long. 
Suddenly transformed by dreams of mili¬ 


tary glory, he boasted to students that 
some day he would le^d great armies in 
battle. This announcement was often re¬ 
ceived with hilarity by some of his list¬ 
eners as they gazed at little Lea and his 
distorted body. 

“Someday I’ll lead great ar¬ 
mies in battle.” 

But this was a minority view — and this 
is the real mystery of Homer Lea: most 
people saw him as he wanted to be seen 
and simply suspended disbelief when his 
boasts seemed to border on the psychotic. 
When other Stanford contemporaries 
looked at Lea, they saw a dashing figure 
with a sense of humor, brilliant and char¬ 
ming. They were hypnotized by his pierc-. 
ing blue eyes and when Lea told them he 
was a military genius they listened — and 
believed. 

Among the true believers were two 
Chinese students, Allen Chung and Lou 
Hoy, who were enthusiastically combining 
scholarship with conspiracy. It was they 
who offered Lea a ready-made opportun¬ 
ity for war and for glory: the overthrow of 
China’s murderous old Empress Tsu-Hsi. 
They introduced him to San Francisco’s 
Chinatown and to its most powerful secret 
society, the Po Wung Wu, dedicated to 
the overthrow of the Empress. 

Now it just doesn’t happen that a 
Chinese secret society or tong will clasp a 
bok goy (white devil) to its bosom. But it 
did. Within months, Homer Lea was in 
the tong’s inner sanctum and virtually 
running the place. Journalists of the time 
later speculated that the Chinese really 
believed Lea to be a military expert and 
that his deformity turned them on because 
they considered hunchbacks good luck. 
Not true. Lea’s Chinese associates knew 
perfectly well that he was just a college 
student — and Chinese traditionally de¬ 
spise physical defects. Like so much of 
Lea’s life, there’s just no accounting for 
it. 

Lea next won over the Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco 
and a well-financed group called the 
China Reform Society. Now armed with 
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the staple of war — money — Lea propos¬ 
ed to his admirers that they send him to 
China to stir up some action. He sailed for 
Canton in June 1899 — but not before 
making a public speech in which he 
trumpeted, “I go to topple the Manchus 
from the ancient Dragon Throne,” and 
then held a press conference in which he 
described his “secret mission.” That was 
pure Homer Lea. 


“I go to topple the Manchus 
from the Dragon Throne.” 


Lea contacted Po Wung agents in Hong 
Kong, then went on to Peking where he 
met a man with whom he was to have an 
uneasy association for the next 10 years: 
the official prime minister of China, Kang 
Yu-wei. Kang and his status rate an ex¬ 
planation. He was prime minister to the 
captive boy emperor, Kwang Hsu; neither 
of them had real power. Kang, however, 
was dynamic and ambitious, pushing as 
far and as fast as he could for Western- 
type reforms in China. The prime minister 
knew that a collision between him and the 
dowager empress was inevitable. 

According to Lea, Kang asked him why 
he had come. 

“I have come to help you save China 
from the Old Tigress,” said Lea with his 
usual modesty, “and to rescue the boy 
emperor and lead your armies to victory.” 

Kang blinked. “You are very young to 
do all that.” 

“I am the same age Napoleon was at 
Tivoli,” replied Lea. 

Kang was underwhelmed. Nevertheless, 
he needed all the help he could get. The 
Old Tigress had already begun chopping 
up his personal aides into chow mein and 
he had a pretty good idea who was next on 
the menu. Kang commissioned him a 
“colonel in the army of the emperor,” 
then sent him to take command of a divi¬ 
sion in remote Shansi Province. 

Exactly what happened next has not 
been made clear. It seems Homer Lea 
made his way to Shansi and took com¬ 
mand of a military unit loyal to Kang — 
whereupon he and his command were de¬ 
clared outlaws by the dowager empress. 
Kang fled Peking just a step ahead of the 
Imperial beheading blade. Almost si¬ 
multaneously, the Boxer Rebellion ex¬ 
ploded and North China became bloody 
chaos. Later, Lea was to boast of leading 
an army against Peking, of failed attempts 
to kidnap the dowager, and other hairy 
adventures. 

“Col. Lea is one of the most 
brilliant military geniuses now 
alive.” 

At any rate, Lea next turned up in 
Hong Kong, minus his alleged army, 
where he rejoined Kang. It was here he 
was to meet a second Chinese who was to 


play a key role: Sun Yat-sen, later to 
become immortalized as “China’s George 
Washington,” “The Father of Modern 
China,” and the like. An exile, Sun had 
rushed to Hong Kong because he had 
somehow gotten the idea that an army 
awaited to install him in power. No army. 
His imaginary army was fairly typical of 
Sun; he was a rather foggy type. How¬ 
ever, Sun Yat-sen headed a small but 
growing faction in the Chinese exile move¬ 
ment, a group dedicated to the complete 
abolition of the monarchy and the 
establishment of a republic. In his 
autobiography, My Reminiscences , 
published in 1912, Sun described the 
Hong Kong meeting: 

“I was speaking to a company of my 
fellows when my eye fell on a man of 
slight physique. His face was pale. After¬ 
ward he came to me and said, ‘I would 
like to throw in my lot with you.’ He held 
out his hand. I took it and thanked him, 
wondering who he was. 1 thought he was a 
missionary student. After he had gone I 
asked, ‘Who was that little hunchback?* 
‘That/ said the man who brought him, ‘is 
Colonel Homer Lea, one of the most bril¬ 
liant, perhaps the most brilliant, military 
genius now alive. He is a perfect master of 
modern warfare/ I almost gasped in 
astonishment. And he offered to throw in 
his lot with me? The next morning I called 
on Homer Lea. I told him in case I should 
succeed and my countrymen gave me the 
power to do so 1 would make him my 
chief military advisor. 

‘“Do not wait until you are president. 
You may want me before then.’” 

This was the beginning of a complex 
three-way relationship among Sun, Kang 
and Lea. Sun was awed by Lea. Kang was 
not; he could never quite decide whether 
Lea was crazy or a genius or both. The 
republican Sun loathed the monarchist 
Kang, and vice versa. And Lea, as the 
Hong Kong meeting indicated, was keep¬ 
ing his options open in selecting his front 
man for the Chinese revolution. 

Starting a revolution takes a lot 
of money. 

At that time, it was Kang who was ob¬ 
viously top honcho. Japanese agents were 
in touch with him and arranged for Kang 
and Lea to go to Japan. Homer Lea then 
returned to the States to raise an exile 
army. 

One of the first things you learn about 
starting a revolution is that it takes 
money, lots of money, and Homer was a 
fast learner. As soon as he got back to 
California, he began to transform the Po 
Wong Wu society into a veritable money 
machine. One of his first major con¬ 
tributors was a rich Chinese improbably 
named Ben Young of Fresno, publisher of 
a string of Chinese-tanguage newspapers. 
Young’s contacts in the clandestine world 
of Chinese tongs spanned the continent. 
So did Lea and his lieutenants, ex- 
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students Allen Hung and Lou Hoy. They 
visited every Chinatown in the country. 
New branches of the tong opened in 
Canada and Mexico. The Po Wung Wu 
became the most powerful tong outside 
China, with branches from Honolulu to 
Boston and beyond. 

Money poured in on a steady, systema¬ 
tic basis. Tong dues were as low as 50 
cents a month for coolie types and ranged 
upward to as much as the traffic would 
bear for the many wealthy Chinese mer¬ 
chants. There was little overt coercion; 
however, there were squads of enforcers 
armed with hatchets who occasionally did 
their thing and were also useful in am¬ 
putations performed on rival tong 
members. 

His support base secured, Lea pro¬ 
moted himself to lieutenant general in the 
“Chinese Imperial Reform Army” and 
began to look around for some troops to 
command. He started with some high- 
level American contacts. Like the 
Marines, he was looking for a few good 
men. 

On 18 June 1902, a tough cavalry 
sergeant named Ansel O’Bannion was 
discharged from the U.S. Army at Fort 
Riley, Kansas. As he was leaving, O’Ban- 
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nion was given a letter by his former C.O., 
Col. C.C. Carr of the U.S. Cavalry. The 
letter read: 

Lieutenant General Homer Lea, 

South Bonny Brae Street, 

Los Angeles, California. 

The bearer of this letter is A.E. O’Bannion, 
former 1st Sergeant of Troop A, 4th United 
States Cavalry, of whom I have previously writ¬ 
ten you. Without question he has all the 
qualifications you mentioned in your letter to 
the Auditor of the War Department. 

Yours respectfully, 

Adna R. Chaffee 
Maj. Gen., U.S. Army 

Chaffee had been commander of 
American units in the Peking relief ex¬ 
pedition during the Boxer Rebellion. It 
was there that the general had run into 
Homer Lea and had become an instant 
convert. Chaffee later rose to become Ar¬ 
my chief of staff, but he never got over his 
awed adulation of little Homer Lea. 

“He looked more like a poet 
than a soldier.’’ 

O’Bannion went to see Lea. They met 
at the Angelus Hotel in Los Angeles. For 
the occasion, Lea wore the resplendent 
azure uniform of a lieutenant general in 


the non-existent Imperial Reform Army, 
complete with a mighty saber strapped to 
his side. O’Bannion was not initially im¬ 
pressed: 

“He didn’t look much like a general. A 
slight, slender, almost frail-looking 
youngster, he had keen, piercing eyes and 
the sensitive pale face of a scholar. He had 
more the appearance of a poet than a 
soldier.” 

Lea went into an eloquent spiel. There 
had been two revolutions unique in world 
history, the American and the French, » 
and now he, Homer Lea, had been called 
upon to lead the third great revolution, 
that of China... .O’Bannion sat and 
listened and was never the same again. He 
became Lea’s chief of staff. 

In June, 1903, Lea and O’Bannion 
organized the first unit of the Chinese Im¬ 
perial Reform Army — a 40-man contin¬ 
gent from the Los Angeles Chinatown. 
O’Bannion started an immediate training 
program. Volunteers were totally untrain¬ 
ed and O’Bannion was the sole instructor 
— but it was a beginning. What was need¬ 
ed next was to recruit a corps of mer¬ 
cenaries, Americans, who would serve as 
cadres in the Chinese revolution. 

O’Bannion wrote former Sgt. Lawrence 
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Meece, late of the U.S. Cavalry and com¬ 
fortably retired in Hutchinson, Kansas. 
Would Meece be interested in getting back 
into harness, unofficially, as a military in¬ 
structor? No, Meece wasn’t interested, 
but he knew some guys who might be. He 
sent O’Bannion a list of names and ad¬ 
dresses of other former cavalrymen. So 
did the always helpful General Chaffee. 

It was also Chaffee who helped Lea 
found what became the “Pentagon” of 
the Chinese revolution: 4 ‘The Western 
Military Academy” of Los Angeles. It 
was located at 114 Marchessault Street, in 
Chinatown. 

The five-member board of 
directors weren’t dupes — they 
knew exactly what they were 
doing. 

The Western Military Academy was 


legally chartered and its facade included 
an absolutely impeccable five-member 
board of directors. They were General 
Chaffee; Gen. Harrison Otis, former 
Governor General of the Philippines and 
founder and owner of the Los Angeles 
Times; Maj. Gen. J.P, Story, U.S. Army; 
Homer Lea, true believer; Capt. D.P. 
Quillin; and Elihu Root, Secretary of 
State of the United States. Secretary of 
State? That’s right. 

None of the above were dupes. They 
knew exactly what they were doing — par¬ 
ticipating in what became a massive con¬ 
spiracy to overthrow the government of a 
friendly foreign power. Other prominent 
and powerful Americans were to get 
aboard the Homer Lea revolutionary 
bandwagon. 

On a less exalted level, mercenaries 
across the country also began to sign on 
and organize training units of local 
Chinese. There was John Collins in San 





ax. 


Dr. Sun Yat Sen (1866*1925), internationally known Chinese revolutionary, writer. Off-again, on* 


again leader. 
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Francisco. He helped recruit a company 
there only four months after the first Los 
Angeles unit was formed. A branch of the 
Western Military Academy, it was head¬ 
quartered in Chinatown. In Sacramento, 
a professional soldier, Pete McDonald — 
formerly of the U.S. Army in the Philip¬ 
pine campaigns and the British army in 
the Boer War — began training a con¬ 
tingent. There was Jim Bradley in New 
York who was training his boys in a barge 
tied up off Canal Street. Army 20-year- 
man Joe Miller began violating the U.S. 
neutrality laws in Spokane, as was Boxer 
Rebellion veteran Jim Healey in nearby 
Seattle. 

By June, 1904, units of the “Chinese 
Imperial Reform Army” were training in 
a score of cities, including Chicago, St. 
Louis, Boston, Denver, Portland, Ore¬ 
gon; Fresno, Hanford, Phoenix, Santa 
Barbara, Bakersfield, San Bernardino, 
Honolulu. The American instructors, all 
former U.S. Army NCOs and officers, 
were made captains in Lea’s army. They 
were also initiated into Po Wung Wu. Pay 
was $150 a month plus liberal expenses, 
fantastic for those days. 

By June, 1905, Lea had 2,100 Chinese 
under training throughout the United 
States and it began to be rumored that 
something very peculiar was going on in 
America’s Chinatowns. The Peking gov¬ 
ernment protested to Washington and 
demanded an investigation. The Secret 
Service became interested. So did the 
press. 

“Chinamen in the U.S. are in¬ 
volved in a world-wide con¬ 
spiracy.” 

That same month, The Philadelphia In¬ 
quirer broke the story that was the begin¬ 
ning of a flood of publicity that was to 
make Homer Lea a national and interna¬ 
tional figure: 

“United States Secret Service 
operatives have discovered evidence 
that a large proportion of Chinamen 
in this country are involved in a 
world-wide conspiracy to overthrow 
the present dynasty. In Philadelphia, 
the revolutionary party has head¬ 
quarters in the heart of Chinatown. 

In a house on Race Street, which is 
j being watched day and night by Se¬ 
cret Service men, a body of 
Chinamen is being drilled daily....” 

A conventional conspirator would have 
been horrified by the publicity. Not our 
Homer Lea. He gloried in it. One of his 
most bizarre capers in pursuit of the 
printed page was the time Lea actually ar¬ 
ranged for his “secret” army to march in 
Pasadena’s annual Tournament of Roses 
parade. March they did, armed and illegal 
as hell. Jack London, foreign correspon¬ 
dent and author, shook up L.A. natives 
when he wrote in the Los Angeles Ex¬ 
aminer that Lea’s boys were really 


Japanese troops. Lea resented that. 
However, he did note that London wrote 
they “made a fine showing in their bright 
uniforms and in their marching order with 
their Krags and dagger bayonets.” 

Publicity also reached Lea’s supposed 
“commander in chief,” former Prime 
Minister Kang who had been fluttering in¬ 
effectually in exile around the Far East for 
several years and had been virtually ignor¬ 
ing his “lieutenant general.” Like a shot, 
Kang headed for Lea’s Los Angeles head¬ 
quarters and demanded a piece of the ac¬ 


tion. He got it. Lea’s organization receiv¬ 
ed him with full honors and laid on a 
lavish banquet in Chinatown that was also 
attended by the Homer Lea fan club of 
American biggies. More importantly, 
from Kang’s point of view, Lea presented 
him with a war chest of $400,000 r— an 
enormous sum in those days. Kang took 
the money, which quickly disappeared in¬ 
to his personal funds. Nothing was said, 
but relations between Kang and his hosts 
cooled. 

(To be concluded in the next issue.) 
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THE HOUSE OF 
A THOUSAND ASSHOLES 

Probably every soldier, sailor and 
Marine who passed through Shanghai 
from the 1920s until China became 
communist either visited the House of 
a Thousand A’s or didn’t only because 
he was too broke to afford it. 

Just a mention of the name will 
bring a gleam to the eye of many an 
old-time China hand because it was, on 
good authority, the most magnificant 
whorehouse the world has ever seen. 

A “guest” could literally purchase 
anything his — or her — sexual desires 
required for gratification at the mo¬ 
ment. 

The name itself came from that fact 
that one of the house specialties was a 
collection of young boys, on hand to 
please elderly Chinese Mandarins or 
other men of wealth who went for that 
sort of thing. One section of a wall was 
adorned with closeup photos of each 
available asshole and the elderly 
Chinese gentlemen used to drool with 
anticipation as they perused the de¬ 
lights that awaited them upstairs. Re¬ 
liable sources say there were not ac¬ 
tually 1,000 of these available, but 
that’s nitpicking because there was an 
adequate supply for all and for any 
taste. 

And that included the liberated 
woman. There was a clutch of virile 
young men on hand for the Dragon 
Lady types, of which there was no 
small amount in Shanghai back in the 
good old days. 

Marines had a particular affinity for 
the place simply because there were a 
lot of them stationed in and around 
Shanghai at the time. A retired Marine 
gunny sergeant was manager of the 
house for many years. 

And legend has it that when the 
Fourth Marine Regiment was prepar¬ 
ing to destroy its colors so they could 
not be captured just before the Japs 
overwhelmed all American forces in 
the Philippines, one old triple 
hashmarked private turned to another 
and said, “This has been a hell of a lot 
of fun, but Fd just as soon be back in 
Shanghai at the House of a Thousand 
Assholes.” —Bob Poos 
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Captain Frank Willoughby, a 
stoop-shouldered, likable infantry officer, 
worriedly scanned an acetate-covered map 
on the wall of his tactical operations 
center (TOC). His isolated Special Forces 
camp of Lang Vei, South Vietnam, was 
being shelled daily and intelligence reports 
indicated more trouble in store for the de¬ 
fenders. Rocket, recoilless rifle shells and 
mortar rounds continued to pound the 
camp. The North Vietnamese Army 
(NVA) had installed 152mm guns on 
towering Co Roc, some five kilometers 
away, and they began registering on the 
outpost to add to the daily shelling. Often 
the mortar tubes were close enough to the 
perimeter for the Americans inside to hear 
the rounds as they hit the bottom of the 
tube. As night closed in on the camp on 6 
February 1968, its occupants checked 
weapons and waited for the enemy. They 
would not wait long. 

Lang Vei was one of 10 Special Forces 
“A” camps used for Civilian Irregular 
Defense Group (CIDG) operations 
mounted by Company C, 5th Special 
Forces Group. The theory behind the 
CIDG program called for SF teams to re¬ 
cruit and train local villagers and their 
Vietnamese Special Forces counterparts, 
and then advise them on conducting com¬ 
bat operations against VC and NVA units 
operating in local areas. 

The program was riddled with corrupt, 
self-serving officers from the start. The 
Vietnamese Special Forces, with few ex¬ 
ceptions, was little more than a palace 
guard and American advisors were hard 
pressed to mount offensive operations 
while combating the sloth and corruption 
in the ranks of the people they were sup¬ 
posed to be helping. 

The Americans were not without blame 
either. Poorly defined directives from 
Saigon, careerism in the officer corps and 
hostility toward Special Forces from the 
conventional army made the CIDG pro¬ 
gram a bad bet from the first. However, 
young officers and older, wiser NCOs 
tried to make do with the facilities and 
men at their disposal. It was an uphill 
fight in an uphill war. 


sat squarely across Highway 9, just eight 
kilometers from the 9,000-man Marine 
garrison at Khe Sanh. The Marines also 
suffered daily barrages of rockets and 
mortars as they held on to Khe Sanh’s 
trenches and bunkers. 

The Lang Vei camp had been moved 
from Khe Sanh after the Marines moved 
artillery batteries into the old air strip. 
The new camp was actually the second 
camp named Lang Vei to be installed in 
the area. The first site was deemed un¬ 
suitable after its defenses were breached 
during an attack in May of 1967. The new 
Lang Vei was moved about 1,000 meters 
west. With the aid of Navy construction 
battalions, bunkers of reinforced concrete 
were installed, making it a showpiece 
camp specifically built to withstand siege. 
It was finished and ready for occupancy in 
September of that year, when Detachment 
A-101 moved in and set up house. 

Willoughby was responsible for an area 
of nearly 250 square kilometers around 
the camp. He had four under-strength 
CIDG companies of Bru Montagnard 
tribesmen and local Vietnamese. The 
Americans were assisted by a detachment 
of Vietnamese Special Forces (LLDB) in 
their task of keeping tabs on NVA units in 
the area. All total, over 480 soldiers man¬ 
ned the trenches at Lang Vei. Within two 
days, almost all would be dead or pri¬ 
soners of war. 

Lang Vei was a showpiece 
camp, built to withstand siege. 

CIDG patrols fanned out from the 
camp soon after completion of the for¬ 
tifications. From September to December, 
pressure from NVA 324B Division mount¬ 
ed on the small hilltop garrison. Patrols 
encountered heavier resistance as they at¬ 
tempted to keep the NVA at bay. By 
December, enemy activity was so great 
that CIDG units refused to patrol outside. 
Willoughby called headquarters in Da- 
nang and asked for help. 

Danang was also feeling the pressure 
throughout I Corps. The Mobile Strike 
Force — or Mike Force — was spread 
over the entire corps on operations as¬ 
sisting the nine other “A” camps. C Com¬ 
pany dispatched the remains of a 
classified project, the Mobile Guerrilla 


Force (MGF), to help Willoughby’s team. 

The MGF was originally formed to 
operate behind NVA lines, conducting 
harassing ops against the enemy’s lines of 
communication in order to tie up enemy 
units destined for duty in South Vietnam. 
The project had been successful despite 
heavy casualties. MGF veterans were 
some of the best indigenous troops in the 
corps area. These tough Hre Montag- 
nards, airborne trained and battle tested, 
were led by equally competent SF NCOs, 
many on their second and third tours in 
Vietnam. 

The MGF traveled heavily armed, with 
M-16s as the main battle weapons, aug¬ 
mented by eight M-60 machine guns and 
16 M-79 grenade launchers per platoon. 
In addition, each platoon carried an ex¬ 
perimental short-barreled 60mm mortar. 
The MGF was lifted into Lang Vei in 
January, loaded for bear and ready to 
fight. 

Shortly after arriving, they began to 
push their patrols into Laos under ela¬ 
borate ruses devised by two of the platoon 
leaders, Sgts. Harvey Brande and John 
Early. Technically, they were not allowed 
to violate the Laotian border, unless in 
“hot pursuit.” Brande and Early moved 
their troops out of Lang Vei under the 
cover of early morning darkness. At first 
light, they called Willoughby, telling him 
they were in pursuit of a platoon of NVA 
infantry at the Se Pone River. Blasting off 
a few magazines for effect while talking 
on the radio, they crossed the river to 
harass the NVA sanctuary. 

“You guys are just trying to 
make yourselves look good. 
The NVA haven’t got tanks!” 

In January, the MGF located an empty 
tank park a few kilometers across the 
river, which contained fresh impressions 
of tracked vehicles. During the search, 
Early’s men were ambushed by an NVA 
company. For the next few hours, he and 
Brande fought a slow, bitter retreat 
toward the camp gates. Reports sent to 
Khe Sanh and Saigon were dismissed by 
the brass as exaggerated or false. 

As one Marine officer said, ‘‘You guys 
are just trying to make yourselves look 
good. The NVA haven’t got tanks!” 
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Lang Vei was responsible for surveil¬ 
lance of the border area and the DMZ. 
The camp, located IV 2 kilometers from 
Laos and 35 kilometers from the DMZ, 
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A few days later, small enemy probes 
began to test camp defenses as NVA ar¬ 
tillery increased its daily pressure. Snipers 
shot at anything that moved, making it a 
major operation to move above ground 
during daylight. MGF patrols began to 
make daily contact. 

Suddenly, from the morning mists on 
24 January, soldiers of the 33rd Royal 
Laotian Battalion appeared, seeking 
asylum from the NVA. Nearly 2,500 
soldiers and dependents straggled into 
camp during the day. Their camp, Ban 
Pho, 12 kilometers from Lang Vei just in¬ 
side Laos, had been attacked and overrun 
by NVA infantry and armor. Upon ques¬ 
tioning, it was learned their casualties 
were extremely light for a unit that had 
been overrun. In fact, they fled their posi¬ 
tions without fighting at the first sight of 
the enemy. This information went out to 
Saigon and again the reply came: “The 
NVA have no armor in this area.” Be¬ 
cause headquarters refused to heed his re¬ 
ports, Willoughby, fearing the worst, seal¬ 
ed the camp to all but combatants and 
made ready for the fight he knew must 
come soon. 

Tension inside the camp was unbear¬ 
able. Even taking a crap now required 
considerable cunning and large amounts 
of luck to avoid snipers* bullets or falling 
mortar rounds. Most Americans lived, 
sweated and waited in the same clothes for 
days. In order not to be caught off guard, 
no one took off his boots at night, and 
everyone changed sleeping positions 
nightly, lest CIDG loyalties change over¬ 
night, an ever-present danger in any SF 
camp. 

On 25 January, a small medic team, 
under the command of SFC Eugene Ash¬ 
ley, a black medic, landed at Lang Vei to 
care for the Laos’ medical needs and in¬ 
terrogate their leaders. They moved into 
the old Lang Vei site, about 1,000 meters 
from the camp, and with orders to remain 
inside the Lao perimeter, began to mini¬ 
ster to the Laotians. 


CIDG companies were armed with M-l 
rifles and M-2 carbines, Browning 
automatic rifles (BARs), .30-caliber 
machine guns, as well as claymores, 
grenades and shotguns for “trench clean¬ 
ing.” There was over Y* of a million 
rounds of ammunition on hand. They 
would need every round of it. 

Marine commanders vowed 
they would offer assistance. 

Supporting the camp, Marine artillery 
batteries of 105mm, 155mm and eight- 
inch howitzers waited on call at Khe Sanh. 
Using the call-sign “Intrigue,” they were 
ready to fire 24 hours a day. Besides the 
artillery, two Marine rifle companies 
could be dispatched from Khe Sanh and 
Mike Force companies from Danang 
flown into the camp. Marine commanders 
still remembered the SF camp at A Shau 
which had asked for Marine help as it was 
being wiped out in 1965. No assistance 
had come and the defenders were forced 
to evade capture for weeks in the jungle. 
The Marines would not fail again, they 
pledged. 

Willoughby also had on call AC-47 
gunships for night attacks and F-4 Phan¬ 
toms and Army gunships for close sup¬ 
port. In the final hours all these assets 
would be needed. 

The Lang Vei American personnel re¬ 
checked weapons and ammo stockpiles 
and tried to encourage the CIDG as they 
waited for the crack 324B Division com¬ 
manders to decide their fate. They didn’t 
have long to wait. 

At 2200 hours on 6 February 1968, the 
MGF bunkers in the 104 Company area 
were cold. Sergeant Early had just finish¬ 
ed his hourly check of listening posts 
(LPs) and sat shivering against the moun¬ 
tain chill. His command post (CP) con¬ 
sisted of an eight-by-eight-foot hole, filled 
with boxes of extra ammo. A stretcher lay 
nearby for sleeping. The MGF platoon 
leaders were with their troops in fighting 


positions and maintaining 50 percent alert 
at night. 

At 2400 hours, Sergeant Brande, hold¬ 
ing the left flank in the 101 Company 
area, would relieve him. Brande was on 
his third tour in the mountains of I Corps. 
The thick, jungle-covered mountains and 
valleys around Lang Vei were nothing new 
for him, Brande had been at A Shau — 
the similarity of the two camps was not 
lost on him. 

Everyone was jumpy. Fog makes the 
LPs nervous. The shelling was particularly 
heavy and trip flares went off with un¬ 
nerving regularity. The CIDG in 102 
Company area was blasting away 
sporadically all night. SFC Charlie 
Lindewald, manning an OP with his 
40-man platoon 800 meters west of the 
camp, bitched on the radio about outgo¬ 
ing rounds sailing over his position. 

Lindewald was a legend in the Lang Vei 
camp, as well as the rest of I Corps. A 
hard drinker, he enlisted the aid of an old 
Montagnard woman to keep his beer sup¬ 
ply stocked. The old woman carried Ba 
Mui Ba beer through NVA lines from Khe 
Sanh village for 300 piastres a bottle each 
day. Although hot and tasting like hell, it 
was beer! Lindewald reported movement 
around his location and called for mortar 
illumination. 

At 2230 one of Early’s squad leaders 
spotted people in front of his position, 
alerting him to sappers working in the 
wire. Two Montagnard soldiers were dis¬ 
patched with bayonets to bring them in 
quietly for a little chat. Early called 
Willoughby, alerting him to the activity. 
As he replaced the telephone handset, a 
grenade exploded near the edge of his 
hole and a trip flare bathed the perimeter 
in whitish light. In the glow, he saw large 
numbers of enemy rising from the 


Demolished Soviet-built PT-76 tank. At 
Lang Vei on 6 Feb. 1968, Sgt. Early radioed, 
“I’ve got five tanks and a couple hundred 
gooks on top of me. They’re all over the 
fucking place!” 




ground, so many in the initial rush that 
they seemed to be standing shoulder-to- 
shoulder. 

The perimeter erupted in gunfire as sat¬ 
chel charges exploded, breaching the wire 
and clearing paths for the NVA assault. 
Machine guns rattled and grenades 
blasted in Branded position as the enemy 
assault began to close on the 101 Com¬ 
pany area. Almost at once, they were on 
top of the Montagnards, who began to 
struggle hand-to-hand in the trenches. 
The flank of 104 Company came under 
fire. 

“We got tanks in the wire!” 

In the meantime, Sergeant Nick Fragos, 
one of the camp medics, in the observa¬ 
tion tower atop the TOC, could not be¬ 
lieve his eyes. At the edge of the light in 
104’s area, he saw two green, dust-cover¬ 
ed PT-76 light amphibious tanks, from 
the cupolas of which commanders were 
observing sappers probing for anti-tank 
mines. 

Fragos grabbed the field phone, 
screaming, “We got tanks in the wire!” 
and then scrambled down the ladder to 
brief the camp commander. 

Early could barely hear Willoughby’s 
call for confirmation of Fragos’ sighting 
through the crack and blast of M-16s and 
AX-47s at close range. The tanks began to 
rumble toward his position. In the dust 
and smoke, he saw five PT-76s and per¬ 
haps a company of infantry moving up 
the road behind them. 

He shouted, “Jesus Christ, I’ve got five 
tanks and a couple hundred gooks on top 
of me. They’re all over the fucking place. 
Get ipe some illumination!” He dashed 
off to his right flank to help organize 
resistance at the Lang Troai road. 

At 2300 hours, for the first time in the 
Vietnam war, NVA armor attacked a Spe¬ 
cial Forces camp. 

On 27 January, automatic weapons fire 
near the Lao encampment disturbed the 
early morning. Brande and Early respond¬ 
ed with two platoons, finding a young 
medical specialist and a small squad of 
Laotions had been ambushed while in¬ 
vestigating a suspected NVA mortar posi¬ 
tion. The medic was missing, along with a 
PRC-25 radio and the signal instructions 
for American frequencies, Brande inter¬ 
rogated the Lao and called in his report. 
Early searched the area for the missing 
soldier. Although the Lao claimed to have 
put up a fierce fight, no spent rounds were 
found at the ambush site. A camouflage 
hat and six blood-stained M-16 magazines 
were the only clues to the young soldier’s 
fate. He was never seen again. 

On 30 January, a bedraggled NVA 
deserter appeared at the camp’s west gate. 
There, relieved of his weapons and valu¬ 
ables by the CIDG, he was directed, with¬ 
out escort, to the team house where the 
Americans were eating lunch. His arrival 
at the door caused near havoc. Under 


careful interrogation, he revealed he had 
been a member of a reconnaissance pla¬ 
toon responsible for scouting the camp. 
His battalion was resting across the river 
and tanks were positioned nearby. He 
claimed a stone causeway was being built, 
at night, under the water’s surface for the 
tanks to cross. This information was 
relayed to higher headquarters but no 
comment was received. Willoughby could 
not send the NVA soldier to Danang for 
confirmation, due to suspension of air 
traffic into Lang Vei. 

Although camp strength was con¬ 
siderably lower than normal, and Hre 
MGF company, the only reliable unit, was 
nearly exhausted from daily contacts and 
patrolling, Willoughby believed his posi¬ 
tion defensible. The camp was well sited 
for the most effective use of fields of fire. 
Bunkers and trench lines of reinforced 
concrete and steel had been constructed 
by Navy CBs. An underground emergency 
medical bunker was well stocked and staf¬ 
fed and the camp had a wide variety of 
weapons on hand. 

Camp emplacements sported two 
106mm recoilless rifles, two 4.2-inch mor¬ 
tars, and six 81mm mortars in the inner 
perimeter. Four 57mm recoilless rifles 
were placed in each of four company posi¬ 
tions. In addition, crates of M-72 light 
anti-tank weapons (LAWs) were placed 
around the camp. 

The NVA deserter revealed that 
tanks were waiting across the 
river. 

Many claymore mines and trip flares 
ringed the perimeter, in addition to the 
usual concertina wire. Due to a MACV di¬ 
rective, no anti-tank mines were allowed 
in camp minefields. Concrete sleeping 
bunkers with interlocking fires were 
located in strategic positions manned by 
American advisors and the wire ring 
around the camp was covered by .30 
caliber machine guns. All emplacements 
were heavily sandbagged and mutually 
supporting. 


Willoughby immediately ordered SP4 
Frank Dooms, camp radio operator, to 
establish a link with Danang and Khe 
Sanh. Dooms, in the Army for his second 
enlistment, after having served with the 
Central Intelligence Agency, had found 
Agency work boring and returned to the 
more vigorous life of the combat soldier. 
He wasn’t bored anymore. Because Khe 
Sanh was skeptical about the tanks, he 
called for artillery from Intrigue: 

“We are taking heavy ground 
attack and have armor in the 
wire!” 

“Intrigue, Intrigue, this is Brassy 
Study, over! We are taking a heavy 
ground attack and have armor in the wire. 
Stand by for fire mission, over.” 

“Brassy, this is Intrigue. Are you sure 
about that armor?” 

“Roger, roger, that is affirm. We have 
tanks in the perimeter.” 

“Can you see them from your 
location?” 

Dooms nearly screamed into the hand¬ 
set with frustration. “Affirmative, af¬ 
firmative. I can hear the engines backfir¬ 
ing. They’re firing into the bunkers.” 

The Marine operator still seemed un¬ 
able to comprehend the situation. After a 
moment of silence, he replied, “Negative, 
Brassy. That must be the sound of your 
generators backfiring.” 

Before Dooms could answer, a cannon 
shell blasted in the TOC door, showering 
him with dirt and smoke. Dooms calmly 
retrieved the handset from the floor, say¬ 
ing, “Intrigue, be advised, one of our 
generators just blew down the bunker 
door!” He then began to call for help 
from Danang. 

Meanwhile, Fragos was briefing Lt. 
Col. Dan Schungel, C Company com¬ 
mander, at camp for a courtesy visit with 
the Laotian battalion commander, also a 
lieutenant colonel. Schungel hoped to 
receive first-hand information concerning 
the alleged tanks. They scrambled upstairs 


SF lieutenant checks 106mm recoilless rifle following Ben Het mortar and rocket attack. After NV 
camp was reduced to rubble. 
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to organize tank hunter-killer teams. 

Meanwhile, Willoughby ordered pre¬ 
planned artillery fires from Khe Sanh and 
called for a “Spooky” AC-47 flareship to 
place the camp under illumination. 

By now, Brande’s position had been 
stormed. The defenders of the 101 Com¬ 
pany area fired their final protective fires 
and began to pull back under brutal 
pounding of the enemy tanks. Brande was 
seriously wounded and without his leader¬ 
ship, the MGF began to leave their posi¬ 
tions. As Brande lapsed into uncon¬ 
sciousness, his captors carried him away 
to suffer at NVA hands for the next five 
years and war’s end. 

Early was counting on MGF firepower 
on the left and by now his situation was 
desperate. The main thrust was coming in 
over his position and his Montagnards 
were badly outgunned, beginning to 
waver, but they exhibited incredible 
courage and refused to abandon their 
holes, although without training in tank 
fighting. In fact, these Hre tribesmen had 
never seen tanks before. Out-gunned, out¬ 
flanked, wounded and trying to survive 
hand-to-hand combat, they began to fall 
back to the camp’s top under the surreal 
glare of tank searchlights, forced to leave 
nearly half their comrades dead and 
wounded in the 104 Company area. 

Early’s Montagnards began to 
fall back to the top of the 
camp. 

However, they had bought valuable 
time for the rest of the camp. In the 30 
minutes it took the tanks to breach the 
wire in front of their trenches, Willough¬ 
by was able to organize his support for 
holding the camp. 

By 0100, 7 February, MGF remnants on 
the east side of camp consolidated their 
positions near the 81mm mortar pit on the 
east side of the TOC. 

After the first few seconds of disbelief, 
American advisors leaped into action to 
meet the enemy onslaught. SFC James 


tank assault on Lang Vei in February 1968, 



Holt, on the camp’s south side in the 2nd 
CRP area, brought fire to bear from his 
106mm recoilless rifle, his first shot scor¬ 
ing a direct hit on the lead tank on the 
Lang Troai road. He reloaded quickly and 
repeated the performance on the second 
tank. The CIDG helped him reload with 
canister rounds to blast the crew off the 
immobilized hulls. Still the tanks churned 
up the road, pressing their attack. 

The rest of the camp was equally hard- 
pressed. Tanks were sighted to the north¬ 
east and west as well. By now all inner 
perimeter positions were under American 
command. Sgts. Pete Tiroch, team in¬ 
telligence NCO, and Dennis Thompson, 
A-104’s weapons NCO, fired the 4.2-inch 
mortar into locations already overrun. 

Dooms and SFC Earl Burke helped as 
the 2nd CRP area was inundated with 
enemy. Firing at charge zero and max¬ 
imum elevation, they kept the area well 
lighted, attempting to stop the infantry 
behind the tanks. 

Holt, a brave and resolute man, con¬ 
tinued his one-man fight by holing a 
PT-76 at point-blank range. He fired until 
his ammo was depleted and then aban¬ 
doned his trench as enemy infantry 
swarmed over the parapet never to be seen 
alive again. 

A fourth PT-76 lumbered up the road 
and clanked off into the destroyed 104 
Company area, looking for survivors. 

Early in the attack, Willoughby tried to 
get artillery support from Khe Sanh, but 
the Marine garrison was also under siege, 
and a delay occurred. Now artillery began 
to pound the outer edges of the camp with 
a vengeance. Early relayed corrections 
from the 81 pit to the TOC, which passed 
it to Khe Sanh. Shortly after 0100, ar¬ 
tillery was joined by an Air Force forward 
air controller (FAC), directing strikes 
against enemy concentrations by F-4 and 
Al-E Skyraiders. 

By 0130, the outer perimeter 
and eastern side of the camp 
caved in. 

Despite massive ordnance and the 
courage of its defenders, the outer 
perimeter soon came under NVA control. 
By 0130, the eastern side of the camp cav¬ 
ed in. Survivors reported seeing NVA 
soldiers in attack formations with ban¬ 
dages freshly applied. The enemy, al¬ 
though taking heavy casualties, was deter¬ 
mined to have Lang Vei at any price, 
sending their wounded back into the 
slaughter. 

After three tanks crushed the defense in 
the areas of 102 and 103 Company, that 
side of the camp appeared doomed. In 
short order, as tanks exterminated CIDG 
soldiers at point-blank range, survivors of 
these two companies attempted to fall 
back along the edge of Highway 9 to Khe 
Sanh. They never made it through the im¬ 
penetrable NVA ring around the camp. 
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Lindewald, meanwhile, was trying to 
break out and return to camp, but while 
directing artillery around his small posi¬ 
tion, he was seriously wounded. SFC Ken¬ 
neth Hannah, the detachment’s heavy 
weapons leader, took over the platoon. 

“Lindewald’s hit in the gut. 
We’re being overrun!” 

A few minutes after 0200 the radio in 
Willoughby’s TOC crackled, “Charlie’s 
been hit in the gut. He’s pretty bad. We’re 
being overrun.” The radio fell silent. 
Both men were killed as their trenchworks 
were captured. 

As the camp perimeter slowly con¬ 
tracted, defenders formed small hunter- 
killer teams to engage the tanks. 
Schungel, Fragos and the camp XO, 1st 
Lt. Miles Wilson, using plastic LAWs, 
engaged the tanks in the 104 Company 
area. Fragos suffered a misfire on one 
weapon and the second round fell short of 
its mark. During the night, several other 
teams experienced failure to fire or had in¬ 
effective hits against the PT-76s’ light ar¬ 
mor. 

Early and 1st Lt. Paul Longrear, a 
Georgia Tech football star, finally gave up 
trying to repair the LAWs and resorted to 
hand grenades. As other hunter-killer 
teams attempted to repair their LAWs, 
they were showered with small arms fire 
and tank machine guns. 

One tank began to climb the hill to the 
TOC, and Willoughby called for variable- 
timed fuzed artillery on the camp itself. 
Teams began to scurry for any overhead 
cover. 

Artillery efforts were hampered by an 
NVA radio operator, who spoke perfect 
English to confuse the Marine artil¬ 
lerymen. Eloquent swearing convinced the 
Marines of the true identity of the voice 
directing the shellfire. 

As Longrear and Early tried to find 
more anti-tank weapons, Early stumbled 
across SP4 James Moreland, the MGF 
medic, who was moving around camp, 
treating any wounded he could find. 
Throughout the attack, he moved from 
one wounded man to another, completely 
unarmed and unmolested for nearly four 
hours. As Early began to climb the TOC 
tower for a better shot at an approaching 
tank, a cannon shell ripped into it, 
wounding him in the head and shoulders 
and Moreland severely in the head and 
chest. 

After dragging the unconscious medic 
to the TOC for treatment, Early returned 
to the safety of his mortar pit. Longrear 
had found another LAW container, so 
they tried tank busting again. Both anti¬ 
tank rounds were duds. 

Longrear, a man not given to long 
speeches, shrugged, looked at Early and 
said, “Can’t do any good sitting here. 
You go to the right and I’ll go left. Get up 
on the back and dump it down the 
hatch.” With that he grabbed a white 


phosphorus grenade and jumped from the 
pit, heading for the tank 40 meters away. 

Crossing directly in front of the vehicle 
to draw fire away from Early, he circled 
the green hulk. The crew, unaware of Ear¬ 
ly’s rear approach, concentrated their fire 
on the young officer. As the two men 
reached the back of the tank, they climbed 
onto the deck vents. Forcing the hatch 
open, they dropped the WP grenades in¬ 
side and bailed out. On the other side of 
the tank a lone NVA soldier, trying to 
find some shelter from the firing, opened 
fire on them, hitting Early in the legs at 
point-blank range. 

When Early regained consciousness, the 
lieutenant was carrying him back to the 
TOC for treatment. Longrear returned to 
the MGF survivors as Fragos treated ar¬ 
riving wounded in the underground ope¬ 
rations center bunker serving as a make¬ 
shift hospital. Nearly everyone inside was 
wounded. 

The entire camp was covered by thick, 
oily smoke as fuel storage dumps, supply 
bunkers and ammo dumps burned and ex¬ 
ploded. Everywhere the enemy swarmed 
over fortifications, hand-to-hand combat 
being the order of the day. And every¬ 
where men encountered misfires from the 
LAWs. In the confusion, most defenders 
tried to meet the tanks head-on instead of 
from the side or rear. Vietnamese, Mon- 
tagnards and Americans fired rifle gre¬ 
nades, machine guns, LAWs and finally 
in desperation, climbed onto tank hulls, 
trying to pry open hatches or firing into 
observation slits. Still the steel hulks 
clanked forward until, at 0300, they 
ground their way onto the top of the 
TOC, the NVA controlling all of the camp 
except the command bunker and its oc¬ 
cupants. It would prove a tough nut to 
crack. 

As the battle at Lang Vei raged, Sgt. 
Ashley and his two medics, Sgt. Richard 
Allen and SP4 Joel Johnson, watched 
helplessly from the Lao camp at old Lang 
Vei. The Laotian commander was instruc¬ 
ted by NVA messengers to stay put and 
not become involved in the fight. He 
obeyed orders, his men firing no support 
missions for the Vietnamese and Amer¬ 
icans a thousand meters away. 

Tanks and troops ran amuck inside the 
camp, blasting bunker doors point-blank. 
One PT-76 rumbled to the medical bunker 
door and systematically reduced it to rub¬ 
ble, along with its wounded population. 
Tanks and infantry converged on the 
TOC as mop-up operations continued. 

In the interim, Schungel and Wilkens 
returned to the TOC, having engaged in a 
duel with tanks on the west end of the 
camp, only to find the bunker door blast¬ 
ed to rubble. The colonel called into the 
bunker but the occupants, believing him a 
captive, did not answer. The TOC was 
now manned by Willoughby, Fragos, Ear¬ 
ly, Longrear, Moreland, Dooms and Sgts. 
Emanuel Phillips and David Brooks, 
along with a dozen LLDB and 25 CIDG. 


In the chaos, the men in the bunker be¬ 
lieved everyone else dead or captured. The 
men outside the bunker believed the same. 

Wilkins, dazed from a tank shell explo¬ 
sion, took refuge behind a pile of sand¬ 
bags at the bunker door with badly 
wounded SP5 William MacMurrey. Mac, 
camp demo man, had one hand blown off 
and several other wounds. Wilkins at¬ 
tempted to stop the blood by tying off the 
arm with commo wire. The two waited for 
Schungel’s return and watched apprehen¬ 
sively as NVA mop-up teams moved 
closer. 

The enemy tank lumbered on 
top of the TOC to crush the 
roof. 

Upon Schungel’s return they placed 
Mac in the shelter of the blasted door and 
moved off to find a more defensible posi¬ 
tion for him. Before they could return, an 
enemy tank lumbered onto the top of the 
TOC to crush the roof. Mac screamed for 
help but as Longrear, Brooks and Fragos 
charged up the destroyed stairwell they 
were met by a hail of gunfire as the NVA 
squad executed the helpless man. 

Above ground, CIDG survivors at¬ 
tempted to break out to safety or evade 
capture by hiding. 

Other “A” team members and the 
MGF company clustered together in an at¬ 
tempt to survive the carnage. Pete Tirach, 
who took refuge inside the team house 
and messhail, discovered Team Sgt. Paul 
Craig, Thompson, Burke and nearly a 
platoon of CIDG nearby. They quickly 
formulated an escape plan. Making their 
way to the camp’s north side, they were 
separated by heavy machine-gun fire from 
the supply bunker at the camp’s edge. On¬ 
ly Tirach and “Pappy” Craig, along with 
a dozen CIDG, made it to the elephant 
grass’s shelter at the edge of the camp 
minefield. Five years later, Dennis 
Thompson would emerge from captivity 
with Harvey Brande. 

Schungel and Wilkins found safety 
under the floor of the gutted dispensary, 
listening to NVA soldiers loot the medical 
supplies overhead. 

Inside the TOC, Willoughby ordered all 
lights out and everyone to remain silent. 
The survivors would “play dead.” 

NVA began to probe the stairwell, the 
only passage open, with gunfire, grenades 
and satchel charges, not anxious to assault 
the bunker, and contenting themselves 
with dropping explosives down ventilator 
shafts and entrance. Occasionally, a few 
ventured down the stairway to their death. 
Soon, more than a dozen green-clad 
bodies jammed the doorway. The others 
waited. They had time; the camp was 
theirs. 

As night progressed, Willoughby con¬ 
tinued to plead for help from the Khe 
Sanh Marine garrison to send the infantry 
companies he needed for a break-out at- 
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tempt. If two rifle companies created a 
diversion along the highway east of camp, 
perhaps the remaining American and 
Vietnamese Special Forces advisors and 
CIDG soldiers could break the ring of 
enemy infantry around the camp. 

His plans fell on deaf ears. Incredibly, 
the Marine commanders at III MAF in 
Danang could not reach a decision. The 
young company commanders and platoon 
leaders at Khe Sanh were ready and eager 
to help their countrymen eight kilometers 
away. They waited for the word. It never 
came. 

‘‘Americans are dying here. 
For Christ’s sake, help us!” 

Marine radio operators listened to a 
whisper from wall speakers of the com¬ 
mand bunker at Khe Sanh: “Americans 
are dying up here. For Christ’s sake, help 
us.” 

At Special Forces headquarters in Nha 
Trang, volunteers from SF camps all over 
the country asked permission to conduct a 
night assault on the camp by chopper or 
parachute. The entire complement of per¬ 
sonnel from Project Delta, a classified 
recon unit, offered to go in and bring out 
their friends. 

At 0330, radio contact with Lang Vei 
began to fade and was soon lost. Only 
radio operators at Khe Sanh and Air 
Force FACs orbiting over the camp could 
hear the trapped men. Weakened radio 
batteries formed the only tenuous link 
with outside help. 

Inside the TOC, defenders took shelter 
under metal camp beds as grenades and 
satchel charges continued to tumble down 
on them. Air strikes and artillery added to 
the din as the FAC placed strike after 
strike on top of the bunker, hoping to 
keep the NVA from mounting a final as¬ 
sault on its occupants. 

Special Forces at Danang began to as¬ 
semble a Mike Force company and a 
volunteer CIDG company to be lifted into 
the camp as soon as helicopters were 
available. “C” Company requested chop¬ 
pers for the attack at First light. Ill MAF 
and MACV argued but reached no deci¬ 
sion. At Lang Vei, men continued to die. 

As the survivors huddled inside the 
TOC, they heard sounds of digging be¬ 
tween the crump of bombs and the blast 
of grenades — enemy digging near the 
south wall. A new dread came over the 
battered soldiers. 

“We are going to destroy the 
bunker. Give up and we will 
not harm you.” 

Shortly after daylight on the morning 
of the 7th, the NVA began using thermite 
grenades in an attempt to set Fire to the 
bunker’s contents. Fires burned for nearly 
30 minutes, choking the thirsty men as 
they tried to beat out the flames. Men 


huddled near the floor for fresh air, shar¬ 
ing their gas masks. Others covered their 
mouths with battle dressings and began to 
vomit and choke. Tear gas grenades began 
tumbling down the vent shafts. A momen¬ 
tary panic set in at the first whiffs of gas, 
quickly overcome. They were too exhaust¬ 
ed to be scared much more. Willoughby, 
sensing the end was near, ordered the 
codes and classified documents destroyed. 

“We are going to destroy the bunker. 
Give up and we will not harm you,” a 
voice called down in Vietnamese. The 
CIDG interpreter repeated the demand in 
English. 

Stunned, scared faces turned toward 
the door. A couple of tired smiles ap¬ 
peared. Somebody softly whispered, 
“Fuck you!” 

The VNSF commander held a hurried 
conference with his men and then started 
up the stairs, without looking at the 
Americans. For a few minutes all was 
quiet. Only eight men were left in the 
bunker, six of them wounded. They need¬ 
ed the Vietnamese firepower for a break¬ 
out. 

Still no one talked of surrender. 
Another voice yelled down for the 
Americans to give up, a demand punc¬ 
tuated with a shower of grenades. They 
remained silent. Shortly, a volley of gun¬ 
fire announced the execution of the Viet¬ 
namese. The digging resumed. 

At 0700, quiet settled over the bunker 
as they lay shivering on the blackened 
concrete, cordite-burned faces cradled on 
torn and bandaged arms, every man rest¬ 
ing, waiting for a final charge. Weapons 
were trained on the door, fingers on the 
triggers. Waiting. 

The south wall disappeared in a thun¬ 
derous explosion, a blast opening a eight- 
by-eight-foot hole, giving the NVA direct 
access to the beleaguered men. It severely 
injured Moreland again and knocked 
Fragos unconscious. 

The Americans waited for the final 
rush. It never materialized. The enemy re¬ 
mained outside, throwing grenades and 
satchel charges through the hole, without 
pressing their advantage. 

As the grey light of dawn parted white 
mountain mist, Gene Ashley watched 
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front the Lao camp and came to a deci¬ 
sion. Good men were being slaughtered 
nearby and he was going to stop it! 
Throughout the night, Ashley begged, ca¬ 
joled and threatened the Lao commander 
to send help to his comrades. He stead¬ 
fastly refused, but now he appeared to be 
weakening. After a heated discussion he 
relented and agreed to send two platoons 
to rescue the trapped men. 

Ashley assembled his ragtag 
force into a skirmish line. 

Ashley did not look like a man bound 
for great things. Slightly overweight with 
gold-rimmed glasses that keep sliding 
down his sweating nose, he assembled his 
ragtag force into a skirmish line, with one 
American on each flank and himself in the 
middle. Calling Willoughby that help was 
at hand and requesting air to neutralize 
the NVA strongpoints, he trudged the 
1,000 meters to new Lang Vei, beginning 
to find wounded CIDG who could still 
fight. He pressed them into his skirmish 
line. As they crossed the lines of the old 
104 Company area, the NVA swept the 
Lao line with machine-gun fire. The Lao 
broke and ran, in complete panic. 

Kicking and yelling, prodding at gun¬ 
point, Ashley attempted to bring order to 
his panicked troops. The enemy crushed 
his attempts with mortar fire. Reluctantly, 
he began to fall back with his men to an 
area npar Highway 9 to reassemble and 
stage the second attack. He called the men 
in the TOC and promised to try again. 
Gene Ashley would prove to be a man of 
his word. 

Inside the bunker, enemy machine guns 
were heard, hammering away at Ashley’s 
force and the aircraft supporting his ven¬ 
ture. Willoughby, a considerably older 
man than he was two days ago, attemp¬ 
ted, with the help of Dooms, to regain 
radio contact with Khe Sahh. Fragos tend¬ 
ed the shattered, delirious Moreland. The 
occupants, overcome by smoke and gas, 
fought back waves of nausea and un-. 
consciousness. Grenades continued to 
rain down. 

By 0930, Ashley received another air 
strike and was trying to assemble another 
assault. As he formed for the attack, 
Tirach and Craig appeared with their 
CIDG and fell in with the rescue attempt. 
No sooner had Ashley readied his men, 
than 60mm and 82mm mortars began to 
impact in his assembly area. As the 
Americans urged their reluctant men 
through the barrage, the assault picked up 
momentum. Immediately, an NVA com¬ 
pany, throwing grenades and supported 
by heavy machine guns, counterattacked 
the ragtag force. 

The rescue caved in under this deter¬ 
mined resistance and Ashley limped back 
to the road, once again collecting his men 
and preparing for another charge. As they 
pulled back to safe ground, Schungel and 
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Wilkins were picked up and dispatched to 
the Lao camp. 

Willoughby’s radio crackled, “It’s no 
good. I’m getting a lot of fire. My left 
flank caved in and we’re taking a lot of 
casualties. Hang on. We’ll be back, just 
hang on. We’ll get you out.” 

Ashley reorganized his forces for the 
third attempt. As Tirach and Johnson 
gave him support, Ashley forced his men 
to advance once more, his force reduced 
by half. His enemy was well dug-in. When 
the mortar misfired, Johnson and Tirach 
joined the assault force, making good 
progress until reaching the 3rd CRP lines, 
where again the attack bogged down and 
was repulsed. Sick and disheartened men 
crawled back to the road to rest. 

Ashley decided more firepower was 
needed to crack the North Vietnamese 
lines. He sent Johnson back for a 57mm 
recoilless rifle to take out enemy bunkers 
and organized for another attack. John¬ 
son began the assault by blasting the NVA 
bunker-line and silencing the heavy ma¬ 
chine gun near the TOC. Elated, the 
Americans urged their troops uphill to the 
eastern 81mm mortar pit. As the attackers 
charged into NVA positions, Gene Ashley 
fell with a bullet in the chest. The enemy, 
seeing the leader down, increased their 
fire and drove the demoralized Lao and 
CIDG back just 50 meters short of the 
TOC entrance. 

Inside hope lingered on the men’s faces 
as the volume of fire moved closer. 
Almost as quickly, the faces mirrored the 
sad fact of defeat. They must go it alone. 

Allen and Johnson dragged Ashley’s 
body out of the line of fire and ad¬ 
ministered first aid. With CIDG help, 
they carried him back to Highway 9, 
where a jeep sent by Schungel from the 
Lao camp waited for him. The medics 
scrambled aboard and rushed him to the 
safety of the Lao perimeter. As the vehicle 
stopped near the Laotian command bunk¬ 
er, a mortar round impacted near it, kill¬ 
ing Ashley and wounding Allen. Ashley’s 
refusal to give up would win him one of 15 
Medals of Honor earned by Special 
Forces soldiers in Vietnam. 


“My left flank caved in and 
we’re taking a lot of 
casualties.’’ 


The relief controversy continued to rage 
in the air-conditioned comfort of Saigon 
and Danang operations rooms. Colonel 
Jonathan Ladd, commander of all Special 
Forces in Vietnam, was finally allowed to 
formulate a plan for the camp’s relief at 
1100 hours, eight hours having elapsed 
since the NVA gained control of the 
camp. Now the “brass” began to move. 

In the Lang Vei bunker, all hopes were 
shattered when Frank Willoughby learned 
of Ashley’s defeat and death. He held a 
last conference with his men. All were 



Marine helicopters lifted Lang Vei survivors to 
Khe Sanh. Of American personnel, half were 


wounded, weak from lack of water and 
food, and nearly out of ammunition. 
Each man carried two grenades and less 
than six magazines for their M-16s. One 
man carried only his Browning pistol, his 
CAR-15 a bent piece of black junk. 
Moreland, mortally wounded and scream¬ 
ing deliriously each time the medic touch¬ 
ed him, had to be left behind until a reac¬ 
tion force could be organized to return to 
the camp. The other wounded men were 
unable to carry both him and the other 
seriously injured. 

Willoughby called for air strikes, in¬ 
forming the FAC of his plan to break out. 
For the next few hours, the Air Force 
would pound the camp and the bunker 
with salvo after salvo to reduce enemy 
resistance. Shock waves hurled dirt and 
debris throughout the bunker, blinding 
already burned and blackened faces. 

By 1600, as planes flew dummy bomb 
runs to keep NVA heads down, Wil¬ 
loughby’s smoke-choked voice croaked, 
“OK. Let’s go above ground.” One by 
one, they filed upstairs, stumbling over 
stacked bodies, each man helping the 
others, into the sunlight. 

The sound of low-flying Phantoms rip¬ 
ped the air. Nerves and muscles tensed for 
the gunfire they knew would come. Si¬ 
lence. The protective cover of the elephant 
grass at camp’s edge seemed miles away. 
They ran for the northeast supply bunker, 
machine-gun fire ripping the ground in 
front of them. Longrear silenced the 
weapon with a long burst from his M-16. 
Supporting each other, they stumbled un¬ 
molested toward the highway. 

Just outside the perimeter, a jeep slid to 
a halt and they piled in, on top of one 
other. The vehicle roared off toward the 
Laotian camp. The survivors were out of 
Lang Vei, except for one. 

Unknown to anyone, a lone American 
remained in the SF camp. 1st Lt. Tom 
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dead, two spent five years as POWs, all sur¬ 
vivors were wounded, some two or three times. 


Todd, an engineer officer, sent to inspect 
camp defenses, had spent the entire battle 
inside the medical bunker. Realizing he 
was doomed, he crawled to the TOC and 
found Moreland dead, the TOC deserted. 
To the east, he could see helicopters land¬ 
ing in the Laotian positions, evacuating 
the camp survivors. Without a shot being 
fired at him, he ran the entire distance to 
the Lao camp in record time. 

They filed upstairs, stumbling 
over stacked bodies. 

By 1800 the battle for Lang Vei was 
over and its last survivors lifted out to Khe 
Sanh. As the Special Forces soldiers arriv¬ 
ed at Khe Sanh aid stations, many of them 
were nearly incoherent, some with rage at 
being sacrificed, some just numb from 
two days of hand-to-hand combat. 

The camp and its equipment was a total 
loss. Of 484 Vietnamese, Bru, Hre and 
American personnel, almost all were dead 
or captured. Of the Americans, half were 
dead and two spent five years as POWs. 
All survivors were wounded, some two or 
three times. 

For the first time in the Vietnam war, 
tanks had been employed against Allied 
troops. Lang Vei would be remembered as 
the place where more decorations for 
valor were awarded to a Special Forces 
unit than any other in the war. It would 
also be remembered for its awful sacrifice 
for no good reason. 

But perhaps most significantly, it would 
be remembered as the place where the 
NVA would lose the better part of a regi¬ 
ment and 13 tanks against determined 
men with courage and grenades in a pro¬ 
position more expensive than either side 
had bargained for. 
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Top seven Second Chance shooters: left to right, standing to kneeling, places 1 through 7. See list, opposite page, for names. 


BOWL ’EM OVER! 

1070 2X1) CHANCE COMBAT SHOOT 


Ti HE third annual Second Chance 
Combat Shoot gave more than 350 con¬ 
testants an opportunity to test their com¬ 
bat shooting skills, win some first-rate 
prizes and have a great time. 

Bill Wilson of Berryville, Arkansas, 
won first place for the best overall time, 
first place for individual time and first 
place in the new Duelatron event. Wilson, 
a top gunsmith who specializes in custom 
work, used a Colt .45 as did most of the 
shooters. 

The object in the Second Chance Shoot 
is to shoot five regulation bowling pins off 
a table in the shortest time possible. The 
shooter stands 25 feet from the table with 
gun drawn. One of the tricks here is that 
the pins must be knocked off the table — 
it’s three feet to table edge. This require¬ 
ment injects an element of luck into tfie 
game as occasionally a bullet striking one 
pin will throw a hunk of wood into 
another pin, knocking it down — but not 
off — the table, A bowling pin on its side 
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by John Howard 

is a more difficult target than one upright. 
If the pin isn’t hit squarely, it will often 
roll around on the table, knocking over 
others. 

This competition is heavily weighted in 
favor of big guns, .45 or .44 calibers. 
Anything smaller just doesn’t do the job. 
The .357 magnum and 9mm para will 
knock the pins down but rarely off the 
table. A heavy bullet is required to carry 
the pin up and off the table. Most shoot¬ 
ers prefer a .45 hollow-point because they 
believe it will bite into the pin upon im¬ 
pact. One consideration is whether a gun 
can digest hollow-points — many un¬ 
worked Colts will jam on some deep-dish 
hollow-point rounds. A hit, even a glanc¬ 
ing hit, with a ball round is better than a 
jam with a super-duper hollow-point. 

Basic event is the five-pin shoot which 
may be tried seven times. Total time and 
best individual time are two separate 
categories which can win prizes. Lowest 
total-time winner this year (Bill Wilson) 


received $500 cash, a bunch of Super-Vel 
ammo and a trophy. Winner of the best 
individual time (Bill Wilson again) won 
$300 cash. 

There were several other events: the .44 
Special which was a one-time shoot at five 
pins for the lowest time. The winner (Bill 
Wilson again) got a .44 Bulldog revolver. 
There was a Duelatron event which was 
supposed to test the shooter’s ability to 
discriminate between bad-guy and good- 
guy paper targets. This event was poorly 
organized and there were several com¬ 
plaints that it did not test ability to 
distinguish criminals from bystanders as 
much as it tested long-range pistol 
shooting (one target was at least 100 
meters away) and memory (shooters had 
to remember which of the nine targets had 
already been shot, to avoid shooting the 
same one again). 

But for serious shooters after big 
money, there was the two-man team 
event. Shooters can enter this as often as 
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Showing how it’s done at third annual Second Chance Combat shoot held 7-10 June 1979, at Central Lake, Michigan. 


they like for $5 per man per try. All fees 
collected for this event were given out as 
prizes: 40 percent to the first-place win¬ 
ners which amounted to $1,188; 30 per¬ 
cent for second place ($742.50); 20 per¬ 
cent for third place and 10 percent for 
fourth. 

The “Unlimited” event is perhaps the 
most fun to watch. Shooters may use 
almost any type of weapon, most popular 
being the 12-gauge shotgun and the .45 
Thompson submachine gun. Eight pins 
must be knocked off the table and it is 
amazing how many shooters went through 
an entire magazine or shotgun load 
without hitting even one pin, underscor-. 
ing the point that wild, fast, off-the-hip 


shooting (especially with full-auto wea¬ 
pons) is pretty much a waste of time and 
ammo. Winners in this event all shot 
carefully and with discipline. The winner, 
William J. Byrd of Oxford, Miss., used 00 
Buck from a Remington Model 1100 with 
a 28-inch barrel. His weapon was equip¬ 
ped with a Quick-Point sight. Byrd’s win¬ 
ning time was 3.5 seconds. 

The Second Chance Combat Shoot dif¬ 
fers from most other shooting competi¬ 
tions in that it stresses camaraderie, relax¬ 
ation and just plain fun. Unlike most 
shoots where one feels like a trainee back 
in boot camp and where competitors re¬ 
gard one another with hostile rivalry, at 
the Second Chance match top competitors 


lend each other weapons and ammo and 
share tips. There is a real sense of 
friendliness and credit must be given to 
Second Chance president Richard Davis, 
who sets the overall tone and mood of the 
match by his constant good humor. Davis 
does a never-ending five-day comic 
monologue on the P.A. system, which 
keeps everyone laughing. 

The Second Chance Combat Shoot will 
be held again next June. Shooters in¬ 
terested in going to Michigan in 1980 must 
make advance reservations as there will be 
a limited number of contestants. Write: 
Second Chance, Box 578, Central Lake, 
MI 49622. 


SECOND CHANCE 

COMBAT SHOOT 

WINNERS 


Best Total Time: 

Seconds 

1. Bill Wilson, Berryville, AR 

30.7 

2. Nick R. Pruitt, Coachella, CA 

32.5 

3. H.W. Umburger, Memphis, TN 

34.9 

4. Ray Neal, Bermuda Dunes, CA 

35.7 

5. Massad Ayoob, Concord, NH 

40.3 

6. Darryll L. Early, 


Pleasant Gap, PA 

40.7 

7 Lowell R. Wells, Gas City, IN 

41.9 

8 Tom Blizzard, Springfield, OH 

43.0 

9. Fred Levan, Springfield, OH 

43.3 

10. Leonard Knight, 


Apple Valley, CA 

44.0 

Best Individual Time: 

Seconds 

1. Bill Wilson, Berryville, AR 

3.9 

2. Nick R. Pruitt, Coachella, CA 

4.0 

3. John Shaw, Memphis, TN 

4.2 

4. Lowell Wells, Gas City, In 

4.2 

Two-Man Team: 

Seconds 

1. Ray Neal & Nick R. Pruitt 

3.8 

2. Jerry Usher & Leonard Knight 

3.9 

3. H.W. Umburger & 


Chuck Bingham 

3.9 

Unlimited Event: 

Seconds 

1, William J. Byrd, Oxford, MS 

3.5 

2. Jim Blackard, Tulsa, OK 

3.6 

3. Nick R. Pruitt, Coachella, CA 

3.7 

4. Lew Sharp, Shreveport, LA 

3.9 

Duelatron Event: 


1. Bill Wilson, Berryville, AR 


2. M.J. Burnett, Kearns, UT 


3. Leonard Knight, 


Apple Valley, CA 





SECOND 

CHANCE 


m BODY AHM0B ENTIRELY HEW IN CONCEPT AND CONSTRUCTION 


THE FIRST TIME IN 400 YEARS... 

. ■ ..... . . m 
e common foot soldier can be equipped with 

practical body armor which will stop 

e standard weapons of an opposing force! 




FOR THE COMPLETE PICTURE OF THE HARDCORPS LINE 
OF BODY ARMOR WRITE FOR A FREE BROCHURE TO: 

SECOND CHANCE BODY ARMOR 

DEPT. S0F-2, BOX 578 • CENTRAL LAKE, Ml 49622 U.S.A. 
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DON’T WAIT 

I 

BURY IT NOW! 

With the GRD Reusable Survival Capsule 
you can bury your survival equipment and 
other valuables safely for an indefinite 
period of time. 

The GRD Reusable Survival Capsule is 
made of a thick plastic designed to be com* 
pletely waterproof and corrosion resistant. 

Other survival capsules on the market 
once sealed can only be opened with a saw 
and cannot be resealed. The GRD Survival 
Capsule can be opened and resealed as 
often as is necessary. 

Four Convenient Sizes 

6" x 48" 1350 cu. in. of storage space. Will 
hold complete survival kit including 1 rifle. 
$69.00 

6" x 12" 340 cu. in. of storage space. For 
small survival kit including handguns. 
$56.00 

4" x 24" 300 cu. in. Designed for a 90% 
bag of silver but can hold small survival 
kit with small handgun. $27.50 
2" x 12" 36 cu. in. Designed to hold 100 
Krugerands. $16.95 

Shipping included. All sales confidential. 
Send Cashier's check or Money Order to: 
GRD Supplies Dept. S0F 
P.0. Box 3041 F 

San Dieqo, CA 92103 
California Residents add 6% Sales Tax. 



BEWARE 



The bastard of the 
mating of wormeaten 
wood with twisted 
steel, the Dwarf is an 
evil companion that you 
wouldn't want to take 
home to mother ... but it is a 
sturdy mother. The Dwarf 
has no saving graces, but at 
under T overall — and with 
its special black sheath — 
it can be hidden almost any¬ 
where. You'll have to see it 
to believe it... but Beware. 


To Order Send $22.50 to: 



ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UN LTD. 
P.0. Box 18595 - S0F 
Atlanta, Ga. 30326 


FLAK 

Continued from page 6 

A frica then 
and now ... 

Dear Mr. Poos: 

Congratulations on a most auspicious 
beginning as editor of SOF with your arti¬ 
cle, “Disaster To Glory.” 

As a military historian, I have had occa¬ 
sion to research the saga of Rorke’s Drift 
as background to my book, The Bantams , 
and I must express my honest admiration 
for your ability to convey the details of 
this epic little battle in such succinct 
terms. I have relayed it to the South 
Wales* Borderers Museum. Though my 
own personal experiences as a British 
combat veteran in some dirty little wars in 
the Horn of Africa that nobody now has 
ever heard of — as long ago as 1950 — 
may threaten to hopelessly “date” me, I 
have kept up with the projections of what 
I then observed. I want you to know that 
the sentiments and facts which SOF pre¬ 
sents today are unique in their clear-eyed 
presentation of the real world in 
Rhodesia/SW Africa/RSA. Would that 
your reportage could be conveyed to the 
men-at-the-top in North American poli¬ 
tical offices! If they could only hack their 
way through the tendrils of liberal wooly- 
headedness which surround them via the 
media and their socialist-educated young 
advisors, influential public officals would 
be able to see the desperately sad future 
which looms ahead for black Africans and 
for the white settlers there. 

When sanctions by the blindfolded 
Western democracies inevitably result in 
communist takeover of South Africa’s 
gold and Rhodesia’s manganese, the 
shock-waves will strike all Americans and 
their friends in that shrinking community 
we still are able to label as the Free World. 
Sincerely, 

Sidney Allinson 
Scarborough, Ont., Canada 
Thanks. You've just made my year, not 
to mention day.—The Ed. 

I NDIAN ERROR 
NOTED ... 

Sirs: 

In your May ’79 feature story of Major 
F.S. Burnham, DSO, you state that Major 
Burnham was born on May 11, 1861, at 
the edge of the Sioux Reservation in Min¬ 
nesota and narrowly escaped death the 
following year when Chief Red Cloud led 
his braves in an uprising which killed hun¬ 
dreds of white women and children. 

Being an Oglala Sioux and living on the 
present Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in 
South Dakota, I have a little knowledge of 
the great chief, Red Cloud, and his 
whereabouts at the time of the uprising in 
Minnesota. In 1861, Red Cloud was in 
what is now Wyoming and, although a 
chief, had not started his campaign to rid 
his land of encroaching whites. It was not 


until 1863 that he was heard from and in 
that year he was well on his way trying to 
defend indian land from white settlers and 
gold seekers. According to his grandson 
and present chief, Oliver Red Cloud, 
Chief Red Cloud was never east of the 
Missouri River. I can only guess that after 
the burning of New Ulm the Burnham 
family moved west to Wyoming and was 
involved in the Red Cloud War of later 
years. 

“The killing of hundreds of women and 
children” was stated next. You fail to 
mention the harsh retaliation taken 
against the Sioux after the war was over. 
You fail to mention the misery, starvation 
and death which fell upon those Sioux 
survivors unlucky enough to have lived 
through it. 

Majors Arvidson and Downey did not 
do much research into this part of their 
story or they would have found out that 
Little Wolf was one of the leaders in this 
uprising. But since it was such an insignifi¬ 
cant part of the overall story I guess some 
people will overlook it and forget it. I 
think all untruths, however insignificant, 
should be straightened out. 

White Eyes, Oglala Sioux 
Ex-Paratrooper, 82nd Airborne 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 

We agree. Thanks for letting us know 
your side of the story.—The Eds. 


UNIVES T by Garth 


Designed for Law/ Enforcement 

$39.95 

The most practical 
comfortable way to 
carry a gun. Uni-Vest 
fits revolvers & autos 
with 2” to 6 V 2 ” barrels 
in three specially 
designed holster 
pockets. No need to 
ever buy another 
holster. Uni-Vest also 
has a two magazine 
pocket, which opens to 
accommodate loose 
ammo. Heavy weight 
blue denim. Sizes S-M- 
L-XL. Specify right or 
left haiidec. $5.00 deposit on CODs. Stamped 
envelraprbrings literature. 


GARTH COMPANY 

P.Q. Bo* Haw, Tampa, Florida 33690 


THE COBRA SHEATH 

AVAILIBLE FOR ANY KNIFE, THE "COBRA" 
CUSTOM MADE NYLON ANKLE SHEATH IS 
SHOWN HERE WITH THE CLASSIC MK1 
GERBER BOOT KNIFE.... 



TO ORDER: 

ng of 

§17.9 


Send outline 


with $17*95 plus $1.50 
Post, h Insurance TO: 

WEBBING INC. 

2601 N. Tiosper Dr. 
Okla.City, OK.73161 


SEND $1.00 (REFUNDABLE) FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 
& DETAIL INFORMATION ON THE "COBRA" SYSTEM 
OF KNIFE SHEATHS, CUSTOM ANKLE HOLSTERS, AMMO 
BELTS & BANDILIERS, S.W.A.T. GEAR AND OTHER 

?Ko |J e.6Atonal Eqa^pmznt \{ok PA.o n r £44*tcma£<&.. . 


AVAILIBLE FROM: 


WEBBING INC. 


& Sporting use. 
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S PECIAL FORCES 
SLIP ... 

Sirs: 

Just received the April SOF and as 
usual, it’s great. 

Have one comment: in the review of 
James Ladd’s book on page 90, Dennis 
Martin refers to “World War II’s Special 
Forces.” There were no U.S. Army 
Special Forces until the summer of 1952, 
when the old 10th Group was activated 
here at Ft. Bragg. The unit he refers to 
was the First Special Service Force, a 
Canadian-American volunteer unit form¬ 
ed at Ft. William Henry Harrison, near 
Helena, Montana, in 1942. As the com¬ 
mand historian, I am sure of my facts, 
and many Berets will catch this error in 
the author’s research. 

Sincerely, 

Bev Lindsey, 

Fayetteville, North Carolina 
And we should have caught the error 
before printing it. Thans for your assist , 
Bev.—The Eds. 

B ook address 

CORRECTION ... 

In our review of Simon Murray’s 
Legionnaire (SOF, September ’79) we in¬ 
advertently gave an incorrect address for 
the publisher. To order the book directly, 
write to New York Times Books, care of 
Harper and Row, 10 E. 53rd St., New 
York, NY 10022. 



• Magazine capacity: 18 rounds 

• Only 4 movable operating parts—ensures 
shooting accuracy and absolute reliability 

• Sights are based on light and shadow 
effect—aiming is possible even under 
unfavourable lighting and visibility conditions 

• Calibre 9mm x 19 (Para) 

AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 


HECKLER & KOCH, me. 


933 N. KEMMOAE ST.. SUITE ZtB 
ARUNGTON, VIRGINIA 22201 • (703)525-3162 


H & K’s VP70Z 9mm SELF-LOADING PISTOL 

Accurate.. .Reliable... 
And Available Now! 


Write for our 20-pg. catalog of new and exciting H & K weapons, include $2.00 for postage and handling. 



/ The 

Aims- 

tricks 


SEND $5.50 TO: 

LUPI 

BOX 1421, DEPT SOF-4 
MOBILE, AL 36601 


of the 


P.O. 



Das Ufehrmachts Feldmesser! ^ 



Crafted in double-strength stainless steel by Victorinox of Switzerland. 


An exceptional 


utility knife, at an 
extraordinary 
low price! 


Reg. $14.95 


When the West German Army specified a lightweight, yet 
rugged utility knife, they turned to the skilled Swiss craftsmen 
of Victorinox; designer and manufacturer of the world- 
famous Swiss Army knife. Like the Swiss Army knife, the 
“Feldmesser" has a fail-safe, heavy nickel folding mech¬ 
anism that holds the blades firmly 

The blades are precisely machined from extra- 
thick, specially strengthened stainless steel, Mr 
engraved with the "Rostfrei" legend. Meaning 
they won’t rust or corrode. Ever. 

The main blade has a long-lasting, super¬ 
sharp edge, and measures 7 V 2 " from blade 
tip to handle tip- Its companion utility 
blade features a screwdriver, bottle open¬ 
er, cap lifter and, unique to this versatile i . 
knife design, a double-cut rip saw that * 
slashes through the thickest rope with ease. 

Both blades are encased in asuregrip, non- 
corrosive handle that has a reinforced 
opening for thong or chain. These 
fine knives, part of a limited Swiss 
production overrun, with embossed 
Swiss emblem, have never been used and are 
packed in original containers. 

Act now! At the low $7.95 price, they won’t last 
long, and you can order extras, for gifts or friends 
and save even more. Two for $15.00, three for $21.00! 

Clip the coupon and send it today! 


• Cap lifter 

• Bottle opener 

• 4" suregrip handle 

• Rustproof stainless steel blade 

• Long-lasting edge 



I 

I 


YES I want to take advantage 
of the Victorinox knife offer 
Please send me. 

□ One “Feldmesser" @ $7.95 

□ Two for $15.00 

□ Three for $21.00 
_Additional @ $7.00 ea 


Mail to: FELDMESSER, 308 East 18th St., Suite 3A, N.Y., N.Y. 10003 

I enclose S_total, including 7§C postage' and handling for each 

knife ordered, plus state tax where applicable, in check or money order. 


Name _ 

Address_ 

City -- State & Zip 

_ Allow 4-5 weeks foi deliv^ty 



I 
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HIG-COAT 

A SUPER RUST iNHITING COMPOUND 

Will provide a flat Grey-Black NON-REFLEC- 
TIVE rib down the top of the barrel and sight 
of your stainless steel piece. When properly 
applied, this product will not chip, peel or rub 
off (with normal use). MG COAT is hot a 
paint, it is a rust inhibiting compound that 
must be baked on and will penetrate the pores 
of the metal. MG COAT has been used by mil- 
itary gun collectors for years for touch-up or 
total refinish. The only way to remove this 
protective coating is to sand blast it off. Acids 
will not touch jt, neither will alkalines or 
epoxy paint remover. In (FTM 1S1 A) accel¬ 
erated salt spray (FOG) testing on cold rolled 
steel test panels, NO CORROSION appeared 
after 30 year marine atmosphere exposure 
equivalent. 

Customers use it on tools, camera parts, 
knives, camp gear, motorcycle exhaust pipes 
and engine parts. The newest one being the 
black rib on stainless hand guns, like the 45 
auto or some of the Dbl. action 357 mags. To 
apply, tape the sides of the slide or barrel, 
leaving the top of the barrel and frame on re¬ 
volvers exposed, sand blast this area to make a 
matte surface. Warm the gun, spray the light 
fog passes of coating and bake at 300° for 1 
hour. 

LET YOUR IMAGINATION RUN WILD 

Anything that you want to eliminate reflec¬ 
tion, rust or gall from and can be baked at a 
minimum temperature of 250°for 1 1/2 hours 
can be treated. TRY IT - YOU WILL LIKE 
IT. 

Send S.A.S.E. for info.- or -$6.50 and we will 
send post paid, in the 48 states. Add $1.00 
for delivery outside the 48 states If you are 
interested In accessories and parts for the 
AR15, request our products list. 

LOCK STOCK'N BARREL 
208 Anderson Dr., Prescott, Az. 86301 


GUARD 
AND 
ATTACK 
TRAINING 

Train your K-! 
aggressively, to guard and 
attack on your command. 

This 8-track tape and picture 
manual give you the profes¬ 
sional training techniques to 
make your dog a Man 
Stopper. Don’t waste your 
dog by leaving him untrained. 

Just send check or money order 
for $16.95 to: 

B & M Enterprises, P.O. Box 3303A 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26101 



P ROFESSIONAL 

TRAINING NEEDED ... 

Sirs: 

Your magazine is great, from beginning 
to end. The newspapers would never carry 
some of the articles you do. I just finished 
reading the August issue from cover to 
cover and especially liked “Danger in the 
Night” by Daryl Tucker. I had been 
thinking about going to Rhodesia for 
months. I decided I do not have enough 
experience in the handling of arms, and I 
have no combat experience. I am con¬ 
sidering joining the U.S.M.C. for the ex¬ 
perience, because I believe I would only be 
a hindrance, not a help, to Rhodesia. 

Sincerely, 

Steven M. Brafford 
Waukesha, Wisconsin 


M -60 PHOTO 

REVERSED ... 

Sirs: 

I just received my August SOF and 
while looking through the article, “Rattle 
Battle,” I couldn’t help but notice the 
picture on page 33. You show an M-60 
machine gun with a right-hand feed. I 
have been working with weapons in the 
Army for about Five years and have never 
seen or heard of an M-60 with a right- 
hand feed. You clearly printed the picture 
backwards. You can tell by the man in the 
Field jacket. First, a field jacket snaps left 
over right, not right over left as shown in 
the picture. Second, the First-aid pouch is 
worn on the left side, not the right. 

Keep up the good work, 

William S. West 
APO, New York, New York 
Thanks for catching this photo reversal. 

— The Eds . 


Continued on page 86 


: Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your office or home. Connects I 
between any cassette or tape recorder and your telephone orl 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered ! 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when| 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. Transmits up to 'A milel 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.)l 
Call (305) 725-1000 or send $18.95 + $1.00 shipping per item I 
to USI Corp., P.O. Box T- 2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. COD’s I 
accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and other] 
specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


size leu" 

Each 

$18.95 

Oty. Disc Avail. 


^size 2”x3"xV^ 


m\i\ 

Continued from page 25 

bat Model .45 auto. In response to the let¬ 
ters and phone calls I have received about 
the “Wildey” pistol — they were not at 
the show nor did anyone I talked with 
know anything of their status. 

Nobody realizes better than I produc¬ 
tion problems in tooling for new hand¬ 
guns or their accessories. There have been 
half a dozen allegedly “new” handguns 
announced in the past two years as slated 
for production. I would like to see a few 
production models off the line before all 
the marketing hoopla. I know we have to 
test the market to satisfy the whims of 
bankers or investors, but whatever hap¬ 
pened to tradition and integrity? These 
statements don’t include the small custom 
shop with few employees, offering custom 
guns and quality accessories. These guys 
are usually good. That’s why the six- 
months-to-a-year wait. They don’t com¬ 
promise quality for production. I speak of 
the characters who display a prototype 
and take orders for six-month delivery, 
then run around the next year trying to 
find somebody to do their tooling and in¬ 
vestment casting. 



Urban guerrilla war and 
nuclear terror in Amer¬ 
ica in the 1980’s . . . 

Earl Turner and his 
THE TURNEB DIARIES fellow patriots In 
the Organization are 
forced underground 
when the U.S.gov¬ 
ernment bans the 
private possession 
of firearms and sta¬ 
ges the mass Gun 
Raids to round up 
suspected gun own¬ 
ers. The hated E- 
quality Police begin 
hunting them down, 
but the OrganIza- 
tionfightsbackwith 
acampaign of sabo¬ 
tage and assassina¬ 
tion. The Ingenuity 
and boldness of 
Turner and his comrades in devising and 
executing new methods of guerrilla war lead to 
a climax of cataclysmic Intensity and world¬ 
wide scope. The Turner Diaries is a book unlike 
any you’ve ever read! Illustrated, 315 pages. 

Author Andrew Macdonald is a 
nuclear physicist and an expert in 
improvised munitions, terrorist gad¬ 
gets, and military/industrial sabo¬ 
tage. His descriptions of devices and 
techniques are graphic and detailed. 
His scenario is terrifyingly realistic. 

THE TURNER DIARIES.$4.95 

(Add 50 cents for postage to your remittance.) 

National Alliance Books, Dept S, 
Box 3535, Washington, DC 20007 
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,s>ieturic 
®toeecfte§ 

iWfrttclice 

"l^ittlcSonno 

Dear Clients and Friends: j 


Dear Clients and Friends: 

Your many inquiries and requests tor taped 
presentations have encouraged us to add a tape 
cassette section to our list of available items. We 
now oiler 3 categories of taped presentation 

(1) Gorman choir, folk and marching songs and 
music o( the Third Reich era, long acknowledged 
by experls as an exciting high-point in modern 
European musical development—inspiring and 
nourishing food lor tha Aryan soul. 

(2) German-language programs from tha World 
War It ara; uniquo and invaluabla documents in 
living sound. Hear the actual voices of Millar. 
Goebbels. GOring and other great men of history 
as they speak to Germany and to tha entire world 
on such crucial mailers as the Versailles Treaty, 
the unification of Germany and Austria, the 
Nurnberg Party Rallies, the Polish crisis, the 
outbreak of World War II and the Battle of 
Stalingrad Hear these men of history as thay 
ware making history, and hear them without the 
annoying comments of Allied propagandists 
Originally restricted by government agencies to a 
small group of specially-authorized listeners. 
Samisdat now makes these vital moments of 
history available to you. 

The originals of these recordings are from 40 to 
$0 years old and their quality Is sometimes 
reduced by the sound reproduction equipmenl of 
the time or by shonwave interference. For this 
reason we hey# indicated the quality of each 
recording with asterisks. •*" = very good; 

= good, and ” = satisfactory 

(3) Famous lectures in English and German by 
the noted author, artist and social commentator, 
Chnstot Friedrich, recorded from five interviews, 
talks and debates broadcast over international 
radio and TV networks. Mr. Friedrich is noted for 
his insightful and hard-hitting statements on 
subiects as apparently diverse as flying saucers, 
modern art, race, politics and international 
affairs. Hear him put it all together and listen to 
nis opponents as they lose their composure and 
begin to rave and rant An audio treat tor 
Knowledgeable thinkers. 

All orders must be prepaid by International 
Money Order in US dollars or in cash Cash 
should be senl by registered or certified mail to 
avoid losses Please write your order and address 
clearly and enclose sufficient payment to cover 
postage Our cassettes are of three types 

C-60 (one full hour! 

US. 3600 or DM 13 00 + Postage 
C-90 (1-1/2 hogist 

US. ItO00 or 0M 18 00 + Postage 
C-120 (2 full hours! 

U S $15 00 or OM 28 00 + Postage 

Please include US SI 00 or DM 2 00 per tape 
cassatte (or overseas airmail postage 

1. MUSIC OF THE THIRD REICH No. 1. (C60*”>. 
Horst Wesaet Lied. BadenwallarMarech Es Pfeltt 
Von Allen Dftchent. in Dem Kampl um die Helmat. 
Aus Tlefster Deutacher Not Herauc Blau* 
Jungens Marsch. Pritenllarmar»ch der 
Krlegsmarfne. Luftechuu Lied. Fflegerkamereden 
Deutaches FreOtefHlted. Junkers 88 Marschlled 
Wlr Halten Treu Zu Dir. Junkers-Mersch. Hermann 
Ganng Marsch. Hell Hitler Dir. Hekenkreurfahnen. 
Aii Die Gokj'ne Abendsonne. Deutschland Lied. 
Die Fahne Hoch. 

2. MUSIC OF THE THIRD REICH No. 2. (CB0'”>. 
Marsch der Deutschland In Poltn. Wlr Fahrsn 
Gsgsn Engeland Merech dar 80.000,000 Wlr 
Kommen Wlsder Gsgsn Britan und Freruosen 
Das Frankrstch Llsd. ftomben aul Engsland Ads, 
Polsnland. U.Boot 47. Wlr Fllsgsn Gsgsn 
Engsland. Heut' Stechen wir Ins Blau# Mser. Ich 
bin sin Deutacher Mat rose Unser Rommel Dss 
Deutsche Korp In Afrfka Hall Kllngt sin Usd 
Vorwirts nach Oaten. Der Treu Feldsoldat. So 
Kimpft nur Unser# Infintsris. Bomban Fllsgsr 
d#r Lsglon Condor. Psrsds Marsch der Legion 
Condor. 

3- MUSIC OF THE THIRD REICH No 3. (CM'*’). 
Diippelar Schanzan Sturmmarech. Wohisut 
Kamsrsden. Dsfllisr Marsch. Schwarzbraun 1st die 
Hasslnuss. Bayrlscher DetHisrmarsch. Auf dsr 
Lunsnburgsr Held* Regiments Marach 55 Das 
Llabsn Brlngt Gross Fraud. Prsssntisrmarsch 
Psppsnhslmsr Msrsch Prtnz Eugsn Regimental 
Marsch Vom Bsrrstts Schwankt die Fedar (Psnisr 
Korpsi Deutschland Ruhm Westerwatd 
Marschlled Parsdemartch Regimental Nummsr 
Marsch aua dar Zeit Friedrichs dss Grotssn Ein 
Haller und sin Bslzsn Unssie Garda Dla 
Gsdanksn Sind Frsl. Badanwsilsr Marsch (Hitlark 
FavoutsIRaglmentai Nummsr Alt die Gold nt 
Abendsonne In Tiaue Fast Wir Sind dst Geysrt 
Schwaae Haulsn Musa )’ Dsnn Slsigsr Marsch 


SONGS AND MARCHES OF THE 
KRIEGSMARINE {C60■ ■) Haul Gahi as an Bord 
Frisch Vorin Aul Wiedersshsn Maris Median 
Flaggsn auf Vollmsst Ritter dar Nordssa Uns ra 
Marina Wlnde Wahn Marina Polka Prim Eugen 
Marsch Dsr Seewlnd Pfslft Dar Kadattansmarsch 
Wart• Mein Medal Ich Oenk an Dich Mem 
Deutsches Made! FreundschalttMsgge Lasst 
Wehen die Fahnen Schernhorst Marsch Haul 
Stschan wit Ins Blaue Meer Gneisensu Marsch 
.Kemeraden aul Sea Falkland Marsch Blaue 
ung s 

'5. MARCHES AND SONGS OF THE LUHWAFFt 
(C60*"‘) Luftwaften Parade Junkers 99 Lied 
Aufwarls Zur Sonna Bomban aul Engeland 
Luftsport Voran Rot Schelnt die Sonna Diutschar 
Fllegermarsch Oar Bombentllsgsrmsrsch Gral 
Zeppelin Marsch Lied der Junkers Ftug und 
Motorenwerke Prlnz Mat Brigade Flieger Empor 
Hermann Goring Marsch Flieger Stnd Sieger 
Deutacher Adlsr Sluke Lied Plloienmarsch Es 
Blltzsn die Stahlsrnan Schwmgan Flieger 
Fanfare 

6. WERMACHT (C80'”), Victory Fenfata 
Wslehael und Warthe Roiamine Gagen Britan 
und Franzoaen Dar Tod In Flandern Lied dar 
Panfargranadiara Atlan Voran Parislar 
Elnzugimarsch Slag Hall Viktoria Unser 
Rommel Wlr Slurmen dan Siege entgegen Von 
Finnfand bit zum Schwarzan Maar Lied dar 
Panzargruppa Klalai Dar Treu Feldsoldat So 
Kimpft nur unsers Inlenlerle Deutschland Lied 
Lisa Lies. Lora-Lora. 

7 BATTLE SONGS AND MARCHES OF THE 
THIRD REICH (C60* * *). Marach dar Deutschland 
In Poisn. Wir Fshran Gsgsn Engeland Bomban 
sut Engsland Ada. Polsnland U Bool 47 Haul' 
Stechen wlr Ins blaue Maar Ich bln aln Dsulachar 
Matrose Von Flnnland bll zum Schwaaan Maar 
Dar Trsue Faldeoldal. Bombanlliagar Legion 
Condor. Haul' Gahi as an Bord Marls Hsian 
Marach dar Lsibstandarl# A doll Hitler. Lied der 
Paruergrenadlere Es 1st so schdn Soldi! zu sain 
Torpedo lost Erika Marach Tachlnglt Bumlnlara 
Gafkilt dir mains grpne Tracm Main Schlealerland 

I. THE REICHSTAG DECLARATION OF WAR 
(CM****). On September the 1st, 1939, Adolf 
Hitler in tha world's most famous speech 
addressed the hurriedly-convened Reichstag and 
declared war on Poland, giving his reasons for 
doing so. This speech that plunged the world mio 
the bloodbath of the 2nd World War is translated 
throughout its entirety by English-speaking 
commentators of the time without detracting 
from the Fohrer's speech, the roars of approval of 
the Reichstag deputies or the impromptu singing 
of The Horst Weasel Song 

9. GERMANY CALLING (C60”9”*). William 
Joyce — Lord Haw-Haw. Traitor or man of vision? 
Draw your own conclusions after listening to this 
very rere recording ol two speeches mede to the 
British people, one ol which la hie last speech 
and drew# the attention of tha British people that 
their war against Germany will result In Britain's 
eventual defeat by Bolshevism. On side two, a 
songs of the period broadcast mad# by an 
American who delected to I he German aide and 
other German songs of the period. 

10. TRIUMPH OF THE WILL ( 090 **> This is 
THE original soundtrack of the greatest 
propaganda film of ALL time It is the most 
sought after recording that exists and. when you 
listen to it, you will know why It records the 6th 
Party Congress helo at Nuremburg Listen to the 
enthusiasm of nearly ONE MILLION participants 

180,000 Political Leaders 88,000 SA men 
12,000 S.S. men, 52.000 Labour Service men. 
200,000 Hitler Youth/B 0 M 120.000 Party rank 
and file. 9.000 additional police for crowd and 
traffic control and 350,000 German citizens 
Two hours of unbridled enthusiasm, marches 
fanfares and speeches by Rudolf Hess, Adoll 
Wagner. AJtred Rosenberg, Otlo Dietrich, Fritz 
Todt. Fritz Reinhardt, Julius Stretcher, Robert 
Ley, Hans Frank. Joseph Goebbels and of course. 
Adolf Hiller 

II. STUKA PILOT (C120* * *). Hans Rude! was 
Nazi Germany's most decorated air ace of the 
2nd World War. In 2.530 operaltonal flights, he 
destroyed 500 Russian tanks and one Russian 
bettleahip. Hla aircraft (a Stuka) was shot down 
near Leningrad and it resulted in one of the 
world s most hair-raising escapes and throughout 
this 2 hour tape, tha listener is held epell-bound 
by himself and with background music and sound 
effects added 

12. AOOIF HITLER SPEAKS 1 (C120””). On the 
26th of September, 1938. Adolf Hitler spoke to 
□ne ot the world s biggest rallies at the Berlin 
Sportspalast Speech by Hitler on the Czech 
crisis Rally opened by Dr Joseph Goebbels Side 
2 Conclusion Smgmg marches, etc PLUS 
‘Deutschland Erwacha', extract from radio 
broadcast ot the ceremony m the Potsdam 
Garrison Church 21st March, 1933 Das Horst 
Wesaal Lied. 

13. ADOLF HITLER SPEAKS 2 (Cl20””). Side 1 
Adoit Hitler Speech m the German Reichstag. 
20th February, J938 Side 2 Adoll Hitler Part cl 
speech in the Berlin Sportspalast, 30lh January 
1941 (2) Adoll Hitler Complete last broadcast 
from Fuhrer Hauptquartier, 30lh January. 1945 (3) 
Songs ol the S A Der Fiihrar Rult. S.A. Voran. 
Erfcsen Mit Speck Flamme Empor Hymns der 
Arbeit. Eln Mann — Ein Vorl Ea Gahi umt 
Vatarland Was Uns're Viter Schutan. Kraft Durch 
Frauds. S A Slag Hail. 


14 ADOLF HITLER SPEAKS 3(C120**”). A real 
gem ol a recording tor content Side i Adolf 
Hitler addresses a mass rally at the Berlin 
Sportspalast on the 10th February, t933 Side 2 
Hitler s speech to the German Reichstag. 23rd 
March, t933 (Note Hitlers speech is preceded 
by a speech by the leader of the Social 
Democratic Party (2) Full recording ol the 
ceremony at the funeral ot President Von 
Htndenburg (3) An excellent selection of Naii 
songs and marches 

15. THE TRUTH ABOUT GERMANY <C120””). 
jack Briggs, a young Londoner first visited 
Germany as part ot the forces of occupation m 
1919 After demot ne became a frequent visitor 
to Germany and travelled between the two 
countries. Britain and Germany, throughout the 
period ot Hitler's rise lo power and noted its 
effects on Germany immediately after World War 
2 ended, he visited Germany again and tor two 
extremely interesting hours, he gives his 
impressions of the REAL GERMANY that the 
British people have never been told about Here 
is an unprejudiced account that will do more than 
explode a myth or two lor the listener with an 
open mind 

15 DAS DEUTSCHE VOLKSKONZERT (CM””). 
Original recordings of popular German Wartime 
concerts given over tha German radio for the 
German Armed Forces and their families Alt the 
tops ot the period including tha legendary Lale 
Anderson A must for the collector of historical 
material. 

t7. SONGS OF THE BROWNSHIRTS 1 <C80””). 
Deutschland Hclilgas Deutschland. Dar Fiihrar 
Ruft. S.A. Vorin Di* Watt Gehfrf dsn Fuhrenden 
Soidalan sind Immer Soldaten. Dar 
Slalgarmarach. Erika. Durch Groseberlln 
Marschlaran Wlr. Das Hitler Adlar Batcillon 
Erbsen mil Speck FLsmme Empor! Die Brcunen 
und Schwaaan Huesran. Hymns dar Arbeit. Eln 
Menn — Ein Wort El Gehl urns Vatarland Wenn 
die S.S. und dia S A. Autmarschiart Was Uns re 
Vatsr Schufen. Kraft Durch Freuds Hakenkreuz- 
fahnan. S.A. Slag Hail 

18. SONGS OF THE BROWNSHIRTS 2 (C60* 
Deutschland Erwacha Horst Weasel Lied. Flieg. 
Deutsche Fahne Flieg. S.A Muschiert Wir 
Kamplen fur Ehre Es Ziltarr die Morschen 
Knochen. Die Deutsche Arbeitslront Martchiert 
Es Ptsift von Allen Dachern Bruder in Zechen 
und Gruben. Deutschland Voran tch Halt Einen 
Kamaradsn Dss Regiment von Hitter Volk ans 
Gawehr Lisa-Lisa Annemaria wo gahi die Raise 
hin? Die Breune Kompanie Lore-Lore Markische 
Heide. Deutschland Lied. 

19. EIN REICH. EIN VOLK. EIN FUHRER 
(C60””|. The Third Retcn m sound films ana 
extracts from liims made during me Truro Reich 

20. BLACKSHIRT AND BROWNSHIRT STORM 
TROOPER SONGS AND MARCHES <C90””). A 
brilliant reproduction ot the marenes and songs 
of the Blackshirt and Brownsnirt legions ot the 
Third Reich These include Signal Trumpeter 
March, BrownsMrt Regimental Band Sturm Hoist 
Wascal, Marching in Greater Berlin, Swastika 
Flag. The Fiihrar caili his Stormtioopers 
Swastika on (he Helmet ol Steel Band ol tha 
Erturdt Brigade with choir. Belonging to Hitler — 
Bodyguerd band of Adolf Hitter. Brothers in 
Factories, farms and mines. Hitler Youth Songs. 
Hstl Germany — Tha Brownshirt Band The Horst 
Weesel Song sung by Hitler s bodyguard 
Leibstandarte In the East we aie now Marching. 
Gold end Sliver. In tha Fight for Germany, We Are 
The Flghlen Irom the N.S.O A P The Golden 
Evening Sun plus many others making up a (Otar 
ot one and a half hours ot history broughi alive 
with full Coproduction brilliance One ol the most 
popular tapes 

21. REICHSARBEITSOIENST. (C120””)- Here is 
a comprehensive recording of ceremonies, songs 
and speeches surrounding the National Socialist 
Labor Service Also included is a very rare 
excerpt from the 1935 Party Oay Rally at 
Nuremberg Batt'e marches include Blinkende 
Spann — Haitlges Fauar, Grussel dia Fahnan, 
Qolt Sagne dia Arbait, Wir Tragen aas Vatarland, 
Ea Zitlarn dia Morschen Knochan and many 
more PLUS a rare recording of actual combat 
made aboard a German U-boat as it engages a 
British armed merchant ship 

22. DIE HITLER JUGEND (C6£T”*). Major 
speeches and events of ihe Hitler Youth Rallies, 
songs and speeches by Hitler. Baldur von 
Schirach, etc A thoroughly interesting recording' 
that shouldn't be missed 

23. DER ZWCITE WELTKRlEQ. Documentary 

recording ot original Hitler war speeches. (dms, 
songs Ribbentrop. Goebbels. radio, ate 
(C90””J. 

24. DAS DRITTE REICH (THE THIRD REICH) 

(CW”). Major speeches, Hitler, Goebbels, etc . 
events broadcasts, rallies during the 3rd Reich 
25 JOSEPH GOEB6ELS/HERMANN GORING. 
(C3Q””). Their major speeches during the 3<d 
Raich era Side t Dr Goebbels Side 2 Hermann 
Gdring 

29. PER ITALIA - PERIL DUCE (C80* * * ’). 
Songs and Marches ol Fascist Italy Inno di 
Garibaldi. II Teatamento. Dove sei Sitto. La 
Dampens da S. Glusto Glovanl Fascistl. Rataplert 
Dalle Vitlorla La Rltlrata Cemerata Richard 
Bxtlagllonl M Lilli Marten Fieri Alpfnl. Inno a 
Pom* rIschia (I Sasso. Flgll Dalle Lupa. La 
Legganda dal Pltve O Dio dal Clefo La Panne 
Nera Ti Saluto vado In Ablteinla. Canto dalla 
VUtoria Regglmsnto San Marco Clao Blondlne 
Giovineu* 


28 BEAUTIFUL NAZI MARCHES AND SONGS 
No 1 (C90””) Side i Badenwe ler Marsch 
MuSikkorps S S Standarte 42 Flensburg 
Daulschlind Erwacha S A Standarte XI! Sturm 
Horst wessei 67/5 with chou In dam Kempfe um 
dia Haimat S A Standarte XI! Sturm Horst 
Wessei 67/5 with choir Durch Grose Berlin 
Msrschtertn wir S S Sturmbann XII Untergruppe 
Ost Berlin Mirkfache Helds, Wir Sind das Hear 
vom Hakenkreuz SA Standarte 1 Maikowskv 

29. EXCEPTIONAL NAZI SONGS AND MARCHES. 
(C90* ”*) Side 1 Vom Barretts Schweng dia 
f ader. Wlr Sind dee Gayars: Jungvolkmusikzug u. 
choir Kialna Monika. Roeamarle. 
Reichsmusikzug des RAO Argonnerwald. 
Musikkorps 3 Battl.9 Iniantene Regts With chon. 

Ltg. Berdien Lied etner Kriegabertchter Kompanie: 

30. DA GOEBBELS AND THE THIRD REICH 
(C90””).Side 1 Wir Tragen dan Sllbemen Adler 
am Rock. 2. Or Goebbels His last tragic 
broadcast to the German people before the fall of 
the Third Reich to the allies 19th April, 1945 
Deutschland Erwacha! Aus Tleftler Not (From 
Daapast Distress). Sleg Kail du Deutsche! 
Vatarland. Oat Oatmark Lied. Egarlindar 
Marschlled. Side 2. Dr. Goebbels opens the huge 
1932 Rally m the Berlin Sportspalast 2 Votk ana 
Qewettr. (S S. Standarte 42). Horat Weasel Lied. 

31. HITLER AND GOEBBELS SPEAK (C90””). 
Side 1 1 Stormtrooper songs Brtider In Zechen 
und Grnben (Brothers in Factories and Mines). 
Flieg, deutaehe Fahne, Flieg (Fly German banner, 
fly). Deutschland Voran (Germany Forward). 2 
Oay of National Labor (30th April 1st May 1933) 

May night of Hitler Youth and League of German 
Girls in the Rosstrappa and Hexentanplatz, Han 
Speech by the Hitler Youth Leader. Baldm von 
Schirach Songs include Die Jugand Marxchlert. 
Flamme Empor, Vom Barrette tchwang die Fedar 
Song of the Panzer Korps) Wlr slnd das Hear vom 
Hakenkreuz (Wt «r« the Army ol the Swastika). 

38. A GERMAN DEBATES THE ARAB-ISRAELI 
DISPUTE! (C120*' ”V Listen to this blow by-blow 
replay of (he moat incredible taikshow ever 
br odd cast in Canada- The presentation culminates 
In • telephone call which was broadcast over the 
•Jr advocating the murder of Christof Friedrich) 

39. ANTI-GERMAN PROPAGANDA <C120””). 
Radio and TV appearances by Christof Friedrich 
in defense of truth and justice regarding the 
current campaign of slander and vilification 
which is being directed against Germans an<r 
Germany in ihe media ot mtormaticn, 
entertainment and education. Christof Friedrich 
exposes the haters 

37. GERMAN JEWISH DIALOG (C120-L 

Christof Fnednch interviews Benjamin Freedman, 
the brilliant Jewish scholar and convert to 
Christianity who reveals for the first time to the 
world his secret meetings with President John F. 
Kennedy and General Douglas MacArthur 
regarding fh* Jewish Ouestion. Learn from a key 
behmd-the scenes participant how. when and 
where (he Rothschilds swindled America into 
World Wai II 

All orders must be prepaid by International 
Money Order m U S dollars or in cash Cash 
should be sent by registered or certified mail lo 
avoid losses. Please write your order and address 
clearly and enclose sufficient payment to cover 
posUge Our cassettes are of three types 
C-60 (one full hour) 

US 3600 or 0M 13 00 + Postage 
C-90 (1-1/2 hours) 

US $13 00 or DM 18 00 ♦ Postage 
C-t20 (2 full hours) 

US 315OC or DM 2800 + Postage 
Please include US $1.00 or OM 2 00 per tape 
cassette tor overseas airman postage 

Dealer inquiries invited. 

Please send me the cassette, 
tapes l have checked off O' 
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SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 
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STATE ZIP 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 
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TO ORDER: 

CALL TOLL FREE ANY TIME! 

Use ® or ST (800) 824-7888 
(In Calif. (800) 852-7777) 

Ask for Operator 83. 


$12.50 


Or wrfte: 


T he/4NITECompany 

P.O. BOX 375, PINOLE, CA 94564 (415) 758 0640 


(Add $1.50 postage or 
$2.50 for RUSH service. 

California residents add 75c sales tax) 


Over 100 photos! 
272 pages 


HEROES contains the details of every combat incident which 
resulted in MEDALS OF HONOR during U.S. involvement in Southeast 
Asia, 1964-1975. The book features the photos of ALL those soldiers 
who lived to receive their medal. 


If you like war stories — REAL war stories — you will enjoy this 
book. The facts of good men fighting, suffering, and often dying are 
not pretty — but war never is. Find out about HEROES. 

An important addition to every military library. 



THE PURSUER 


Don’t be the prey — helpless in 
emergencies! Prove your power 
potential by saving others! 

SEARCH AND RESCUE MAGAZINE 
teaches you the search, survival and 
rescue skills that mean the difference. 
Subscribe now to our quarterly and 
add a super new dimension to your life! 

Mail to: Search and Rescue Magazine 

Box 153 B 

Montrose. CA 91020 USA 


Order now and SAVE up to SI5.00 over 
newstand prices! 

-aS _ 

~ “ □ SAVE $15.00 on a 3 year S30 

subscription, enclosed is $27 
n SAVE S 9.00 on a 2 year S21 

subscription, enclosed is $19 
□ SAVE $ 3J30 on a 1 year $12 

subscription, enclosed is S11 


Name . 
Street. 


^State . 


-Zip.. 




Enclosed is: □ Check. □ VISA, □ Mastercharge 
Card #_____ 

Expiration Date: / 


A ssault rifle 

NOMENCLATURE ... 

I would like to take issue with Chuck 
Taylor's use of some terms employed to 
describe a number of different types of 
military small arms, published in some of 
his recent SOF “Full Auto" columns. 

I wish to emphasize that much of what I 
write will be my own opinion. However, it 
is based on both personal experience and 
intensive reading of background material 
written by some of the world’s leading 
Firearms experts. (A reference source is in¬ 
cluded.) 

Taylor describes an “Assault Rifle” as: 
“A short-barreled carbine of select-fire 
capability, utilizing an intermediate pow¬ 
ered cartridge.” I hold that if this is so, 
then the U.S. M2 carbine of World War II 
and Korean conflict vintage so qualifies. 
Furthermore, that weapon was developed 
more than four years before the Germans’ 
MP44. 

The FN-FAL and G3 have been cham¬ 
bered in 7.92 Kurtz and 7.62X39 and thus 
would meet Taylor's definition of “As¬ 
sault Rifles.” Some of his columns would 
seem to indicate that some FN-FALs are 
“Assault Rifles” and some are not. 

I maintain that the first rifle to be called 
an “Assault Rifle” was the Cei-Rigotti, a 
Firearm of Italian origin designed in 1895 
— 49 years before the MP44. It utilized 
the 6.5mm and 7x57mm cartridges. Those 



ADVENTURERS TELEPHONE 
TEST SET 

Clips on anywhere. 

Monitors phone conversation. 

Undetected while testing. 

Flip switch and place calls. 

Green Plastic — as pictured 
Black Rubber — (Not shown) 

Don’t Leave Home Without it! 

$85.00 Ins. &P.PO. 

Money Orders, Visa & Master 
Charge, Send $1.00 for Catalog 


TEL-TEST 


P.O. Box 278, Butler, Ohio 44822 


7000 VOLTS in the 
in the Palm of Your Hand 

The 

ELECTRIC 
FIST 

Weighs 10Vi oz. Mea¬ 
sures 6% x 2 x 11A 
inches. Cover with 
your hand or hold on 
end. Safety switch. 
Cycolac case for long life. No hazard to user but 
repels largest animals. Made for close work by 
veterinarians. No permit required. An ideal no- 
nonsense defensive weapon. Complete with bat¬ 
teries (two 9-volt alkaline cells). Send check or 
money order or charge yisa or MasterCharge. $29.50 
postapaid. 

BLUE STAR ELECTRIC CO., Dept. SF, 

Box 3042 — Rosedale, Kansas 66103 
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are hardly “intermediately powered’* car¬ 
tridges. And it was capable of select fire. 
The Italians called this weapon an “As¬ 
sault Rifle” because, simply, it was used 
for assaults by mounted troops. This, so 
far as most experts can determine, was the 
first time the term “Assault Rifle” was 
employed. And it describes the way the 
weapon was used in action, not its length, 
caliber, or fire capabilites. 


DAYLIGHT 
ACCURACY 
AT NIGHT 



Self-Luminous Gunsights 

No Batteries 
No Wires • No Bulbs 

See Article In 
May 1979 SOF - P. 36 

For catalog send 50<f to: 

NITE-SITE, INC. 

Box 0, Rosemount, MN 55068 


I think the MP44 Maschinen Pistole 
was designed as a machine pistol — an ex¬ 
tremely short-barreled hand or shoulder 
gun capable of full automatic fire. Some 
evidence indicates that the switch in 
nomenclature to “STG44” was politically 
inspired. 

Please believe that I am not trying to be 
a nitpicker. But I don’t want to chance 
running the risk of losing the literal mean¬ 
ing of terms which we use daily in talking 
and writing about firearms. There is no 
need for those of us who like to shoot to 
become enemies. We have enough ene¬ 
mies who would dearly love to prevent all 
of us from shooting anything, including 
bows and arrows. I merely submit that we 
should all agree upon common termi¬ 
nology. 

Sincerely 
Gil Angelotti 
Arvada, Colorado 

Reference Sources: Brassey’s Infantry 
Weapons of the World, J.I.H. Owen; 
Famous Rifles and Machine Guns, Cor- 
mack, Hobart and Week; Modern Small 
Arms, Maj. Fredrick Myatt, M.C.; Small 
Arms of the World, Edward Clinton 
Ezell; The Sub-Machine Gun, F.W.A. 
Hobart; The Machine Gun and Auto¬ 
matic Weapons Systems, Col. George M. 
Chinn, USMC; Jane's Infantry Weapons . 
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COMING SOON! 

Chopper Rescue in ’Nam 
Soldiers of the Knife 
The V-42 


Today is the day for... 


JAKAL 



ible Edged, Haj 


fpttn F}pteh 
itionMolded Lexan 


SFECIFICATI 

BladeNJ^Vjt. 

Ground 
Spear 

Handle: B^ack, fnj' 

Compound 

Sheath: BlacktTdp Quality Leather; 

Hand Finish^ Nickel Hardware 

Adaptability: Classic |>iip for Boot/Belt 
Carry 

Weight: 5 02 / 

Special Features: Npne Necessary 
Uses: Optional 


To Order Send 49.95 to 

ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 
P.O.Box 10595 -SOF 
Atlanta, Ga. 30326 s . ' 


Dealer Inquiries Are Invited 



THE SOLDIER OF 

FORTUNE STEIN 
This high quality ceramic stein 
bears the official SOF logo. Order 
one for home and one to keep at 
your favorite pub. 

$ 6.25 

Plus .75 Postage and Hanlding. Dept. SF-15 

THE OFFICIAL S.O.F. 

BELT BUCKLE 
Made of zinc aluminum with 
bronze finish. Spin cast in a vul¬ 
canized mold, these are stronger 
than lead based buckles, almost in¬ 
destructible. 

s 6.95 

Plus $1.00 Postage and Handling. Dept. SF-1 

FROM PHOENIX! 

A SPECIAL EDITION SOF patch 
has been a huge success and we 
are passing the benefits on to you! 
See our new price. 

ONLY $ 1 .75 

Plus $.50 Postage and Handling. Dept. SF-13 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


ALLOW 2-4 WEEKS 
DELIVERY TIME 


VISA 

Mastercharge 


P.O. Box 6! 


Bolder, Colo. 80306 
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THE PARALYZER STOPS 
Muggers, Molesters 
and Rapists ... 

YOU CANNOT PURCHASE A SAFER 
STRONGER, MORE EFFECTIVE TEAR 
GAS OR CHEMICAL DEVICE. 



• The "PARALYZER" has 
been editorialized on 
NBC, CBS and ABC 
television, in national 
newspapers and maga¬ 
zines, as a precision 
protective instrument 
that will instantly stop 
even a 300 lb. man up to 
twenty minutes. No 
permanent injury to 
assailant. Has twice 
the strength of competitive 
devices; will not clog. 

• Fits in pocket or 
purse. 

m Fires 50, one-second 
blasts up to a distance 
of 8 feet. 

GET YOUR "PARALYZER" 
Send $4.95 plus $.50 postage 
Our "SPECIAL OFFER" 
three for $13.35. We pay 
shipping. 

Check or Money Order. 

{OHIO RESIDENTS AOO At, SALES TAX) 


(Size 4" x %’*) 


TO: PATCO ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 5006 - DEPT. SF 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45205 



*P'Shirt?sS 




i ^ o \w m 

4 please x 

sp^fu design (Bushmastep 

no. a™ site. . V, 

also available, as 
WxWpo&r-, 

^ pel* T sh'ippy 

DEPT. SF, P.O. BOX 9901, 
w DAYTONA BEACH, FLA. 32020 


SCOTTISH SHOOTER 


Contestant Tommy Morris traveled 
from Scotland to participate in the 
1979 IPSC National matches held 4-7 
July in Park City, Utah. Morris, 39, 
was born and raised in Glasgow, was a 
Royal Marine Commando reservist for 
over six years and spent a short time in 
the airborne territorial army as an 
assault engineer. 

When he was 15, Morris began 
studying martial arts. After about six 
years of judo and unarmed combat 
techniques, Morris felt there was 
something missing regarding his pur¬ 
suit of the martial arts. In 1961, he 
discovered karate. After a couple of 
years of learning from books and prac¬ 
ticing daily, Morris found a karate club 
in Paris run by a fifth degree black belt 
who had just returned from Japan. 
Morris eventually was invited to the 
Paris club to train. By 1965, he earned 
a black belt through the French Karate 
Federation, the first black belt in 
Scotland. 

In April of 1977, Morris completed 
Cooper’s American Pistol Institute. 
Since then, he has been shooting 
whenever he gets time and recently 
shot at the Second Chance shoot in 
Michigan. 

At IPSC Morris placed third in the 
Open Class with an overall score of 
236.349. —N.E. MacDougald 


(See feature article, "The Big One , ’’page 
54 J 


MILITARY TOMAHAWK—$ 7.95 

1 This Authentic Special Issue 
a Throwing Ax was once used for 
Wilderness. Outdoor-Survival. Hand-to-Hand Combat, and 
even Hunting! Now available to you with a Heavily Chrome- 
Plated Head and at "Military Surplus 

i Prices" with Handle of Genuine Hickory. 

Special Collector s Catalog - 52.25 contains selections O 
Historical and Military Equipment Frontier and Wilderness Survival Tools Com 
Oal Knives Tomahawks Throwing Axes Crossbows ana Hunting Items 
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SPECIAL FORCES BOOT KNIFE—$3.98 

The only Knife with the Regular Edge* of a Combat Weapon that can be used 
tor Long Range Throwing A Leather Sheer comas with this Rugged One- 
Piece Ranger Knrfo Designed with Rigid Government Standards tor Unm 
Operating Deep in Guerilla-Infested Jungles Now available to you at * tthrd 
or the coat 


MARK-II CRUSADER $4.95 CUSTOM ISSUE 

Carried by Marines. Paratroopers and Elite Special Strike Units. 
Whether Used to Cut Cords on a Parachute Harness or as a Weapon lor 
Defense in Critical Situations, Crusader is King 1 ' No-Slip Finger-Grip 
Handle with Rugged Back-Lock makes it a Dependable Friend m a Crisis' 
Available as Genuine Issue In Short Supply Only' 


WESTERN AND ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARMS CO. 

Dept W4B P.O.Box 311 Aurora CO80040 


WD? 


EAVESDROPPER STOPPER 

SILENTLY 
INDICATES 
WHETHER 
SOMEONE 
ELSE IS 
LISTENING! 

(9095 


Indicates presence of tapping 
devices. . . if line is busy. . . 
if extension is listening. 



ELIMINATE HOSSIBIi.1 tv 01 
TAf*S OR UNAUTHORIZED 
L1STENEKS-IN ON PHONE 


• Makes your phone secure 

• Prevents interruptions 
and arguments 

• Works whether call is 
being made or received 

• Use it at any location 

• No interference with 
normal operation 

• Works with party lines 

Adjustable for ALL 
telephone installations 

■to MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ■!■■ 
FREE lalivhDTfl jrewawnt*flntf (dWlMllQfV 
d#viC*s utLlatog with pgrchpp* 

5*nd crttai 12 DC !w and 

fcpgjna. jjua todai uiw m 


AMERICAN MAILING, INC. 

DEPT. SFN, P.O. BOX 112 
NYACK, NY 10960 


YOU’RE UNDER SURVEILLANCE!! 

A HOST OF PEOPLE, AGENCIES, AND 
COMPUTERS ARE BUSY SPYING ON YOU 
AND YOUR BUSINESS EVERY DAY, OFTEN 
ILLEGALLY.... 


HOT TO STOP IT OR DO IT BACK! 



A Large Format (8Va” x 11”) Quality Paperback, 240 Pages 

BUGGING J QC 

WIRETAPPING T W 

TAILING ’S# I I ■ POSTPAID 

OPTICAL AND 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 
SURREPTITIOUS ENTRY 
DETECTIVE TECHNIQUES 
WEAPONS 

COUNTERMEASURES 


FREE! With this order. Shoplifting booklet for detectives 
plus other investigative brochures of books & material. 


Ouimtronix 

P.O. Box 548 • Dept 38 
Seattle, WA98111 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 13 

S CHOOLBOY 
BRAVERY ... 

Though wounded and armed with only 
a rifle, 15-year-old Jamie Scott fought off 
a dozen terrorists near Salisbury, saving 
the life of a friend in addition to his own. 
For his heroism, the Salisbury youth be¬ 
came the second person to receive the 
Conspicuous Gallantry Decoration, Rho¬ 
desia’s highest civilian award for bravery. 

Scott and friend Pieter Visser had been 
riding Visser’s motorcycle when they came 
upon 10 to 15 terrs standing in the road. 
After dropping to the ground and taking 
cover behind the bike when the terrs be¬ 
gan firing, Scott was hit twice as Visser 
ran for cover in the bush. Wounded again 
as he joined Visser, Scott’s rifle jammed, 
and while he struggled to clear it, three 
terrorists advanced on them, thinking the 
boys dead or out of ammunition. 


Scott cleared his rifle, then jumped up 
and charged the terrs, firing as he ran. Hit 
again, he pressed his attack until the 
disconcerted terrorists withdrew. Only 
after help arrived did he collapse from 
wounds to the back, thigh, chest and leg. 

Scott’s citation described his actions as 
“an act of the highest gallantry and brave 
conduct of outstanding order.” 


B anks 

on trial ... 

International mercenary recruiter John 
Banks appeared in a London magistrate’s 
court recently to answer charges he 
demanded $250,000 from a Nicaraguan 
Embassy official under threat of death. 

Banks and three others involved with 
him in the extortion attempt were released 
on bail and ordered to surrender their 
passports. 






PAKAM1IJTAHY & WILDERNESS OUTFITTERS 

R O. BOX * 451 ? SCI lAUMBURG. IL 60194 


FM21-76: SURVIVAL, EVASION & ESCAPE The Bible of military survival manuals. 
Compiled by the U.S. Army Special Warfare School, Ft. Bragg. Covers all aspects of 
survival in all climate zones. For use by the individual soldier when things go wrong. 
SURVIVAL: Navigation—by land, water, sun and stars. Hazards—dangerous 
snakes, fish, mammals and plants. How to capture, cook and preserve edible 
plants, mammals and fish. (All illustrated in color.) Shelter making. All aspects of 

cold weather, tropic, sea and desert survival. 
EVASION: Camouflage and concealment, breakout 
and exfiltration, E & E lines. 
ESCAPE: Capture and interrogation— 
what to expect, what to do. The escape plan— 
techniques and roll call cover-up. This is the official 
military document—not a reprint. 6 1 A w x4"; 431 pages; 
122-page appendix detailing plants and animals in color. 

Belongs in every backpack or military library. 
$9.50 postage paid. (Illinois residents please add 45£ sales tax.) 
□ VISA □ MC CARD # __ EXP. DATE_ 



SIGNATURE . 



“...What had happened before was no longer 
important; now only the job ahead mattered. 
The man was well armed for it. His knife had a 
non-glare satin finish; it was handmade of 
440C stainless steel and carried a 4“ double 
edged blade that was fitted into an elegantly 
contoured black micarta handle. The sheath 
was fashioned of black leather and could be 
worn in his boot or at his side in a special 
shoulder harness. He was a professional and 
his knife was a VINDICATOR...” 


The VIN01 CATOR is available lor $48.00: the 
special shoulder harness for S7.50 from: 

ARMAMENT SYSTEMS PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 

P.0. Box 18595 -SOF 



Get the T-Shirts whose slo¬ 
gan Soldier of Fortune re¬ 
fused to print! Send $7.50 
per shirt or $1.00 for cata¬ 
log showing each shirt. 
(Refundable with 1st 
order.) You must state age 
over 18 years old. 

Mail To: 

COCO 

P.O.Box 451, sof 
Cafabasas. Calif. 91302. 



(WKS 


iey JJ ^l 

pare Time # 


Make Money 
; Home in Spare ' 

> Previous Experience Needed 

LEARN GUN/ 
'business REPAIR! 


BE K "GUN PRO”—the man other 
men respect when it comes to guns. 

Your love of guns and shoolingican be the first step toward 
an exciting career. 8e a sales counselor lor a gun shop, 

_____—- sporting goods store, discount 

tsy house. Manage shooting club 
or range. Or start pur own 
business — sell|oFrepair guns. 


We show you how to buy and 
sell guns... customize, repair and 
aecurize them ... fit and finish 
stocks. Learn all about ballistics 
r vnuD I ... black powder... how to 

1 BE iUUK L import guns. 

Sown gun W[ show you how to apply 

EXPERT J FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

ssss** 85 ®**— You may obtain a Federal License to 
\ Mf buy aruJ guns,'ammunition and accessories 

t v while you are still a student at North American. Start 
„ making extra cash almost immediately — order guns for 
- others on cost-plus basis with no investment. 


first lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 


Your friends won’t believe their eyes when they see hew your 
shooting improves. A simple, easy-to-understand chart 

Included in your first lesson gives you new 
accuracy Send for result* of survey shew¬ 
ing employment success of our graduates. 

Write for FREE “Gun Pro Career Kit”! 

Get free booklet packed with information about 
opportunities as a Gun Pro. No Obligation. 
WRITE TODAY No Salesman will Call. 

| "Training for the Future through Home Study" | 

j North American Schoot of Firearms, Dept. RSQBft 



j 4500 Campus Drive, University Pfaza, Newport Beach, CA 


92663* 


(Rush me information telling how I may become a GUN PRO. 

I NAME_ACE_ 

J ADDRESS________ 

|ciTV_STATE.__ZIP_ 
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ds Sold 



WHO KNOWS 
WHAT 
EVIL.. 


NOW AVAILABLE: 

TYPE I - For ,22s & .22 LR 
Mini Derringers - 11.95 
TYPE II - For Small 
Frame Autos: Colt, 
Bauer, etc. - 14.95 
TYPE III-For 
Detective Special, 
Chief, etc. - 19.95 


Prepare yourself 
with Shadow Syste 
ultra-concealable rig for 
mini derringers. The soft 
black leather pocket wraps around 
your ankle, leg, wrist or arm and is held 
securely in place with a Velcro closure. 
You’ll never know you have it on... 

‘till you need it. 


SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 28222-SOF 
ATLANTA, GA. 30328 



*Provo,"Utah offTratBr #720'L* 

VISA/Master Charge CARD orders ONLY: CALL TOLL FREE NOW 24 hrs: 800-824-7883: Calif 80Q-852-7777:AK/Hawaii 800-824-7819. 




B. 


T-SHIRTS 

For 

AMERICAN 

PATRIOTS 


(One who loves his country and 
zealously guards its welfare.) 


$ 6-95 Each 

PL F ASE ADD Si 00 FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
ALLOW 3 4 WEEKS DELIVERY 

Ihe.se T-shirts are 100 (, « pro-shrunk 
cotton. 



ITEM 

SIZE 

QUANTITY 

XL 

L 

M 

S 


A 






B 






C 







Minutemen Associates, Inc. 
P.O. Box 19222 SF-I 
Kansas City, Missouri 


IJSMC 

Continued from page 53 

to breakfast: in posts , stations and ship's 
companies all over the world . ” 

Kim II Sung erred in bringing together 
those 74,000 Marines who composed the 
Corps on 25 June 1950 . He severely an¬ 
noyed them, so much so that they 
slaughtered a sizable portion of his army 
while furnishing the first United Nations 
victories at No Name Ridge, the Pusan 
Perimeter and Naktong Riven 
And their accomplishments at places 
like Inchon, Seoul, Kimpo Airport and 
the epic battle from near the Chosin 
Reservoir to Hungnam while surrounded 
by more than 10 divisions of Chinese 
regulars are now history. 

The question is, will the men of 1018 
respond as did those of their parents’ 
generation? They are different from the 
men in 219, no question about ihat, much 
less hard-bitten, both beforelhey came in 
and after they left Parris Island. Their 
training is very different in many respects, 
some ways vastly better, some ways per¬ 
haps not so tough mentally. 

The answer to the question? Of course 
they will. 

As Sgt. Davis said of 219: “They’ll do 
OK.’’ 



THE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
BINDER 
ONLY $7.95 



(INCLUDES POSTAGE & HANDLING) 


PRESERVE YOUR ISSUES OF SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE IN THIS SPECIALLY DESIGNED, 
ATTRACTIVE BLACK WITH WHITE LOGO. 
SIX-ISSUE BINDER. 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BINDERS 

P.O. BOX 693 

BOULDER. COLORADO 80306 
NAME (PH,Nn _ 


ADDRESS_ 

CITY __ ... __ _ _ _ . — _ 

STATE _ . . . ZIP_ 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED 8_ 

PLEASE ALLOW 30 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 


\ 

J 
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ATTENTION, ADVERTISERS! Starting with the January 1980 issue (Advertisment closing date 18 September), 
classified advertisement rates will change. Personal classifieds for employment and such will cost 254 per word. 
AM other classifieds will cost 504 per word. There is no discount for multiple insertions or prepayment, and all 
advertisements must be paid in full before they will appear. 


REQUIREMENTS 30$ per word per Insertion, including 
name and address — Minimum charge $6.00. Copy must 
be accompanied by remittance. Mail to SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 
Insertion will not be made without payment. We reserve 
the right to delete or change any copy which we deter¬ 
mine to be objectionable. Please type or print all ads. We 
do not furnish proofs. Include name and address In 
counting number of words. Post Office, zip code and 
state, each counts as words. Abbreviations such as A.P., 
20mm, U.S., etc. each counts as one word. Hyphenated 
words are counted as two words. 


CONFIDANT: goes anywhere, does anything (cash only). 
Box 24462. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33307. (27) 

S.W.A.T. ASSOCIATES, an elite group of individuals, im¬ 
mediately available for covert and personal protection 
operations. We're here to stay. Where finances are 
available S.W.A.T. has the capabilities of performing 
functions on a professional basis.. More than 9 yrs. ex¬ 
perience in covert ops, personal protection, special 
forces, investigations, and K-9 training. Personnel in¬ 
clude ek-Green Beret, ex-Ranger, ex-S.W.A.T, Instructor, 
and other competent individuals. You need services. 
You need it done right the first time. Use the profes¬ 
sionals. Use S.W.A.T. Current Passports available. We 
travel internationally. For brochure or services: P.O. Box 
1421, Mobile, AL 36601 or 205-653-7549. (TF) 

K—9’s by DOG SOLDIERS for the SOFer who needs and- 
wants the best. For bodyguard/personal protection 
operations protect your client with a bomb detecting, 
building searching, perimeter guarding K-9. For mere 
operations get a tracker, scout/ambush detecting, guard 
dog. Have your dog trained by the professionals who 
know what you need. Dogs are trained on a custom 
basis. We give you what you need and want. Write or Call 
P.O. Box 1421, Mobile, AL 36601 or 205-653-7549. (TF) 

TRAINING AVAILABLE by S.W.A.T. in the following 
areas: combat hand-gunning techniques, firing from 
moving auto combat firing techniques with assault 
rifle/shotgun, close combat instruction, boobytraps, 
physical and electronic surveillance and the detection 
of, tricks of the trade for personal protection, guerrilla 
warfare techniques, S.W.A.T. tactics, assault, and 
rehearsals. For brochure: P.O. Box 1421, Mobile, AL 
36601 or 205-653-7549. (TF) 

FORMER MERC wants action high-risk dirty work. Ex¬ 
pert smalt arms, automatic weapons, covert operations, 
personal protection. Travel anywhere anytime. All worth¬ 
while contracts followed through. Contact Steiger, P.O. 
Box 131, Lake Bluff, IL 60044, or Steiger 312-566-1300. 
(28) _____ 

UNSUSUAL BOOKS. Silencers, lockpicking, crime, 
potice manuals, bugging and countersurveillance, fake 
ID, survival, unusual and improvised weapons, life exten¬ 
sion, moneymaking opportunities, explosives, self 
defense,investigative and undercover techniques, 
strange philosophies, and much more! We offer the best 
selection of suppressed information ever put on sale! 
Unique illustrated catalog only $1. Loompanics, Box 264, 
Mason, Michigan 48854. (30) 

NAZI WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes Daggers, Swords, 
Helmets, Flags, Uniforms, everything! Iliustratedcatalog 
$10.00 bill (refundable). Disco. Box 331-X, Cedar-burg, Wl 
53012. (28) 

BADGE COLLECTORS send 50<c for list of lawTfire. & RR 

badges or $5.00 for next 12 monthly lists. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF29, 9889 Alondra, Bellflower, CA 90706. (27) 

LOCK PICKING — free phone calls — Bugging — Ex¬ 
plosives — Much More! Books & SUPPLIES! Former 
Agents tells ALL! Send $2.00 (refundable) to: 
L.A.N.D.L-S., 625 Post St., #1048, San Francisco 94109. 
(26)_ 

C.I.A. AGENT, RETIRED — marketing complete line of 
the latest Professional Equipment and Technical 
Manuals. Lock Picking, Alarm Systems Compromise, 
Safe Manipulation. Car Repossession. Bugging, Com¬ 
puter Theft. Phone Phreaking — MUCH MORE! Send 
$1.00 (refundable) to: N.E.P., P.O. Box 8741-S., Atlanta 
30306. NOW WHILE YOU STILL CAN. (25) 


WW II GERMAN NEWSREELS of the great battles on 
Super 8 sound film and video cassettes, complete and 
uncut from original source materials. Send stamp for 
free brochure. International Historic Films, P.O. Box 
29035, Chicago, IL 60629. (26)_ 

BOOKS FOB THE MAN OF ACTION — S.O.F.'s, Adven¬ 
turers, Professionals. Covers the best of subjects. The 
biggest and best catalog of its kind anywhere. Rush 
$1.00.. .Ken Hale (SQF-100), McDonald, OH 44437. (26) 

KNIVES — Custom made — Combat, Boot, Folders and 
Push daggers. Catalog $1.00. CRAWFORD KNIVES, 
Dept. SOF, 205 N. Center, West Memphis, AR 72301. (26) 

NEW! How to knot pamphlet — impress friends — tie 
the fourteen essential knots — can’t miss, diagrams — 
everyday uses — $1,00. Wuertz, 3488 Wilson Road, Oak 
Harbor, Washington 98277. (25) 

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH ASSOCIATES will re- 
search the information you need for successful ven¬ 
tures. Strict security. Jewell Sta., Box 586, Springfield, 
MO 65801. (26) 

HANDCUFFS — Smith and Wesson $22.50 pair, two 
$38.00. Leg Irons $28.50 set. G. Noramaco, Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul, MN 55175. (33) _ 

LOCK PICKING, Bugging — Much More — Latest Books 
& SUPPLIES — Send $2.00 (refundable) NOW WHILE 
IT'S STILL LEGAL to: L.A.N.D.I.S., 625 Post St., #1048, 
San Francisco 94109. (27) 

COLLECT AMMUNITION? JoTn~the International Car¬ 

tridge Collectors Association (1CCA). FMI: Victor Engel, 
1211A Walnut Street, Williamsport. PA 17701. (25) 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States Armed Forces 
surplus clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, 
survival gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our 
latest catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., 1034 S. Clare- 
mont, Chicago, IL 60612. (27) _ 

ELECTRONIC SPYING, LOCK PICKING, Phone Preak- 
ing, Car Repossession — Complete Line of PROFES¬ 
SIONAL Equipment and Technical manuals — send 
$1.00 (refundable) to: SEVERUS, P.O. Box 16992, 
Jackson. MS 39206. (27) 

BUMPER STICKER “70 MPH Speed Limit or Stop Bus^ 

Ing.” Send $3.00 to Buzzard Enterprises. P.O. Box 2610, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. 2 for $5.00,5 for $10.00, Postpaid. 
(25)__ 

ISSHINRYU KARATE, Over 150 photos and instruction in 
the Shimabuku System. Send $3.50 for Long and Wheel¬ 
er’s authoritative Dynamics of Isshinryu Klarate Today. 
NATIONAL PAPERBACK PUBLISHERS, Box 146, Knox¬ 
ville, TN 37901, (TF) 

VIETNAM VETERANS!! Get your '‘Participant 1 ' 
Southeast Asia War Games, 1961-1975, second place" 
polo shirt! Comes in blue or yellow, 100% cotton pre¬ 
shrunk, S,M t L, & XL — only $8.50 post paid, 1st class 
mail. Send check or money order to Joe Thompson, P.O. 
Box 874, Cadillac, Ml 49601. (26) 

HARDLEY-DAVIDSON motorcycles and spare parts. All 
models, price list and photos $3.50. Knucks Harley 
Salvage, 6749 Midcities Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20705, 
U.S.A. (25) __ 

LE MERCENAIRE! An intelligence newsletter written by 
and for meres and men looking for action. Keep on top of 
trends and hot spots. A must for the pro. Sample $1.00 or 
$9.00 per year. 540 Charles St., Aurora, IL 60506. (25) 

COMPLETE BOOK on electronic power meters. Learn 
how others slow, stop, even reverse them completely 
undetected. S.A.S.E. to Power Services, Box 415SF, 
Watkinsville, GA 30677. (28) 

GUN BOOK BARGAINS — “Discounts to 80%.” Guns, 
Improvised Weapons, Wilderness Living, Shooting, Ex¬ 
plosives, Military History, Survival, Hunting, Self 
Defense, Camping. Unusual, Informative Books. Fast, 
Reliable Service! Catalog Subscription $1.00. Foreign 
$2.00. EAGLE BOOKS. Box 12010-B4, Lexington, Ky 
40579. (25) __ 

LUMINOUS PAINT. Find It in the dark! (Keys, exits, 
weapons, etc.) "A little dab ’ll do you!" 2 oz. $7.50. 
Howelab, Folly Beach, SC 29439. (25) 


HOW TO BUILD MACHINE GUNS: Complete blueprints, 
drawings, instructions, on how to build one different 
type and style from the M-10 to one that only cost $20.00, 
plus section on converting rifles to full automatic. For 
$12.95. Or Mad Man's Book of Formulas: Complete step- 
by-step of how to make explosives, knockout drops, 
silencers, poisons, letter bombs and many others. Send 
$9.95 or order both for. $20.00. Act now, send Money 
Order only to Jim Multaler, 1858 West Arrow Street, 
Milwaukee, Wl 53204. (25) 

GENUINE NAZI & BRITISH ANTIQUES: New discovery! 

Catalogue $2.50. Adolf's Wardrobe, 6C-366 Wymount 
Terrace, Provo, UT 84601. (25) 

STAINLESS STEEL LOOP GARROTE, single handed 
guillotine, $12.00 postpaid includes a free set of knucks. 
$1.00 * SASE for catalog. J.H. Trager, P.O. Box 23174, 
Detroit, Ml 48223. (TF) 

INTELLIGENT 2S-YEAR-OLD male desires unusual 
and/or hazardous employment. Non-combativs/iegal. 
Richard Anthony Lucas, P.O. Box 1631. Asheboro, NC 
27203. (25) ____ 

RHODESIA, Honorary Citizen Certificate with Rhodesia 
Coat of Arms. Suitable for framing $6.00. Rhodesia 
militaria, list 50c, Rhodesia questions answered $5.00. 
SELOUS, Box 5097, Reno, NV 89513. (25) 

NEW PALADIN CATALOG. Comprehensive list of U.S. 
and foreign books: guns, silencers, unusual weapons, 
knife fighting, survival, guerrilla warfare, explosives, 
demolition, ordnance, seif-defense, technical manuals, 
field manuals, field crafts. Many unusual, hard-to-find 
books. Send $1.00 for fascinating catalog. PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O, Box 1307-SFC, Boulder, CO 80306. (25) 

FARALYZER, CHEMICAL DEFENSE Weapon, Guaran- 
teed to stop anything on 2 feet — $7.95 — High Quality 
Brass Knuckles — $7.00, 3 for $20.00. Allen’s Gun Room, 
P.O. Box 36, Jamestown, TN 38556. (25) 

SURVIVAL GUNS AND AMMO by John Williams, as seen 
on national TV. Plus many other controversial publica¬ 
tions on how you can drastically cut costs of 
electricity,gas, water, phone. Send 30c coins or stamps 
to: Consumertronics Co., Box 475SF, Alamogordo, NM 
88310. (25) 

SOF’ers! Are you sick and bloody tired of being ripped 
off by inflation? Our booklet tells you how to counter its 
deadly effects. Send $2.50 to: F.C. Wheeler, Box 414, An¬ 
dover, KS 67002. (25) 

OFFICIAL U.S Gov't, sectional charts of Vietnam. Laos, 
or Cambodia. Great for a favorite wall. $5.00 or m.o. ppd 
AEROGRAPHICS. P.O. Box 1114, Havelock, NC 28532. 
(25)____ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $1.00 for illustrated police 
catalog. B-PEC, Dept SF69, 9889 Alondra, Bellflower, CA 
90706. (28) 

BULLET PROOF VEST — Will stop .44 mag. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. Officially tested under Department of 
Defense standards at White Laboratories and Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds. Send $1.00 and SASE for complete 
details and prices. Matthews Police Supply Co., P.O. Box 
1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (29) 

VIETNAM CATALOG No. 1 (including a free copy of a 
photo booklet "Vietnam Photos") $2.00 postpaid. World 
War II Surplus Catalog No. 7 $2.00 oostpaid. War Shop. 
Route 1, Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. (29) _ 

MILITARY INSIGNIA AUCTIONS Six times per year. 
Yearly subscription $12.00 (U.S.) $16.00 (foreign). For full 
particulars write: The Military Auction, 16 W. 331 Jack- 
son St., Hinsdale. I L 60521. (29) __ _ 

NAZI AND IMPERIAL German insignia for sale. Photo il¬ 
lustrated catalogue $1.50. Sergeant, P.O. Box 294, 
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514. (29)__ 

FREE CATALOG of survival books and equipment. Send 
SASE (self addressed stamped envelope) for a copy of 
the catalog. Survival/Security Associates, Dept. HGB, 
Box 30753, Seattle, WA 981C3 j29^ 

HK 91 or HK 93, HECKLER & KOCH factory manuals. 
Details of operation, maintenance, semi-auto, full-auto 
and burst fire function, $6.60 each. Catalog $1.00. Money 
Order. SURVIVAL BOOKS, Dept. S.O.F., 11108 Magnolia 
Blvd., North Hollywood, CA 91601. (213) 763-0804. (27) 
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GUNS AVAILABLE AT WHOLESALE AND MANUFAC¬ 
TURERS PRICES. Confidential Suppliers List $3.00. Hor¬ 
ton, Box 08332, Milwaukee, W! 53208. (29) 

VIETNAM BOOK REPORT NEWSLETTER — $6.00 for 
full year subscription which gives complete details on 24 
books both old and new. Make check to Vietnam 
Newsletter, Box 122, Collinsville, CT 06022. (25) 

WANTED VIET-NAM WAR RELICS Special Forces, 
SEALs, N.V.A., V.C., uniforms, hats, flags, medals, guns, 
books, and documents. Anything related to Viet-Nam 
combat units. Top price paid with certified check. 
William Leslie, P.O. Box 7746, Ann Arbor, Ml 48107. (26) 

SIG FOR SALE. SIG P210, 9mrp pistol with 7.2mm and 
.22 conversion units, spare magazines, spare parts, 
cleaning kits, front sight adjusting tools and more. The 
only complete SIG system of its type in the U.S. $2,750 
or best offer. Write SOF, Box 693-XS, Boulder, CO 80306. 
(TF)________ 

JOB PLACEMENT: Many corporations need key Person¬ 
nel for overseas Labor, Security and other positions. Per¬ 
sonnel need not have previous experience. All applica¬ 
tions must be accompanied by 2 passport size photos. 
We will submit ail applications and required paperwork 
to corporations utilizing your skills. For instruction letter 
and application forms send $9.00 to cover processing to 
Ken Brewer, Box 2263, Anaheim, CA 92804. (25) 

PEN THAT WON’T PHOTOCOPY or microfilm! Keeps 
checks, documents, records PRIVATE! $2.50 postpaid. 
$24 dozen. Atlantic—S, Box 12627, Charleston, SC 
29412. (29)___ 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MERCENARIES 
invites you to join us now! Are you seeking a life of 
adventure? Register with other brothers of adventure 
worldwide. For free information and application form, 
send self addressed stamped envelope to: I.B.ofM., P.O. 
Box 5a, Riqhboro, PA 18954, (25)_ 

VOICE SCRAMBLERS: Sophisticated securfty for voice 
messages transmitted over radio or regular telephone 
links. Fixed base and mobile equipment used 
throughout the world by police, armed forces, diplo¬ 
matic missions, financial institutions, oil exploration 
teams, and fishing fleets. Technical security consulting 
services also available. Write for brochure. Thompson 
Engineering, 910 E. 7th Street, Joplin, MO 84801. (25) 

THE INVESTIGATION AGENCY (T.I.A.) Licensed - 
Bonded — insured — Confidential Experts Discreet, 
Low Profile, International, Problem Solvers, Agri¬ 
business, Wildlife, Courier, Protection, Research, 
Recovery, Routine. P.O. Box 4085, Clearwater, FL 33518, 
(B13) 442-1436. (26)_ _ _ 

THE GENERAL is accepting proposals for contract 
assignments after August 1,1979. Expensive but always 
successful results. THE GENERAL, P.O. Box 24391, 
Tampa, FL 33623. (26)__ 

D-MANNITOL: melting point 168C. All lot numbers 
removed, so it can't be traced. Discreetly serving law of¬ 
ficers and discerning professional couriers, domestic or 
international. $69,Q0 per half kilo. Larger quantities, in¬ 
quire. SCHUMAN, Box 388, Stafford, TX 77477. (26) 

COMBAT BELT KNIFE ^ designetTby BLACKI?COL- 

LINS. Buckle is solid brass, double edged blade of 440-C 
steel. The knife-buckle instantly removed without 
loosening belt. Give waist size, color black or brown, and 
basketweave or plain belt finish, retail $40 sale $35 plus 
.50 shipping. To: PHMA, P.O. Box 44153, Brooklyn, OH 
4 4144. (25) __ 

COMBAT KNIFE SALE: JAKAt with bool-belt sheath 
retail $50. Sale $40. NINJA.KNIFE with boot-belt sheath 
and shoulder harness retail $45. Sale $35. SUPER SPORT 
boot knife, just like GERBER MKI, retail $37. Sale $27. 
Add .50 each knife shipping to: PHMA, P.O. Box 44153, 
Brooklyn, OH 44144. (25) 

CONTROL YOUR OPPONENT. Potent orientaTTechni- 

ques of psychological manipulation for adults. $2.00. 
Sotoriniai Society for Warrior Arts, P.O. Box 240-SFB, 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130. (26) 

FREE JAP WWII RELIC — An arsenal of weaDons, cap¬ 
tured war trophies, rifle and pistol parts, uniforms, 
helmets, bayonets, machine-gun parts, grenades, 
bombs, blackpowder weapons, field equipment, knives 
and daggers, insignia, Nazi and Japanese relics, 
numismatic items. Largo illustrated catalog, only $5 
(refundable). BONUS — Free Japanese WWII relic with 
catalog. McMillan & Co., Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (26) __ 

NAZI SILVER - Captured hoard of large Nazi 5-Mark 
silver coins minted in Germany from 1933-39, all bearing 
the infamous swastika emblem. Each heavy coin is .900 
fine (almost pure) silver — an excellent investment. 
Dates of our choice. Only $10.95 per coin. Send check or 
money order to: Silver Bullion Investors, Box 361-D, 
Cambridge, MN 55008, (28) 


SS AND NAZI MILITARIA. World's biggest catalog, in¬ 
cluding 2 large posters, $2 (refundable) KRUPPER, Box 
177SF , Syracuse, N Y 13208. (32) 

TERRORISM TACTICS U.S. Gov. docs ~CIA reports, U.s' 

Dept. Justice manuals U.S. Naval Postgraduate College 
reports, biblios., sources full catalog $3.50. P.O. Box 
3355, Mission Viejo, CA 92690. (25&27) 

NEED A BACKER? Newly released directory lists over 
one hundred companies searching for high-risk projects 
to invest in. Send $3.00 to: East-West Services, 1717 N. 
Highland Ave., Suite 701, SF2, Hollywood, CA 90028. (25) 

COUNTER-TERRORISM, executive protection, 
worfdwide, licensed, degreed, multilingual experienced 
crime intelligence, Latin terrorism, espionage, organized 
crime. Dept, of Justice training. P.O. Box 3355, Mission 
Viejo, CA 92690. (25) 

JANE FONDA GO TO~HELL Bumper sticker, aiso, 

BOYCOTT JANE FONDA MOVIES. One for $2.00, three 
for $3.00. Send to: East-West Services, 1717 N. Highland 
Ave,, Suite 701, SF1, Hollywood, CA 90028. (25)_ 

M 16 ASSAULT RIFLE $125, replica, cannot be fired. List 
of others 25«, free with order. IMA, Box 364, Boston, 
Mass. 02199. (25) 

SPECIAL COURSE increases mental ability and 
knowledge. For information send $1.00 non-refundable 
to: Rosi, 49 Prospect St., tiincaster, PA 17603. (25) 

TECHNIQUES HARASSMENT $3.95, Bloody Iron 

$10.95, MosTPaladin and Desert Publications books at 
discount prices. 25(t for list, free with order. IMA, Box 
364, Boston, MA 02199. (25) 

USMC Vietnam combat veteran, parachutist, wants ac¬ 
tion. Have passport, will travel anywhere on short notice. 
You pay transportation. Call Don (913) 462-6065 or write 
1131 Summer Sun, Colby. KS 67701, (25)_ 

ATTENTION SELECTLINE Catalog Holders: Our Gift 
Premium for this month is aTUBEST Survival Wiresaw. 
Yours absolutely FREE on any order of $25.00 or more. 
Offer expires: 12-15-79. Attach Ad to Order Form. (25) 
KILL oFbe KILLED - train with professional expert. (14 

yrs. exp.) of deadly close quarter hand-to-hand combat 
and self-defense. Specializing in training meres, under¬ 
cover intelligence agents, body guards, armed forces, 
elite military teams, and person el. Combatant use of 
garote, knife, axe, balling hooks, etc. also taught. Tough 
— no bullghit training. Your life is on the line. For details 
send $1 to Charles Hoffman, 64 Main St., Tuckahoe, NY. 
A rmed f orces and governmental contracts welcome. (26 ) 
GENUINE ARMY ANGLEHEAD Flashlights. Military 
Specifications No. MILF3747. Model No. MX991U. Retail: 
$4.65; Our Price: $4.19 each; 3/$11.99; 6/$22.88; 
12/$43,52. (Add $1.20 each for AIRMAIL, or $ 80 each for 
PARCEL POST). SELECTLINE, Box 391SF, P.C., Hawaii 
96782. (25) ________ _ _____ 

SILENT ELIMINATION — Train with professional expert 
(14 yrs. exp.) In lethal methods of close quarter hand-to- 
hand combat and self-defense. Knife fighting, sentry 
removal, infiltration, concealment, etc. also taught. As 
many of you know, this program is second to none. 
“Your life is on the line." Living quarters nearby, for 
detailed brochure send $1.00 to Charles Hoffman, 64 
Main St., Tuckahoe, NY. Also mobile personnel with cur¬ 
rent passports available to instruct contracted armed 
forces, private and government law enforcement groups 
and agencies here and abroad. “No rushed operations." 
(26) ___ 

INTRODUCING the latest from CASE XX Cutlery, the P62 
BOOT KNIFE!! Hand-ground 4 1 6" double-edged blade of 
High-Carbon, Surgical Stainless Steel. Large Tang 
w/Nickei-Siiver cross guard & cap w/Laminated Hard¬ 
wood scales. Complete w/Boot-clip sheath. Get yours 
now while available before the word gets out! $35.00. 
BRAND NEW from Valor, the No. 384 BOOT KNIFE, vir¬ 
tually identical to Gerber’s Mark I. Double-edged 
440-Stainfess blade w/solid cast Aluminum handle & 
thumb-break boot-clip sheath. $27.00. STING by A.G. 
Russell w/Ebony scales $39.95. STING il w/Rosewood 
scales $44.00. The brand new STING-1 A! Same as STING 
w/solld Stainless handle no scales. $35.00. THORNTON 
QUICKSILVER hollow-handle $34.65. Thornton's brand 
new VINDICATOR double-edged Boot Knife $43.20. 
Nylon shoulder Harness for either model $6.95 NINJA by 
Benchmark $39.95. Brand new MORAY Boot Knife. Iden¬ 
tical to NINJA w/double hollow-ground blade. $51.75. 
Shoulder Harness included on both models. HACKMAN 
Butterfly from Finland. Drop-forged, Stainless Steel 
blade w/Nylon handles. $17.64. ALUMINA CERAMIC 
Crock Sticks w/Walnut base $7.95. (IMPORTANT: Add 
5% of your total order for Shipping & Insurance fees). 
Send $2.00 for our complete- photo-illustrated Cutlery 
Catalog Volume No. 4. SELECTLINE, Box 391SF, P.C., 
Hawaii 96782. (25)_ 

FIGHTING KNIVES: Bagwell, Crawford, Ruana, Wilson, 
complete Randall selection. List prices, immediate 
delivery, layaway plan. Catalog $1.00. Kenefick, 19 
Leander, Danielson, CT 06239. (27) 

ATTENTION SELECTLINE Catalog Holders: Item No. 
62-6, page 6, now only: $31.75 postpaid!! Offer expires: 
12-15-79. Attach Ad to Order Form. (25) 


BUCK KNIVES and Victorinox Swiss Army Knives — 
20% off list. Send S.A.S.E. for complete list. J.E.B. Enter¬ 
prises, RD #2, Box 1A, Moville, IA 51039. (25) 

EX-MARINE Army expert small arms, automatic 
weapons, looking for mere. work. Contact Marty C., Box 
1176, Pasadena, TX 77501. (25) 

CONCEALABLE BODY ARMOR stops the .44 Magnum. 
Weight 216 lbs. Free Brochure. Write: SES (SF-1). 60 
Madison Street, Geneva, NY 14456. (28) 

SWITCHBLADES: Sold as collectors Items only, not a 
toy. Send $15 & $1 p.h to: DATA, Suite 9, 4551 S. 
Western, Amarillo, TX 79109. Check local laws before 
ordering. Allow 8 to 12 weeks for delivery. (25) 

POLICE AND SECURITY BADGES, ID cards, custom 
made to your specifications. Catalog $1. Harris, Special 
Weapons, Box 19756, Las Vegas, NV 89119. (26) 

TOTAL SURVIVAL: big survival program manual, survival 
data pack, 12 months of survival news letter, year’s 
membership in fast growing national survival organiza¬ 
tion all for only $12.00. Live Free Inc., P.O. Box 743, 
Harvey, IL 60426. (25) 

LOCKPICKING MADE EASY - The booklet’ Lockplck - 

ing Made Easy, was written for the beginning locksmith. 
Unlike the expensive course, it deals only with opening 
locks. The book comes with picks and tension tools. 
Send C.O.D. or $10.00 check or money order to Tri-Star 
Security, Box 17, Fabyan, CT 06245. (26) 

HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT MEANS NO QUARTER- NO 
MERCY! Now in its second big printing, the Classic 
Manual, "The Tactical Skills of Hand-to-Hand Combat 
(Self-Defense)”, teaches you how to fight to win in 
serious, real combat! The FBI, the U.S. Secret Service, 
the Navy SEALS and the CIA are just a few of the 
organizations that have received this little gem! $7 cash 
or money order payable to Bradley J. Steiner, SURVIVAL- 
DEFENSE, P.O. Box 7532, Phoenix, AZ 85011. (TF) 

“LEGAL. - PSYCHOLOGICAL, and POLITICAL 

WARFARE” by George Lincoln Rockwell. Studies in 
criminal law and propaganda. Subjects include: Dealing 
with Law Enforcement Agencies, Surveillance, Legal At¬ 
tacks on the Enemy & Enforcing your Rights. $6. Alii- 
ance, Box 49, Park Ridge, IL 60068. (25) 

“SPECIALTY WEAPONS”! GARROTTETwooden han- 

dles, prepared for sure-kill grip. Highest-grade wire. 
"Commando black” for night operations behind lines: 
$16. YAWARA STICK WEAPON! Thong-grip prevents 
loss in fight, illustrated instructions teach vital points, 
how to use , etc.: $8. Cash or money order payable to 
Bradley J. Steiner, SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O. Box 7532, 
Phoenix, AZ 85011. (TF) _ 

FLASH-PAPER! — just like your local bookie uses for 
certain messages, or your magician uses for his special 
effects. Many uses — if you're clever .. and careful. 
Three 8”x9” sheets for $10.00 to ASP, P.O. Box 18595, 
Atlanta, GA 30326. (25) 

THE TACTICS OF COMBAT H ANDGUN SHOOT!NgTyou 

must read this Special Report if you own a handgun for 
self-defense! Easy-reading, no frills; just FACTS to keep 
you and yours ALIVE! $10 cash or money order payable 
to Bradley J. Steiner, SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O. Box 
7532, Phoenix, AZ 85011. (TF) 

MILITARY COLLECTORS. National cooperative monthly 
list of hundreds of militaria items for sale, trade, wanted. 
Send $3.00 for sample issue and membership informa¬ 
tion. TMC, Box 220-10, Oakton, VA 22124. (27) 

‘‘SPOOK” — the after shave lotion that's over 50% 
alcohol. Can also be used as lighter fluid, pest repeilant, 
antifreeze, and fingerprint remover. Six ounce flask for 
$6.00 to: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. (25) 

WANTED: Employment as Mercenary. 216 yrs. U.S. Army 
Recon/Anti-tank. Efficient in small arms and demo. Ex¬ 
cellent health. Will go almost anywhere. You pay travel. 
Contact: J.R. Barringer, 2637 Richard Ave., Concord, CA 
94520 (415) 827-3131. (25) 

BLACK BAGS — soft black suede pouch with drawstring 
close; 6”x3" is ideal for storing folding knives, pistol 
magazines, and many small odds and ends. $5.00 each, 
or 2/$9.00, or 3/$12.50 to : ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, 
GA 30326. (2^) 

WW II GERMAN NEWSREELS of the great battles, rare 
pre-war films, allied documentaries and features on 
Super 8 sound film and video cassettes. Send stamp for 
free brochure. International Historic Films, P.O. Box 
29035, Chicago, IL 60829, (27) 

PISTOLEROS — magazine buffer pad kit for Colt .45 
ACP. Kit Includes five die cut leather pads and “super” 
glue. $5.00 postpaid to ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 
30326. (25)_ 

THOMPSON ITEMS: Send SASE for list of TSMG draw¬ 
ings and 27A1/5 conversion Instructions and part3. 
Richardson, Box 363, Malibu, CA 90265. (25) 

NINJA — wear the ancient oriental caligraphy symbol 
for the legendary band of warriors and assassins on a 
circular silver metal pendant. Comes complete with 
chain. Send $7.50 plus $1.00 for mailing to: Ninja, P.O. 
Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30328. (25) 
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WANTED: Patriots who are unprepared or unorganized 
to defend themselves, their families and country in event 
of disorder or disruption of present national lifestyle. At¬ 
tend upcoming Freedom Festival and National CEDS 
Conference at 55-acre Louisville, Illinois, estate. Free at¬ 
tendance and camping by advance reservation only. 
Write Christian-Patriots Defense League or Citizens 
Emergency Defense System (CEDS), Box 565K,Flora, IL 
62839. It is later than you think. Act Now!!! (25) 

ADVENTUREHS — clandestine and concealed weapons 
systems, survival aids, knives and Ninja equipment for 
your profession or hobby. Illustrated catalog of profes¬ 
sional quality equipment and supplies. Send two bucks 
(refundable) to: ASP. P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 
(25)_ 

ADVANCED LAW enforcement personnel weapons and 
training manuals, nunchaku, yawara, clubs, tonfa. Killian 
W.D., Box 222, Rt. 1, Shelley, ID 83274, (25)_ 

SILENT-LIKE A WHISPER ON THE WIND — The 
biowgun ... an exotic weapon from the past for the 
adventurer of today. Substantial aluminum tube, custom 
shaped mouthpiece and precision engineered projec¬ 
tiles; the complete system $16.95, postpaid from 
Shadow Systems, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, Ga 30326, (25) 

MAD MAN’S BOOK OF FORMULAS: How to make, step- 
by-step goodies like knockout Drops, Explosives, 
Silencers, Poisons, Letter Bomb, and many others. A 
must in completing your library. Fourth Printing at only 
$9.95 Now. Jim Multaler, 1858 West Arrow Street, 
Milwaukee, Wl 53204. (30) 

BRASS KNUCKLERS - just like the ones you lost way 
'back when .. but these are aluminum. Why carry the 
extra weight? $6.00 each or 3/$15.00 to: ASP, P.O. Box 
18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. (25) _ 

TERRORISM AND IRREGULAR WARFARE: A SOURCE 
GUIDE, including PsyOps, combat intelligence, 
COINTEL, selection and training of SIAF personnel, 
tradecraft, behavior modification, strategic raids and the 
theory/practice of counterinsurgency. With case studies 
of Sun Tzu, Nechayev. Zapata. Lenin. Lawrence, Lyautey, 
Wingate, Gehlen, Skorzeny, Stirling, Beria, Lansdale, 
Mao, Giap, Fanon, Philby, et al. S3.00, IntelSearch Group, 
Box 63, Lookout Mountain, TN 37350. (25) 

S.W.A.T 12 Ga. shotgun sling (holds 15 Rds. in individual 
loops) $21.95, matching bandilero (20 Rds.) $24.95, 
matching ammo. Sling for buttstock (8 Rds) $15.00. 
Made from 2” nylon webbing and IV 2 " elastic, specify 
O.D. or black. Both appearance and construction are 
guaranteed. Return any item within 30 days for full re¬ 
fund. This is PROFESSIONAL EQUIPMENT for PROFES¬ 
SIONALS, from WEBBING INC., 2601 N. Trosper Dr., 
Oklahoma City, OK 73141. Please order C.O.D. only. 
Catalog of special gear for S.W.A.T., Merc, and conceal¬ 
ed street wear $1.00. (26) 

PERSONAL PROTECTION KNIVES: ^ush Dagger com- 

plete with 2 part wraparound sheath for wear on belt, 
around your arm, around your leg, or in your boot. $18. 
KNUCKLE KNIFE double-edged blade, completely nic- 
kle-plated comes with leather scabbard and shoulder 
strap. $50. Add .50 per knife for shipping. For fully ill. 
catalog of Personal Protection Weapons send $1.00. to: 
Poison Hand, P.O. Box 44153, Dept. S, Brooklyn, OH 
44144. (26) 

BUYERS GUIDE to some firms who sell night sights and 
night vision equipment, plans and parts, $5.00; Write 
Arcturus Industries, Dept. S, Box 1543, Cheyenne, WY 
82001.(25)___ 

LOOKING TO BUY a passive night vision system. Must 
be in good condition and adaptable to 35mm photo¬ 
graphy. Send information to: James E. Cox, P.O. Box 
296, Roanoke, Virginia 24011. (26) 

“DUMpTsRAEL, PUMP GAS” label-size stickers. Perlect 

for gas pumps. 25 for $1. 250 or more 3c each. WHITE 
OAK, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 7095, Montgomery, AL 36107. 
(25)_ 

DEERHUNTERS WANTED! The Vietnamese Parlor 
Game is available to those who crave more than arm¬ 
chair excitement... You’ll enjoy America’s newest adult 
game more than combat! $9.95. SAIGON ENTERPRISES, 
Box 40923, Fayetteville, NC 26304. (25)_ 

WANTED information or equipment that can locate 
underground caverns, tunnels, particular infra-red, 
sound equipment and other types of equipment too. 
Johnny N. Edwards, Apt. S-3A, 10165 Cabana Club Dr., 
St. Ann, Mo 63074. (25)_ 

SOF-MERC, Any type action which pays cash, I work 
alone. All correspondence confidential. 1 (512) 681-6992. 
{2§_ * 

E.S.P. team, public relations council, private companies 
of foreign governments, A. John Tiger, Box A, Lucerne, 
CA 95458. (26)_ _ 

THOMPSON SUBMACHINE GUN - Now you can con¬ 
vert your 27A-1 or 27A-5 Thompson to full automatic, no 
parts to buy — no machining, only minor changes, easily 
done in minutes. Cyclic rate 1200 RPM. Send $24.95 for 
Instructions. H&H, P.O. Box 296, Dept. SF, Pendleton, IN 
46064. (36)___ 

COVERT WEAPONS SYSTEMS Do-it-yourself auto and 
silenced weapons. Send $12.00 cash to: J.D. Murphy, 
4653 Marmian, Riverside, CA 92506. (25) 


EXPERIENCED COMBAT PHOTOGRAPHER: Mercenary, 
Clandestine or you name It. Anywhere. Valid passport. 
Only serious inquiries acknowledged. Resume on re¬ 
quest. Box 195, Schertz, TX 78154. (25) 

FIREARMS QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE - State 
rating (expert, etc.), weapon, and organization. Send 
$7.00 to Awards, Box 508, Tonganoxie, KS 66086. (25) 

SELL GUNS! Sensational part or full time Income! 
Freeinformation and free dealer catalog! MESA, Drawer 
9045-FR, Steamboat Springs, Colorado 80477. (25) 

PARACHUTISTS CERTIFICATE — State number of 
jumps and club or military organization. Send $10 to 
Awards, Box 508, Tonganoxie, KS 66086. (25) 

STATE GUN LAWS. Specify State, $2.00. Federal 
Firearms Law, complete, $2.50. Illustrated Gun Dealer 
Trainer, 8 parts, $3.95. All three manuals, $7 ppd; Mesa, 
Drawer 9045-F 5, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. (25) 

BLACK BELT CERTIFICATE - Karate, state year achiev- 
ed and club or military. Send $10 to Awards, Box 508, 
Tonganoxie, KS 6BQ86. (25) 

UNDERGROUND STORAGE — of firearms and valu- 
ables, old/new methods of underground security; plus 
PLANS! Only $1.00. MESA, Drawer 9045-FC, Steamboat 
Springs, CO 80477. (25) __ 

vIfTcONG DEATH CERTIFICATE - Sttxll, black on 

grey with skull and crossed M-16’s In background. State 
number of confirmed kills in Southeast Asia. Send $10 to 
Awards, Box 508, Tonganoxie, KS 66086. (25) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE unit books our specialty. Free list. 
The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 3107H, Nashville, TN 
37219, U.S.A. (30) 

VIET NAM VETERAN, Special Forces, Extensive M-21 
training. Requires work. For further info, contact B. 
SMITH at Rt. 2, Box 677, Royal. AR 71968. (26) 

GUNS AVAILABLE at wholesale and manufacturers 
prices. Confidential Suppliers List $3.00. Horton, Box 
08332, Milwaukee, Wl 53208. (30)_ 

MARTIAL ARTS EQUIPMENT, Gerber Knives, Combat 
Martial Arts Books. For catalog send $1.00 to: WKI Mar¬ 
tial Arts Supply, 529 S. Clewelt St., Bethlehem, PA 18015. 
(25)_ 

VIETNAM BOOK REPORT NEWSLETTER $6.00 for full 
year subscription which gives complete details on 24 
books both old and new. Make check to Vietnam 
Newsletter, Box 122, Collinsville, CT 06022. (26) 

BONAF1DE CONTRACT SOUGHT: Confidential Consul- 
tant, specialized in behavior control and psychological 
programing. Highly skilled at applying unusual techni¬ 
ques that are extremely effective with incorriglbles of 
either sex. Retainer fee required. Results guaranteed!! 
SASE and full particulars necessary. All client-con¬ 
sultant correlations Strictly Confidential!! Write: S.A.K., 
Box 112, Dona Vista, FL 32784. (25) 

MAKE HYDROGEN AT HOME - large quantities with 
lye and another household item cheap and easy. $2.00 
for formula. Nickman Products, Box 647F, Buffalo, NY 
14240. (26) 

SURVIVAL WITH A SPARKLE How to avoid famine with 
delicious recipes for $1 a day. Used by the author for 
long distance mountain and swamp travel. “Pioneer 
Wilderness Food," by Ed Donn, $5.95 postpaid. Rodas 
Publications, 9735 S. Inglewood Court, Portland, OR 
97225. (25) 

TACTICS AND TECHNIQUES service, send $1.00 plus 
two 15-cent stamps for detailed information of our ser¬ 
vices. C.A.T., 320 N. Park, Springfield, MO 65804. (26) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regulations 
all states and Federal Gun Laws booklet, both $3.00. 
Police catalog $2.00. Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd St., NY 
10022, Department 35. (25) 

ELITE FORCE MILITARIA - B.D.Q badge $35, Viet¬ 
namese Ranger scroll $20; Rare — 10th Special Forces 
beret badge (1952-57) $125; Vietnam Dictionary of 
Military Terms $15, Viet Ranger decal $5; Airborne death 
decal $5; send $3 for catalogue and $25 for Vietnamese 
Ranger Certificate and membership. Brigadier and As¬ 
sociates, P.O. Box 29965, Atlanta, GA 30359. (25) 

SPECIAL FORCES 5-ln-1 combat bayonet. Fits M16 or 
AR15. Features, hidden compartment, wire cutter, in¬ 
sulated handle & sheath, screwdriver, saw and leg strap. 
Only $30 plus $2 shipping. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
Litalien, 13545 Vanowen, Van Nuys, CA 91405. (25) 

ATTENTION, Student seeking correspondence with 
young ultra-nationalist Americans, Tony Reese, Rt. 3, 
Box 479-E., Fitzgerald, GA 31750. (25) 

ATTENTION TEAMS, squads, Special Forces, short run 
custom belt buckles with your logo my specialty. Solid 
sandcast silicon bronze, all hand finished. Brochure 
available. Buckles by Mike, 1225 Manzanita, Dept. SOF, 
LA., CA 90029. (25) 

CONFIDENTIAL remail and forwarding services. All 
transactions only .45 — Your man in Puerto Rico — 
Write: RPL, Box 2085, Carolina, P.R. 00630. (28) 
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« Indians did it then; 

£ Border Patrol Agents do 

it now. JACK KEARNEY has 
found thousands with his tracking 
skill, including smugglers, crimi¬ 
nals, and many persons lost in the 
wilderness. Now he reveals tips 
from his 19 years of tracking that 
can make you an expert. 

TRACKING: 

A Blueprint for Learning How 
by Jack Kearney 

THE TRACKING BOOK BY AN 
UNCHALLENGED AUTHORITY 
Send check or M.0. for only 8.95 to: 

Pathways Press 4 

525 Jefree St., Dept SF 
El Cajon, CA 92020 
Please include .75 mailing costs. 

(Calif, re-sidenls add.54 Slate iaa) 


THE DIRECTORY OF 
UNCONVENTIONAL WEAPONRY 
FOR PERSONAL USE 

A SOURCE/LOCATOfc 
REFERENCE MANUAL 
FOR 

UNUSUAL EQUIPMENT 
$5.00 


THE AGENCY 

P.O. BOX 76711 
ATLANTA, GA 30328 


NOVEMBER/79 
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NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL BOOK - straightforward, 
detailed information plus essential instructions will pro¬ 
tect your family during nuclear holocaust!!! You can’t af¬ 
ford to wait.. .Money back guarantee. $6.95 (postage, 
taxes included). Survival, Box 163-S, Wamego, KS 66547. 
(25)_____ 

UNUSUAL CHEMICAL that has many uses! A must for 
your “Bag of Tricks." Full details, $5.00 (refundable first 
order). H&H, 1512 Lexington, Thomasville, NC 27360. (26) 


C.I.A. IDENTIFICATION CARD 

Exdct three color reprint of the S 0 G I D card issued to ClA agents 
iri Viet Nam 1 This card became famous as the Get out ot tail Iree 
card' I he bearer of this card is acting under direct orders of the 
President DO NQ1 DE1 AIN OR OUESTION HIM etc Authentic' 
Sold as a war relic only 1 Send $5 00 Guaranteed' 

Devil’s Brigade 

P.O. Drawer I, Waskom. Texas 75692 


Brand new! Made for the U. S. Armed Forces - 
not foreign copies. Satisfaction or your money 
back. 


U. S. Military Knives 



Marine Corps Combat Knife: 7" parkerized blade. 
The handle and sheath are treated with preser¬ 
vative to prevent furtgus, rot, etc. Order No. 
I-F-112. $16.95 each. 



Air Force Survival Knife: 5" saw-backed blade of tough 
parkerized steel, leather handle and hammer butt. Leather 
sheath with lanyard and sharpening stone. Order No. 
I-F-110. $12.95. 



U. S. Aimy Machete: Made by Ontario for the U. S. Army. 
18" parkerized blade. Order No. 1-M05. $7.95 each. 



The Razorback 


The Arkansas Toothpick Pattern of American 
LegendsI This Italian made double edged dagger 
will meet the severest test you give It. The high 
carbon steel blade is 8" long and has an extra 
strong spine for good leverage. The handsome 
leather handle is 4 'A " long with an aluminum butt. 
Comes with molded leather sheath. Order No. 
3-F-I06. $19.95 each. 


Pba je jtiKfocfir f ?.?5 per artier per shipping 

ATLANTA CUTLERY CORPORATION 

Box SJ5 Cwiycrjp, GeiM-gTir 
Order Anytime 1 (*CH/ 



ORIGINAL 

COLT AR-15 
BAYONET 

with 
Sheath 
new 


DEPT SOF 


Send $1.00 for 
catalog of 100’s 
of surplus items, field 
equipment, gun accessories, 
military collectibles. 


BROCK’S SURPLUS, INC. 

Box 33242, Decatur, Ga. 30033 


MARTIAL ARTS EQUIPMENT, Gerber Knives, combat 
martial arts books: for catalog send $1.00 to: WKI Martial 
Art Supply, 529 So. Ctewell Street, Fountain Hill, PA 
18015. (25) 

SS AND NAZI MILIARIA? World’s biggest catalog, Sr- 

cluding 2 large posters, $2 (refundable). KRUPPER, Box 
177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (32) 

CAMOUFLAGE CLOTHING - South Africa PATU unit, 
French Algerian Lizard Pattern, Airborne and Foreign 
Legion units. British Airborne smock. Portuguese 
Angola pattern. West German splinter pattern postwar 
unit (no common border guard issue). Indonesian rever¬ 
sible jacket. Spanish unit, Belgium Paratrooper unit 
KOLWEZI drop type. Many patterns from all over the 
world. Write your specific wants. EMBLETON, 25 
Southwell Park Road, Camberley, Surrey, England. 
Phone area code (0278) 63000. (26) 

CHEMICAL WEAPON! Dyes attacker identifying colorl 
Powerful! Compact! $5.00 ppd. Shipped same day re¬ 
ceived. Cash or money orders only — Sorry no checks 
accepted. Patrick D. Marlar, P.O. Box 1563, Behen, NM 
87002. (25) 

RH ob^ESrANMEDALLToN — Genuine Rhodesian Coin 

I 1 /*" dla. in 24K Gold inlay with 14 solid Gold holder and 
18" chain $199.00. The same as above in .999 Silver 
$75.00. Smaller coins set in Gold or Silver ring as above 
$150.00 and $50.00. Limited number of these collectors 
sets of Rhodesiana available. Shipped postpaid and in¬ 
sured. Send M.O., Certified or Draft to RSR, 1127 S.E. 
2nd Street, Boynton Beach, FL 33435. (25)_ 

CLAYMORE MINES — Build yourself for under $20.00. 
Complete plans $19.95. PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES - Make 
yourself for under $15.00. Complete Plans $9.95. 
BAZOOKA — Build It yourself for under $10.00. Com¬ 
plete plans $24.95. Devney: Box 108; New Philadelphia, 
OR 44663. (25) 

SELL YOUR EXPERIENCES! We pay $100 for letters. For 
detailed information and sample newsletter send $1 to 
LANDSEND, Dept. B, Box 504, Mendocino, CA 95460. 
(25) ____ 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR. Current passport, will travel 
anywhere. Write R.J. Whitehead, P.O. Box 45, Pitkin, CO 
81241.(25) 

PROFESSIONALS ONLY. Group formed for Rhodesia 
contracts. Needs wider range of MOS than currently 
enlisted. Looking for: Pilots, (multi-engine preferred) 
Medics, Demo, Communications, RPG/bazooka. Serious 
inquiries only. Reply to either: G.P., P.O. Box 15351 or 
FRL, P.O Box 15494, San Diego, CA 92115. (25) 

AUSTRALIA, Canada, New Zealand Updated want ads 
Professionat/Non-professional Employment, Land, 
Housing Immigration Information $2.00. Commonwealth 
Publications, Box 5438, Pittsburgh, PA 15206. (27) 

LATIN AMERICA & Caribbean Clandestine Anti-Terrorist 
program specialist available. R.J. Machado, 344-East 85 
St., New York City, NY 10028* (25) 

E-Z KEY: Instructions for opening locked automobiles in 
SECONDS. For details just sand $5.00 to E-Z Key, Inc., 
P.O. Box 8806, Strongsville, OH 44136. MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE. Send cash, check or money orders. (25) 

US Ml GARAND BAYONETS, 10” uncut, new, unissued, 
in original cosmollne wrap, very Scarce, $22, pstpd. Free 
list, genuine military, Fitting’s Surplus, 701 Kings Row, 
No. 10C, San Jose, CA 95112. (208) 292-0946. (26) 

INTERNATIONAL COURIe¥, Photo-Journalist ex- 

perienced In both. Will do honest work for any country. 
36 Mo. combat experience, Ranger/Airborne trained, 
with passport. Contact MAC, 310 W. Saratoga, Ferndale, 
Ml 48220. (25) 

FIELD JACKETS, M 65, current Gl issue, new, unissued, 
S,M,L $35 ea. XL $38.00, pstpd. LC-1 Nylon Pistol Belts 
and LC-1 Suspenders (new) $7.25 each pstpd. Free list, 
genuine military, Fitting's Surplus, 701 Kings Row, No. 
10C, San Jose, CA 95112. (208) 292-0946. (26) 

HAD ENOUGH of western decline? We represent an Im¬ 
perial alternative. The Spengler Group, P.O. Box 3085, St. 
Paul, MN 55165. We stand for conquest! (25) 

WANTED: Unconventional work, from security to scuba 
or sky diving. U,S. or foreign. Have current passport. 
Write: GLO, P.O. Box 42, Brussels, Wl 54204. (26) 

LEAF PATTERN CAMOUFLAGE BERETS. Finally avail- 
able the only Beret In Regulation Camouflage. All sizes 
available. Send size + $15.00 ppd. to A.H.A., P.O. Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. Alio* 4 weeks. (26) 

HELICOPTER PILOT — Vietnam Vet — Current instruc¬ 
tor — Go anywhere — Passport — Combat to cargo — 
6,000 hrs. Preston Rainwater, 1709 Fairmont, Dothan, AL 
36303. (205) 793-7017. (25) 

U^S. MEDALS. Almost ail U.S. medals issued sinceWWI 

available in miniature, most Vietnamese medals also. 
Send a SASE + 25c to A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. (25) 


SUBS — Turn these semi-automatic pistols to full-auto 
in seconds. Browning Hi Power, $12.95; AMT Hardballer, 
$12.95; Colt 45 Ml911, $12.95; Colt 45, $9.95; Llama 45, 
$8.95; Llama 9mm, $8.95; Llama 380, $7.95; Llama 32, 
$7.95; Sauer M38, $12.95; S&W M59, $14.95; S&W M39, 
$12.95; Mauser HSC, $9.95. Or all twelve for $99.95. Send 
list with check or money order to: RANDOM, Box 2515, 
Columbus, OH 43216. (25) 

BAZOOKAS — Make a bazooka with the punch you want 
up to % mile away. Complete instructions on how to 
make a bazooka and explosive rocket at home for under 
$25. No machining and easily obtainable parts. Satisfac¬ 
tion guaranteed. Send $19.95 in check or money order to: 
RANDOM, Box 2515, Columbus, OH 43216. (25) 

THE ULTIMATE CONCEALABLE WEAPON. A one shot 
.22 caliber weapoh — make at home for under $5.00. 
Send $5.95 to: RANDOM , Box 2525, Coiumbus, OH 
43218. (25) 

MINI'GUNS. Make your own 50 shot mini-gun, just like 
Uncle Sugar’s. Complete directional. Also included are 
plans for incendiary rounds, frag rounds, and HE founds. 
Send $24.95 to: RANDOM, Box 2515, Columbus, OH 
43261, (25) _ 

HITLER RELIC — Scarce full sheets of 100 mint WWII 
Hitler stamps bearing the likeness of Adolf Hitler. An ex¬ 
cellent investment. Only $6.95 each, two different — 
$12. McMillan & Co., Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. 
(27) 
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IF YOUR LIFE 
IS WORTH $100 
THEN THIS 

BOOK IS FOR YOU 


A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXTRAORDINARY 
TIPS AND TECHNIQUES ON HOW TO FIGHT, PRO¬ 
TECT YOURSELF, AND KILL! FULLY ILLUSTRATED. 

This amazing book does away with unnecessary and laborious 
time consuming exercises and reduces everything down to the 
bare essentials such as: 

• How to learn courage and decision making. 

• How to kill suddenly with your bare hands. 

• How to fight with a knife vhe first time you pick one up. 

• Professional methods of assassination. 

• Survival in jungles, the desert, in the Arctic, in barrooms, and 
on the streets. 

• How to construct expedient weapons and silencers. 

• Basic knot and rope tricks. 

• Emergency, no-nonsense combat first aid. 

• Patrol techniques for ambushes, raids, establishment of clan¬ 
destine bases, search and handling of POW’s and more. 

• By America s most decorated and complete soldier — Tony 
Herbert. And it fits into your fatigue pocket — all 200 plus 
pages. 

NOTE: This book will be sold on a limited restricted basis and 
although some may object to its content, the methods 
and techniques explained have been passed on through 
the offices of the CIA. DIA , FBI , and terriorist orga¬ 
nizations. A knowledge of same can only enhance your 
professional capabilities while teaching you how to pro¬ 
tect yourself against them. 

YOUR COPY OF THE SOLDIERS HANDBOOK 
PERSONALLY AUTOGRAPHED 
TO YOU BY COL. HERBERT. 


$ 100.00 11-123 

A MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL 



SOLDIER’S 

HANDBOOK 


PREPARED BY LT. COL. ANTHONY B. HERBERT, (Ret.) 

‘Americas Most Decorated Soldier” 


JUNE, 1979 

WARNING! WARNING! 

IV nvinil. ,4 life, |wd4lrjt»*» *<■ ■ (WilgUlnl |1T!> In Airitfcmv 11 
tlitlm TV mV iwii 1» print fill, main Lit lias Inn itmakutK Utiii.rd 

11 i m lulu, plewrul ulihli Is -Hr, ml In vtrpMIliulrtlti' litfil II llm itsi- 
ItTuI h «syi<sl nr |l a slijlhsl lrt*li <4 lllls null-rial *» iWtrvtrrsI II Hill 
n^nral pVsfcnl rs kin as- sslmfc las. V .nail Hi a mirt .C km In »Hv 
ri^nirsjfct Mnrrtra.-vil IV minima. *_ wlllnwl written pninh—n 
t, «V*- <a l» lull Is -thrill kalatUrs, ml hilirin»annst, »tH V snyir. 
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SOLDIER 

by Anthony 0. Hcrtert 

LL Cel. (Ret) 

Ftepatewck - No. 11P9 ... .$2 95 

We direct your ATTENTION 
to the 16 pages beginning on 
page 535 - of soIdier.A topic 
which is now of vital interest 

SOLDIER Poster No. 77P 42.50 
20"* 28" color poster-replies of 
book cover 

INDIVIDUAL 

Dealer Inquiries Invited. 

K-7 DISTRIBUTORS 
P.0. BOX 3168 
DEPT. 777 A 

ENGLEWOOD, CO. 80111 
(303) 770-9797 


Onl y nine men in history have 
won the Osminieh (Turkey’s 
Medal of Honor) — Eight 
Turkish soldiers and America’s 
Tony Herbert — only one of 
his many unique accomplish¬ 
ments. 


Quantity 

llt*m 

Pr.te e.t 

Amount 


Soldiers Handbook 

$100 00 



Soldier Poster 

$ 2 50 



Soldier Paper back 

S 2 95 


Total Amount 
Snpcj & Hrttq 
Total otahovo 





SHIPPING A HANDLING 

OrtIM ipt Hi t*00 ____ 

cb«art Howteoito nsoo_ 

OrO«n {in- na Cl K> tlBOO_ll II 

om*<i w m -*a w 


Cut along dotted line 
I 


Quanlily 


Price 

Amount 


Soldiers Handbook 

$100 00 



Soldier Poster 

$ 2 50 



Soldier Paperback 

S 2 95 


Total Amount 
Shpq & Hdlq 
Tot Hi of above 





SHIPPING 1 HANOI INC, 


OnNn UB Ip **.00___>OPS 

Ortnm taf-a WICttelitf OQ_ *Us 

Oritnrt !fO* *U 01 tc SltGO_»s » 

Onton on- >1H>0-» W 


Chuck or Umn Ora*t P«r*bl» lb K-7 Di*lfiBo1b«» 
Amount EncloiAb (NO e»»h c» MAme* pto*») I 


Chock 0» Mono, Otrio* PayAbM TO K-7 Otoliibolort 
Amount Encloiod (No cooh o> (tompo plooool ] 


“He is a battle-touehened intellec¬ 
tual ex-Army officer who has de¬ 
cided to use all his strength, his 
awareness of the system and his 
impeccable combat record to force 
that institution into reshaping itself. 
He is feared and hated within the 
Army for these attributes, but be¬ 
cause of them, he may just possibly 
win.” 
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K-7 DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 3188 
DC FT. 777 A 

ENGLEWOOD CO. 00111 
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K-7 DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 3100 
DC FT. 777 A 

ENGLEWOOD. CO. 00111 


—Playboy 











































































PLUS TWO MORE NEW TITLES 

THE BLOODY CONGO — by David Logan. Faw areas, on 
earth can match the savage history of the Congo. Logan cuis 
through the myths and confusion and lays out the facts. The 
sadistic excesses of tribal chiefs, the murders^ the massacres, 
the exploits of the famed White Legion, and the murderous 
incompetence of the United Nations, are all detailed. This book 
will enrage and horrify. It is the story of a country the Free world 
abandoned to anarchy in the name of freedom. 130'pagss, over 
50 photos. $5.45 plus postage and handling (see below). 




MERCENARY^ U / dSRJAL If - by Terry-Edwards, 

Edited by Robt. K. Brown, Photos by Gary Flanagan, Al Venter 
and others. Like Part One, Part Two is a manual to be USED. For 
example the first chapter covers portable rockets, missiles and 
recoilless weapons used by the infantry. Not just what they are 
or how they work, but how to fire them as well. Twenty weapons 
are covered, and that is only one chapter of the 16 in the book- 
From improvisations to (racking to demolitions, mortars, mines, 
airborne and waterborne techniques, field Fortifications; recon, 
urban warfare and much more. Pari Two fs the book on taking 
the war to the enemy! It’s up front and up^to-date. 320-pages, 
5 V 2 x 8 V 2 , over 150 photos, many illustrations. $8.95 plus 
postage and handling (see below). 


—by Ten y Edwards. Edited by J.W. h jrng, Photos by Gary 
Flanagan. Combat in the streets. Qosa-up, dirty and deadly. 
Combat: House-to-House is the latest in Unit Nine’s how-to 
books, and possibly the best yet. How to attack, how to defend 
House-clearing. Weapons and tactics. Barricades to vehicFes- 
How to move, how to fight, how to stay alive and how to WIN! 
Combat: House-to-House doesn’t deal in terrorism or political 
theory. \\ is a manual of city combat and it won’t leave you 
hanging with vague or incomplete instructions. Must reading lor 
any potential combatant, tactician or police tactical unit. Over 
200-pages, over 100 photos and illustrations. $6.95 plus postage 
and handling (see below). 


— by Mike Weber. Edited by G.W. Winnington-Ball. 
A new generation of weapons has given new meaning to the word 
grenades. Here is what they are all about. How they work, how 
to use them. From the exotic impact and electronic Sused marvels, 
through shaped charges, rocket propulsion, Frag and blast, 
old and new, domestic and foreign. Grenades! is put together 
as only a professional can do it. For collector, historian, and 
of course, THE USER! 130-pages, over 80 photos and Illustration*. 
$5.45 plus postage and handling (see below). 

STILL AVAILABLE 

MERCENARY'S MANUAL PART ONE - by Terry Edwards, 
Photos by Gary Flanagan. Hie book on surviving in combat- 
Packed with how-to stuff that might make the difference 
belweon coming back in one-piece and not coming back at all, 
Compact and realistic. Tactics, camouflage, smalF arms, 
grenades, individual security and plenty more. t32^pages, 

5 V 2 x 8 V 2 , illustrated and with lots of photos. Still $4.95 plus 
postage and handling (see below). 


UNIT 


POSTAGE AND HANDLING CHARGES — All books are mailed separately. 1st Class includes Air Mail. We^dvise ParcefPost within North America, and 1st Class for foreign 
orders. To order, list books or books desired and calculate the postage according to the figures here. State clearly whether you want 1st Class or Parcel Post. Don’t forget your 
return address! 


For MERCENARY’S MANUAL PART ONE, THE BLOODY CONGO, and GRENADES! for COMBAT; HOUSE-TO-HOUSE or MERCENARY’S MANUAL PARTTWO 
Parcel Post inside North America 60$ — outside North America $1.00 Parcel Post sp/Wher#;$1.00 

First Class inside North America $1.00 — outside North America $1.80 First Cisls insfife’North America $1.60 — outside North America $3.00 

We now accept Chargex, Bank Americard, Visa and MasterCharge. To order include your card number (including the four digits below your name on MasterCharge) expiration 
date and signature on separate paper. OR, you can phone your charge card order to 416-661-5344 during business hours. Sorry, no COD’s. 

Send to: UNIT NINE, DEPT. SF-11,1110 FINCH AVENUE WEST, DOWNSVIEW, ONTARIO, CANADA M3J2T2 


Mel 









